Otley Town Council

Notice of conclusion of audit

Annual Governance & Accountability Return for the year ended 31 March 2020

Sections 20(2) and 25 of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014

Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (S1 2015/234)

Accounts and Audit (Coronavirus) (Amendment) Regulations 2020 (S1 2020/404)

{a)

{b)

3.

Announcement made by: (d) DR Jasor] Unsetw ES ( AcTiw & €o)

Date of announcement: {e) 20™ NoveusgeR 2020

The audit of accounts for Otley Town Councll for the year ended 31
March 2020 has been completed and the accounts have been published.

The Annual Govemance & Accountability Return is available for
inspection by any local government elector of the area of Qtley Town
Council on application to:

P Jason Wwotulet

AcTine, ExEcLtive NAluge

OTLEA Towend Coueh L

LT {4, ORCuurd ARTGE oteem L824 InX

BY AP Po TR AEAT € ' Commuiu@y vl gtsunacouaes.
Yo wrl

Copies will be provided to any person on payment of £2-00 (c) for each
copy of the Annual Governance & Accountability Return.

Notes

This notice and Sections 1,28 3
of the AGAR must be published
by 30 November, This must
include publication on the
smaller authority’s websile.
‘The smaller autherity must
decide how long to publish the
Notice for; the AGAR and
extemnal auditor report must be
publicly available for 5 years.

(3} Insert the name, position and
address of the person to whom
local government electors should
apply to inspect the AGAR

{6} Insert the hours during which
ingpection rights may be
exarcised

{c) Insert a reasonable sum for
copying costs

{d) Insert the name and position of
person placing the notice

{e) Insart the date of placing of the
oe




Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2019/20
We acknowlsdge a3 e menibors of:

Otley Town Council

our responsi_hilily for ensuring that there is a sound system of infemal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Staternents. We confirm, fo the best of our knowledge and belief. with
respect fo the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2020, that:

1. We have pul i place amangements for efiachive financial Propared As SCOOUTIONY SESSTIONTS N RCCHIIMNGe
management during the year. snd for the preparation of with the Accounis and Aodi Reguiations
the accounling sistements. i

#. We mantwnod an sdequata system of inmmmal control | 1 M proper aNTSNgemets s secepied
including messures designad to prevent and detect fraud i for sefeguarniing the public rianay Rod MEOUTeS in
atwl coruption and reviewsd fis effectivensss : Me charge.

3. We ook off ressonable steps 5 assurs ouwvssives haz ohly done what it hes the Jegel power to da and has
that thars 8 no matiers of achua or potentel : i | comatiod with Froper Fractioss &7 Uoing so.

with faws, segutstions wid Proper
Practices that couid have a significand financal effect

on the abdity of $hes. authority to conduct s
bussiness of mahage R finances.

4. Wi provided proper opportunily during e yaar for Ly T during the year gave &l persons inferssted the cpporhuniy to
ihe axercse of slectors’ nghis in accordance with the inspect and ask questions about Hys authority's accounts
requiraments of the Accounts and Audit Reguiabions, §

3. We carned out an assesement of the risks facing fis ] | consikdarsd and documenied he Bingncis! and other risks it
Buthanity and ook apprapriate steps Lo menage those facas and deak with them peopely

tisks. scluding the introducton of intemnal conirols and/ot
external fauence cover whete raquired.

€. We maintainad throughoul the yaar an adequiste and Ca .4 amangad for & compalant parsan, independent of the nancial
effpctive system of inlernal sudd of the accounting : tontrols and procedures, (o give an objective visw of whether
recotds and control sysiems, ! misnal Contols mee! the nweds of this smaller athorty.

7. We tock approprists sction on aif matters raised N7 respandet i matiars brought to s atlention by intemal and
in raports. from inkemal and extemal sudit, i exiomal audi.

8. We cansidared whethar any libgation, liabsies or I disclosod evarything i should have aboc! Hs busness activity
Commitments, gvents or ravEactons, occiring wither dngm”rmmm!mmﬁrﬂnm
dunng or alter the year-end, have a financial impact on ond if refgvant
this suthority and, where appropriate. have included them
in the accounting statements,

9. {For focel councis only) Trust funds includeng humﬂddsmmmncbwy
charitable. in our capacity as the sole managing Gcorporete. i is b sofe managing irustee of a local
rustes we discherpad cur sccountability frust or frusts

rasponsibiities for the fund{syassels, including
financapl reporting and, i sequred. mdapenden
axamination or sudit. : I

“Piease provide explanations to the extemal auditor on & separate sheet for sach ‘Ng' response and describa how the
authorfty will address ihe weaknesses identified. These sheels must be published with the Annus! Govemance Statement,

This Annusl Governance Statement was approved 8t a Signed by the Chairman and Clerk of tha meeting whare
meeting of the authonly on: approval was given:
o l "‘r“ 2019 ’
and racorded as minute retarence. Chaiman
14 -

Diher Information required by the Transparency Codes {rot pan of Annuad Governance Statement)
Authority web address

i & ol 6
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Section 3 — External Auditor Report and Certificate 2019/20
In respect of Otley Town Council — WY0059

1 Respective responsibilities of the body and the auditor
This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a
sound system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in
accordance with Proper Practices which:

¢ summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2020; and

s confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as

external auditors.

Our responsibility is to review Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Govemance and Accountability Return in accordance
with guidance issued by the National Audit Office (NAO) on behalf of the Comptroller and Auditor General (see note
below). Our work does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with International Standards on Auditing (UK
& Ireland) and does not provide the same level of assurance that such an audit would do.

2 External auditor report 2019/20

On the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Govemance and Accountability Return (AGAR), in our opinion the information in
Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our attention giving cause for concem that
relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

[Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority: |
INone

3 External auditor certificate 2019/20

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability
Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31
March 2020.

External Auditor Name
PKF LITTLEJOHN LLP

External Auditor Signature P Aot Lo Date | 10/11/2020
e

* Note. the NAQ issued guidance applicable to external auditors’ work on limited assurance reviaws for 2018/20 in Auditor
Guidance Note AGN/02. The AGN s available from the NAO website (www.nac.org.uk) i ) "
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