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1. Purpose of Report 

1.1 To provide members with information on signing up to a Refill Otley scheme and 

opportunities to develop ‘My Otley Refill’ merchandise.  

 

2. Background 

2.1 Otley Town Council with the support of some local businesses have backed efforts to 

reduce the use of disposable coffee cups through the introduction of the My Otley Cup. This 

paper is intended to seek Council support for reduction in the use of single use plastic 

bottles and the issue of plastic pollution by working with Refill to encourage businesses and 

local organisations to sign up to the Refill scheme and the promotion of where reusable 

bottles can be filled up for free. 

2.2 Attached to this paper is the proposed Memorandum of Understanding to be agreed 

between Otley Town Council and Refill.  

2.3 The Refill scheme is building a vast network nationwide of places where anyone can refill 

their water bottle. The ambition is to raise awareness within the local community and 

businesses and to encourage volunteers and/or a community group to run with the scheme. 

2.4 It is proposed that Council would approach business organisations and businesses 

(particularly food and drink outlets) to encourage them to back the scheme and become 

Refill stations. In turn they would need to add their details to the Refill app and display a 

Refill sticker in their window. 

2.5 The advice from Refill and intention would be to identify some Refill stations within 

Otley and then hold a launch event when there is sign up. There is an opportunity to explore 

the potential with Yorkshire Water of installing a public drinking fountain in the town 

although this would require further research. 



2.6 By supporting the Refill scheme there is also an opportunity to purchase some ‘My 

Otley’ branded merchandise associated with the scheme. Refill work in partnership with a 

company called Chilly’s to provide a refill bottle that can be used for warm and cold liquids. 

There is a minimum order requirement of 30 with a retail price of £20.00 per unit. In 

addition, there are other more affordable options such as the 400ml aluminium water bottle 

with a carabiner clip with a minimum order requirement of 100 and an estimated retail 

price of £4.00 per unit. Both would be branded with the ‘My Otley Refill’ logo. 

 

3. Legal and Financial implications 

3.1 There are no immediate legal implications arising from this report. 

3.2 There are no financial costs to the Council by signing up to the Refill scheme. There are 

costs to the Council in the purchase of any branded ‘My Otley Refill’ merchandise which 

would need to be covered in the Environment & Sustainability budget for 2018-2019. 

 

4. Recommendations 

4.1 It is recommended that the Committee:  

Agree the Memorandum of Understanding for the Refill Otley scheme. 

Agree to the purchase of ‘My Otley Refill’ merchandise up to the value of £1,000.  

 


