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1. Purpose of Report 

 

1.1 To seek adoption of a records management policy as part of the requirements of 

the new Data Protection Regulations which came into force in May 2018. 

 

2. Background 

 

2.1 The General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) came into force in the UK on 25 

May 2018. This Regulation has been introduced by the EU to strengthen and unify 

data protection laws and it will apply in the UK until such time as we leave the EU. 

 

2.2 The GDPR is intended to strengthen citizens’ rights in relation to their personal 

data. It will introduce new individual rights and new obligations on data controllers 

and processors working for public bodies as well as for private enterprises. It covers 

organisations such as major companies, who hold immense amounts of personal 

data, down to organisations as small as town/parish councils. If the organisation, 

including the Town Council, retains or processes anyone’s personal data then action 

needs to be taken. Data includes any information that can be identifiable to a living 

person, including photographs, CCTV recordings, names, addresses, etc. The size and 

amount of data processed will impact the extent to which organisations have to 

demonstrate compliance. 

 

2.3 The consequences of ignoring the GDPR include fines of up to £20m, and /or the 

ability of data subjects to take legal action and claim compensation, with no cap on 

the amount that can be claimed. 

 

2.4 Members will recall approving a suite of policies at the March 2018 meeting of 

this Committee. 

 

2.5 The attached policy is required to enable the Town Council to comply with our 

duties under the General Data Protection Regulation. 



 

3. Legal and Financial Implications 

 

3.1 There are significant legal and financial implications if the Town Council fails to 

implements the requirements of the GDRP. 

 

4. Sustainability 

 

4.1 The report is compliant with Aalborg. 

       6.    Recommendations 

6.1 It is recommended that the Members note the contents of the report and 

approve the attached policy. 

 


