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1. Purpose of Report 

1.1 To provide members with an update on the launch and progress of the Otley Energy 

Savers scheme.  

 

2. Background 

2.1 The Otley Energy Savers Scheme was officially launched on Monday 10th September. The 

scheme is to be delivered by the Green Doctor based at Groundwork Leeds on behalf of the 

Council. 

2.2 This initiative offers local residents a completely free of charge service to help them save 

money and keep their homes warm by providing support and advice on: switching 

suppliers; energy bills and fuel debt; grants and schemes for heating systems and 

insulation; energy efficiency; heating systems; damp, mould and condensation; and, 

social water schemes and water debt. The service also includes free installation of: 

draught proofing; LED light bulbs; reflective radiator panels and damp dehumidifiers. 

2.3  The agreed eligibility for a free home energy visit includes: living in social housing; low 

income; receiving benefits; long-term illness; aged 60 or over; children under the age of 

16; and vulnerable households. The scheme allows for 150 households to receive the 

service. 

2.4 To date the Green Doctor has visited 3 properties and installed 9 LED lightbulbs, 1 

letterbox cover and referred 1 household for a new central heating system. 

2.5 The combination of the Otley Matters article (front page of the September edition) and 

a talk done recently at Bennett Court has yielded good results in that there are a further 

13 households booked in for home visits up to 10th October. 

2.6 The Green Doctor will also be attending an Otley Action for Older People event on the 

24th October with a stall to raise awareness and hope to gain more referrals. 



2.7 Councillors were also being asked if they would be able to commit some time to 

undertake a leaflet drop, with a particular focus on the Ashfield ward. 

 

3. Legal and Financial implications 

3.1 There are no immediate legal implications arising from this report. 

3.2 The cost of the appointment of Groundwork to undertake this initiative is £9,400 with 

costs covered in the accruals for 2017/18 and the current 2018/19 budget. 

 

4. Recommendations 

4.1 Members are asked to note the content of this report and approve the actions taken to 

date. 


