
 Agenda item No.10 

Otley Town Council 

Environment & Sustainability Committee 

Date: 1st October 2018 

Report:  Update on Wharfedale Greenway project 

Report by: Community Development (Deputy Executive Officer) 

 

1. Purpose of Report 

1.1 To provide members with information on progress made since this matter was discussed 

in committee on 23rd April 2018. 

 

2. Background 

2.1 The Wharfedale Greenway Steering Group has met on three occasions since the last 
update to the Environment & Sustainability Committee meeting.  

2.2 On 21st May the key points arising were: 

• Members of the Steering Group to meet and discuss options with Golf Club on 
Wednesday 30th May. Negotiations on land in Burley are on-going. 

• SUSTRANS confirmed that the Expression of Interest has been accepted by the RDPE 
and that a full bid can now be made. SUSTRANS will not be eligible to apply for the 
funding and then bid to do any of the works. 

• SUSTRANS outlined that the Phase 2 report has received comments and that the 
second draft is available. It was requested that all comments be sent to SUSTRANS 
no later than Friday 18th May. 

• The proposed Burley-Ilkley-Addingham route would effectively be Phase 4, the draft 
feasibility report has not been discussed at Council and no resolutions have been 
passed. It was agreed that a meeting be arranged between SUSTRANS and the three 
parish councils to air all issues with the proposed route. 

2.3 On 18th July the main points arising included: 

• With regards to Otley Golf Club, FM Listers have provided a land valuation on behalf 
of the Steering group. This has been submitted to the Golf Club and awaiting a 
response. 

• On behalf of the steering group, Burley Parish Council are seeking clarification from 
Bradford MBC with regards to maintenance responsibilities on bridge structures. 



• The Expression of Interest for the RDPE has needed to be resubmitted by Leeds City 
Council in order to allows SUSTRANS to bid for any work – awaiting a response from 
the Rural Payments Agency who administer the RDPE. 

• SUSTRANS confirmed the Phase 2 Detailed Design report is complete. The Steering 
Group Members present were happy to sign-off the report and authorise payment of 
the invoice. 

• The steering group requested that Menston Parish Council endorse a preferred 
option for the route to Menston and seek a resolution on the preferred option prior 
to commissioning any detailed design. 

• Ilkley Parish Council have requested feedback from officers at Bradford MBC with 
regards to the Feasibility Study, prior to consideration by the Council. 

• It was confirmed that the process of seeking planning permission is underway – with 
a commitment to get the approval within the time available for RDPE – although 
more detail on bridges would need to follow. 

2.4 On 26th September the main points were: 

• The Leeds City Council Expression of Interest to the RDPE has been successful and a 
detailed application must be submitted by 21st December. Discussions are underway 
between Leeds City Council and Sustrans as to how to complete. There may be some 
support needed from the Steering Group officers. 

• In addition, planning permission needs to be in place in order to submit the 
application to RDPE – this raises the issue of the cost of the planning application and 
whether this should be shared or just the responsibility of the authorities affected. 
Each of the four Parishes need to determine how this would be dealt with moving 
forward.  

• Burley Parish Council have nearly completed the purchase or lease of all land parcels 
up to the boundary with Otley – with an offer made to Otley Golf Club – which will 
be considered by the members in November. 

• SUSTRANS tabled a proposal to undertake a Route Scoping Study of the Phase 3 
Wharfedale Greenway link to Menston. The Steering Group agreed to proceed with 
the work and requested a commissioning letter be sent. 

• The Phase 4 Feasibility Report will be considered by Ilkley Parish Council on Monday 
1st October. Burley Parish Council confirmed that the report has been considered by 
council but are awaiting the decision from Ilkley before any further action. 
Addingham Parish Council identified that the Feasibility report has been circulated to 
Councillors but not taken to Council – this will take place in mid-October. 

 

3. Legal and Financial implications 

3.1 There are no immediate legal implications arising from this report. 

3.2 A further £3k contribution towards costs has been set aside in the 2018/19 budget and 

will be required for the Phase 3 Route Scoping Study and subsequent Detailed Design work. 



 

4. Recommendations 

4.1 Members are asked to note the content of this report and approve the actions taken to 

date. 


