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OTLEY’S CRACKER
OF A CHRISTMAS
Otley is offering residents and visitors a Cracker of a
Christmas for 2017.

The town is bolstering its already impressive annual Christmas
offering with a series of new, glistening events, enhanced
shopping opportunities and the launch of a new Snowman Trail,
alongside the return of long-standing festive favourites.
For the duration of the festive season, Otley will be decorated
with over 200 beautifully illuminated Christmas trees placed
above commercial properties. This festive display will herald the
start of this most magical time of year - and for some extra
Christmas cheer, there will FREE car parking for residents and
visitors every December weekend in the run up to the big day.
The following are just some of the fantastic events that will be
taking place:
Otley Christmas Lights switch-on and fireworks
Monday November 27 - from 5.30pm
Organised by Otley Town Council, this free event will provide
family entertainment to suit all ages, with on-stage performers,
street theatre and fairground rides offering a distinct community
feel. The lights will be officially turned on at 7pm and followed
by a fireworks display. Otley town centre car parks will offer free
parking from 3pm on the day.
Otley enhanced Christmas markets
Fridays and Saturdays in December - 8.30am until 3.30pm
Throughout December, Otley’s regular market will see a host of
Christmas-themed events on Fridays and Saturdays, from festive
children’s entertainment to impromptu carol concerts, as well as
the usual stalls to stock up on everything for Christmas.
Otley Snowman Trail
Friday December 1 to Sunday December 17
Newly launched for this year is the Otley Snowman Trail. Snowmen
will be located around the town centre and in people’s homes
and gardens. Maps of the trail will be available for £1 from Otley
Core, Kim Lorraine on Market Street, Otley Library and Colin Pitt
Leeds Road Service Station. The treasure hunt-style trail will offer
people the chance to enter a prize draw with proceeds going to
local charities.
Free parking in Otley
Monday November 27 from 3pm and every weekend in December
until Christmas Day
In order to encourage more residents and visitors to enjoy the
Christmas programme of events, free parking will be available
on the three city council managed car parks on select dates in
December. Beech Hill, Courthouse Street and North Parade car
parks will offer free parking from 3pm on Monday November
27 and then every Saturday and Sunday in December up until
Christmas Day.
Otley Victorian Fayre
Sunday December 3 - from noon until 6pm
Now in its 32nd year, Otley's Victorian Fayre continues to be a highlight
of Otley’s festive season. The Dickensian-inspired free event sees
locals dress in Victorian costume as around 20,000 people line the
streets to witness this exciting Christmas extravaganza organised
by Otley Town Partnership and Otley BID. The Fayre is held in the
pedestrianised town centre and attractions include: local shops open,
market stalls and street food, entertainment, carol performances
by local schools and traditional fairground rides.
Otley Christmas Tree Festival
Wednesday December 6 - from noon to 6pm
Daily thereafter until Saturday, December 9 - from 10am until 6pm
All Saints Parish Church will host this four-day Christmas Tree
festival with 40 trees donated by Stephen H. Smith’s, decorated
by local charities and community groups. The event, organised
by the Otley Chamber of Trade, is a charity fundraising initiative
- entry into the church is free, but visitors are encouraged to

drop a donation into the buckets lined up under the trees. The
festival will be opened to the public by Otley Bellman, Terry Ford
and Guiseley Brass Band from noon on Wednesday 6th December
and be supported by a concert programme with performances
by the Chippendale Singers and local school choirs.
Late Night Shopping
Thursday December 7 until 7pm
Many of Otley town centre’s shops will remain open until 7pm.
A late night shopping evening is a great chance for people who
work away from Otley and usually return only after normal trading
hours to find the shops shut to rediscover the charm of Otley’s
atmospheric town centre. It’s an ideal opportunity for some family
festive fun and a little Christmas shopping as over 70 retailers
will stay open with another 30 or so pubs and restaurants to
warm up in afterwards. Entertainments are planned, including
face painting, carols from Sally’s Army choir and a Santa’s grotto
in Orchard Gate.
Otley Christmas Farmers Market
Sunday December 17 - from 9am to 1pm
Head down to Otley's Christmas Farmers Market and stock up on
locally sourced organic produce, as fresh as it gets. A wide variety
of stalls will let visitors try-before-they-buy, and stallholders are
happy to discuss their wares and offer tips for the Christmas table.
Otley Courthouse Christmas Designer Craft Fair
Sunday December 17 - from 9.30am to 1pm
Otley Courthouse Christmas Designer Craft Fair features bespoke
gifts including candles, cards, jewellery, paintings, woodcraft and
knitted items, all handmade by the stallholders themselves. Free
admission.
Otley boasts a fantastic array of more than 200 independent
shops, including award-winning bakeries and butchers offering
locally sourced festive favourites. There’s also a variety of specialist
shops for those seeking gifts, including an artisan chocolatier, a
traditional sweet shop, art galleries, jewellers, and a craft ale
shop. Throughout the festive season, Otley's regular Tuesday,
Friday and Saturday markets are open as usual.
Christmas concerts and carol services will be held at a range of
venues including the town’s churches and Otley Courthouse.
Visitors can also take time out at one of the town’s many excellent
tearooms, restaurants or traditional Yorkshire pubs.

Make it a day for Festive Fun in Otley - we’ve got it
all wrapped up.

FESTIVE LIGHT COMPETITION
Are you aged between 4 and 11? If so, Otley Town Council would like your ideas to design a
new festive motif for the Town Centre.
The best design, to be judged by our panel consisting of the Town Mayor, Deputy Mayor and
the Executive Officer will be produced as a new motif for next years display.
Any design can use up to FOUR colours but must NOT include words. Entries should be submitted on A4 paper. Entrants should also remember it has to be made into a motif so should
not be too complex.
“We are open to any ideas the children have for what would make a nice new festive motif in
the Town Centre” said Executive Officer, Suzanne Kidger. “It could be a traditional Christmas
image or a more up to date vision of what Christmas means to them”.
Please remember to put your name, age and contact details of a parent, carer or guardian on
the back of the design. Entries are open until Friday 5th January 2018 and should be submitted to Otley Town Council, The Core,
Unit 11, Orchard Gate, Otley, LS21 3NX or via e-mail to eo@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk. The new light will be unveiled at the Festive
Lights Switch-on to be held on 26th November 2018 where the winner will be invited on stage to see their design switched on. The
winner and runners up will also receive gift vouchers.
The photograph is of the Otley robin which was designed by previous winner Milly Spencer.

www.otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

UPCOMING EVENTS
November
27
Otley Christmas Lights Switch-on

OTLEY SCOUTS
CHRISTMAS POST SERVICE

December
1-17
Otley Christmas Snowman Trail
3
Otley Victorian Fayre
7
Otley Late Night Shopping
6-9
Otley Christmas Tree Festival
17
Otley Christmas Farmers Market
17
Otley Courthouse Designer Craft Fair
26
Chevin Chase
January
1
New Year’s Day Wharfemeadows Park Swim
28
Otley Farmers Market
28
Otley Courthouse Designer Craft Fair
February
25
Otley Farmers Market
25
Otley Courthouse Designer Craft Fair
* Otley Market Days held every Tuesday, Friday and Saturday.

Live Nativity
at The Bridge United
Reformed Church
On the 10th and 17th December at 2:30pm the Bridge Church will be performing a
live Nativity in the Church Grounds. There will be the telling of the traditional
Nativity story along with singing some well-known Christmas songs.
The performance will be followed by refreshments in the Church.
Everyone is welcome to join us as we celebrate the Christmas season.

The Otley Parish Scouts & Guides Parent's
Association is once again running its Christmas
Card delivery service for Otley this year. They
will be offering a low cost option for posting
Christmas cards to local family and friends.
Almost 8,000 cards were delivered last year,
this year with your help we can deliver more.
Stamp prices have been kept at a low cost of 25p
and are on sale from the end of November in
local shops. Please look out for further details

of available outlets and last day for posting in
the local press and on posters. The distinctive
red Scout/Guide post boxes will be distributed
around town for your convenience.
Please remember that this service is for the
town of Otley only and make sure not to
post cards with the Scout/Guide stamps in the
General Post Office boxes as they will not be
delivered.

Chippendale Singers
For a third year the Chippendale Singers and
the children of Westgate Primary School, Otley,
will be giving a concert of Christmas music
in All Saints Parish Church on the evening of
Friday 8th December.
Lee Wiltamuth will be conducting the Chippendale
Singers, accompanied by Mike Rodgers. This is
the third year the children’s and adult choirs

have joined together to sing at the Christmas
tree festival.
The Chippendale Singers next public concert
will be held at St. Chad’s Church, Headingley
on Saturday 12th May at 7.30pm.
Details can be found on the choir’s website
www.chippendalesingers.co.uk

OTLEY PARISH CHURCH
Many of us are lucky enough to see Christmas as
a time to enjoy the company of family and friends
- some are not so lucky. We support families
whose lives have been turned upside down because
of domestic violence and abuse. Some have had
to leave their homes and belongings to keep
themselves and their children safe. Christmas is a
bleak prospect for many of them. Can you help us?
Can you donate new/unused toiletries, small gifts,
toys, games or Christmas food treats to help a
family remember that others really do care and
they’re not alone?

Otley Town Council have kindly agreed to be a
‘donation point’ for anything you can spare and
we will ensure your gifts reach people who need
them the most before Christmas Eve.

Thank You and Merry Christmas
Behind Closed Doors, P O Box 275, Leeds,
LS19 9BN
Tel: 0113 391 1917
e-mail: info@behind-closed-doors.org.uk
www.behind-closed-doors.org.uk

LEG CLUB
Otley Action for Older People is working in partnership with the local medical teams to facilitate
what is being called a “Leg Club”.

The aim of the club is to deliver research based wound management care in a friendly nonthreatening social environment. This will minimise recurrence by systematic post-monitoring
and ‘well leg’ checks.
The club will provide an informal network where those facing similar challenges can get together
for mutual support.
Health professionals will also be on
hand with invaluable advice and
information. The Leg Club will adopt
a simple flexible ‘drop in’ approach that
encourages attendance for information
and advice, facilitating early diagnosis
and education.
The Leg Club will be launched in January 2018 at the Over 60’s Welfare
Club; the date and time are yet to
be confirmed. If this is something that
you would benefit from please contact
Otley Action for more information on
01943 463965.

After a busy autumn term, with thanksgiving
services at Harvest and All Souls, concerts and
other community fund-raising events, Otley
Parish Church will be bustling from 6th – 9th
December with the ever-popular Christmas
Tree Festival, followed by a wide variety of
Christmas Services and events to suit different
ages and tastes.
Saturday 2nd December:
3-5pm Messy Church
Sunday 10th December:
4pm Christmas Tree Carol Service;
6pm Concert by Yan Tan Tether
Friday 15th December:
8pm The Young’uns – “We Three
Sings” folk concert

Sunday 17th December:
10am Nativity Carol Service led by
young people
4pm Carols by Candlelight, with
choir, traditional carols and readings
Sunday December 24th:
9am Holy Communion;
noon & 4pm Christingle Services in
aid of The Children’s Society;
11.30pm Midnight Communion
Service
Christmas Day (December 25th):
8am BCP Holy Communion;
10am Christmas Celebration for all
ages (including Holy Communion)
For more information:
www.otleyparishchurch.org
Facebook: parishchurchotley
Twitter:
@otleyallsaints

OTLEY WALKING
FESTIVAL 2017

Youngsters in test of
road safety knowledge
Children from nine local schools have had their
road safety knowledge tested in Otley. Primary
school pupils from across Wharfedale and
Aireborough took part in the Otley and District
Junior Schools Road Safety Quiz for 2017.
The event was held at Otley Methodist Church
in June, when Otley and District Road Safety
Committee chairman Dave Robson put teams of
five participants through their paces.
St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School, Otley,
emerged triumphant, with Otley All Saints C of
E Primary taking second place and Tranmere

The pupil with the highest score, Charlotte
Rawstron, was also from St Joseph’s and received
the Audrey Cartwright Star Trophy.
Mrs Cartwright, an Honorary Citizen of Otley,
was involved in promoting road safety in the area
for more than 50 years until her death in 2010.
Every child who took part in this year’s safety
quiz also received a book token presented with the prizes - by Otley Town Mayor Cllr Nigel
Francis and his consort, son Callum.

OTLEY
SHOW
SATURDAY 19th May 2018

Once again, this year’s Otley Walking Festival was absolutely fantastic!
With 48 walks and events, there’s been something for everyone. Favourites like the Six Dales
Trail, Cakes and Ale, Otley in Bloom. New themed walks – By Water and Steam, Three Churches
Walk, The Chevin Revealed, The Road to Marston Moor, Birdsong Walk at Gallows Hill – too
many to mention!
All the walks had interesting features – especially the cakes eaten and ale drunk!
Thanks to: the great team of walk leaders who give their time and expertise voluntarily for the
Festival; our main financial sponsors – Bondgate Bakery, Otley Town Council, Leeds City Council,
Otley Walkers; and local businesses for their generous donations to the raffle.
Planning for Otley Walking Festival 2018 is well underway – if you want to get involved contact
us at otleywalkingfestival@mail.com
Date for your diary.
Otley Walking Festival 2018: 23rd June to 1st July 2018.
www.otleywalkingfestival.co.uk

Park, Guiseley, securing third spot.

Plans are now well under way for the 2018
Otley Show. The photograph shows the event
basking in sunshine in 1948 with a packed
grandstand. Show Secretary, Janet Raw is hoping the sun will shine next May and is currently
organising schedules for the many Cattle,
Sheep, Horse, Poultry, Pigeon, Produce and
Handicraft classes and seeking more sponsors.
If anyone is interested in sponsoring or advertising at the Show, please contact Janet at
janet.raw@otleyshow.org.uk.

If you are wondering what to get someone for
a different Christmas Present then why not
treat them to our annual membership for
£23.00. This comes with 3 Adult Tickets and
1 Adult ticket can admit 2 children so the
membership can be used for a family, plus car
parking and badges for the Members Marquee
with exclusive facilities.
For more information, please visit our website:
www.otleyshow.org.uk.

OTLEY TOWN COUNCIL
COMMUNITY FUND

Boxing Day Barbarians!
Otley RUFC are hosting the second annual
Prince Henry’s Barbarians vs Otley match at
Cross Green on Boxing Day, kick off 2pm,
supported by Otliensians RUFC. Everyone is
welcome for what should be another entertaining game on and off the pitch. Gates open at
12pm for the curtain-raiser at 12:30pm, Otley
Elves vs. PHGS Santas!
The PHGS Barbarians side will be coached by
ex-PHGS legend Pete Latham, MBE. Anyone
interested in finding out more, please email

Chris Smith at ce.smith@princehenrys.co.uk
Entry will be £5 on the day (under 16s free),
with 50% going towards a local charity (yet to
be decided) with the remainder towards new
kit and equipment for PHGS Senior Rugby.
Last year, with a crowd of over 500, £2,500
was raised in total, half of which went towards
a charity for injured rugby players.
Follow us on FaceBook 'PHGS Barbarians vs.
Otley' to keep in touch with developments.

Chevin Cross Anniversary
A Midsummer Night’s Dream
In July, Wharfemeadows Park was transformed
into an Athenian Forest as Shakespeare’s play ‘A
Midsummer Night’s Dream’ was brought to
Otley in a new venture from Otley Courthouse.
More than 160 people enjoyed an outstanding
performance whilst picnicking in the outdoor
setting. There was a great sense of community
at the event as neighbours met up and shared
their food and drink.

OTLEY TOWN COUNCIL
COMMUNITY FUND

Spring 2018 will mark the 50th Anniversary of
the Chevin Cross being erected on the top of
Otley Chevin. The cross was installed for the
first time in 1968 and has now become a wellknown and loved Easter symbol of hope. The
cross, which was replaced after 31 years for
the new millennium, was the brainchild of the
Otley Council of Christian Churches and is a
fine example of a co-operative initiative, which
has become a source of comfort and inspiration
to many people.
The first cross, which was 36ft high, was
blown down in high winds on the first night it
was put up. The badly damaged cross was
worked on overnight and put up once again
the next day -- although six feet shorter. It has
been erected every Easter since (except in 2001
during the Foot & Mouth outbreak) and also

at New Year at the end of 1999 to celebrate
the Millennium. When the new cross was built
for Easter 2000, it reverted back to the original
specifications. Wood used in the new cross
was from timbers salvaged from the bombed
Arndale Centre in Manchester.
We would like to hear from anyone who has
helped with the Cross over the years or where
the Cross has played an important part in their
lives. Please get in touch as Churches Together
Otley are hoping to produce a booklet to
celebrate the occasion. If these memories could
be sent as a one-sided A4 word document to
johndburland@gmail.com this would be
appreciated. We are also setting up a Facebook
page for the anniversary and details will be
available soon.

Fortunately the “Weather Gods” were kind
giving us a balmy night and also marking the
final chapter for Courthouse Manager, Rachael
Savage before moving on to pastures new in
August.
At the end of the evening all comments from the
audience were favourable with many hoping for
similar events in the future.

OTLEY IN
BLOOM

NEW COMMUNITY GROUP LAUNCHED

The photograph captures two Butterflies reading about the
importance of pollination on our Nectar Bed sign in Wharfemeadows Park.
The result of Otley’s first Britain in Bloom entry saw the town
awarded with a Silver Gilt Award in the Town Category at the
ceremony held in Llandudno.
Otley in Bloom would like to thank all organisations, groups,
businesses and individuals who contributed to preparations
for judging in a variety of ways and enhanced the town with
beautiful floral displays.
We would also like to thank those who recently voted for us
on the Aviva Communty Fund.

A new community group providing internet access, training and
gaming facilities has been launched in Otley.

are currently available on Monday and Wednesday evenings from
6.30pm to 9pm and Saturday mornings 9.30am to noon.

Weston Community I.T Group based at Weston Community Centre
gives residents the opportunity to access the internet and receive
training in basic I.T skills. The group also has provision for young
people by offering gaming on PS4 and Xbox consoles.

The facilities are available to people aged 12 and above, however
under 16’s must have parental permission.

After securing a grant from Otley Town Council the initiative was
launched in early September. Run by a team of volunteers the facilities

Friday 12th January 7.30pm
Mike Dixon: By Rail to Otley
Professor Mike Dixon traces the origins of the railway
through Wharfedale and particularly the Burley - Arthington
link and its ultimate disappearance.
Tickets £8/£6 in advance, £9/£7 on the door

Anyone interested in attending or volunteering can turn up at
Weston Community Centre or telephone 01943 462306 for more
information.
www.wcitg.org.uk

Saturday 10th February 7.30pm
Suzannah Lipscomb: The War of the Roses, The Real
Game of Thrones
Now a regular on our TV screens Suzannah comes to Otley
to explore the connections between George RR Martin’s
series and the 15th Century Wars of the Roses.
Tickets £16

Saturday 13th January 8pm
Ben Waters
One of the UKs supreme Boogie Woogie piano players and
part of Jools Hollands’ band, expect a night of fast paced,
upbeat and highly skilled piano playing.
Tickets £12

Dark Nights
Safety

Friday 2nd February 8pm
Nine Below Zero
An acoustic performance from duo Dennis Greaves and
Mark Feltham going back to their blues roots.
Tickets £12
Friday 9th February 7.30pm
Seaside Terror
Odd Doll productions take a trip to the seaside where they
find more than they bargained for! This play is a celebration
of British horror and British holidays of the 1970s.
Tickets £11 (age 12+)

Friday 23rd February 8pm
Robin Ince: Pragmatic Insanity
Back by popular demand, Sony Gold award winning
comedian presents another in his line-up of unhinged
stand-up comic lectures.
Tickets £14 (age 14+)

OTLEY FILM CLUB
Otley Film Society’s nineteenth season continues through December and into the New Year. Films are screened at Otley
Courthouse on Thursdays at 7.45pm.
Doors and the bar open at 7pm and drinks can be taken through to the film. Guest tickets are £4 and the price includes
a free raffle ticket for an exciting film-themed prize. Screenings use High Definition projection and Surround Sound.
Make Thursday the day to enjoy wonderful films from around the world. Upcoming shows:
7th December "The Salesman"
Iran / France
21st December "Captain Fantastic"
US
4th January "Manchester by the Sea" US
With the night’s drawing in, we normally see a rise in burglary
and theft offences across West Yorkshire and unfortunately
Otley is not exempt from this. You can help combat crime by
reporting all suspicious incidents, by making sure your cars and
houses are locked at all times and by checking your own security measures. Our friendly crime reduction officer joanne.rostron@westyorkshire.pnn.police.uk will happily conduct a free
security assessment of your home or business.

18th January "Sing Street"
Ireland
1st February "Elle"
France / Germany
15th February "A United Kingdom"
UK

We are conducting a number of “darker night” operations
across Outer North West. This operation covers everything
from neighbourhood officers in plain clothes patrolling crime
hotspots to talks in Otley primary schools about safety during
this time of year.
You will see your local PCSO’s and ward officers patrolling
whenever they can, if you do, perhaps share a cup of tea, a
biscuit or just a chat with them? That is what neighbourhood
policing is all about.

1st March "Graduation"
Romania
15th March "I am not your Negro"
US
Don't forget that the Courthouse offers Movie Matinees on two Thursday afternoons a month and National Theatre
Live (and other live streamed events) on other Thursday evenings.
For more details see www.otleycourthouse.org.uk

OTLEY
CHORAL
SOCIETY

WALKERS ARE
WELCOME

Otley Choral Society, along with Ilkley Choral Society provided
an uplifting and emotional performance of Mendelssohn’s
wonderful “Elijah” in November in Otley Parish Church.

10TH ANNIVERSARY

This was the first concert under their new Musical Director,
Yonni Levy who has already made an impact on the quality of
sound the choir produce; from the careful blending of voices
for the beautiful melodies to developing a powerful rounded
sound required in several of the choruses.

Walkers are Welcome (WaW) was launched in 2007 at
Hebden Bridge in West Yorkshire. Since then over 100
towns and villages in England, Scotland and Wales have
become nationally accredited WaW locations. Otley was
fully accredited in 2008 and will have its tenth anniversary
in 2018.
The National Committee recently conducted a survey to
highlight the many achievements of current members across the
country. Together, they have created over 1,200 new walking
routes covering over 6,400 miles; opened up routes that had
been abandoned; launched walking festivals – representing 115
days per year and involving nearly 9,000 people; maintained
thousands of miles of paths; promoted the use of public transport;
publicised a wide variety of walking opportunities for all ages
and abilities; and considerably helped to boost their local
economies.
Otley is now on the UK walking map and has opened the eyes
of local people to the walking opportunities on its doorstep.
As volunteers, we have developed, published, waymarked and
continually maintain 110 miles of walking routes.

These self-guided routes include:
•
•
•
•

Otley FOUR Walks (walks of 3-6 miles)
Otley FOUR MORE Walks (walks of 6-9 miles)
The Six Dales Trail (a 38-mile route through six dales from
Otley to Middleham)
The Welcome Way (a 28-mile circular route taking in the
WaW towns of Otley, Burley-in-Wharfedale, Baildon and Bingley)

The proceeds from sales of these publications and from sponsor
donations enable us to reprint the publications; install large
display boards at Wharfemeadows Park and Surprise View to
showcase walking opportunities in Otley; and to make donations
to our local Councils for installing new gates, stiles and platforms
over boggy areas.
For more information please visit: www.waw-otley.org.uk

Otley Carnival Announce
New Beneficiaries
Otley Carnival Committee are delighted
to announce the Friends of Otley Lido,
Otley in Bloom and Yorkshire Children’s
Hospitals Christmas Gift Appeal as their
chosen beneficiaries for 2018.
Friends of Otley Lido are a Community Interest Company and
their aim is to re-open and develop the old Otley baths site as
a heated pool with leisure facilities and cafe/restaurant.
Otley in Bloom was established in 2000 with the aim of improving
public spaces. They co-ordinate the towns entry into the ‘in
Bloom’ competitions. They work with a range of organisations

including businesses, schools, youth groups to grow ‘civic pride’.

The choir was magnificently supported by the wonderful
soloists provided by the Royal Northern College and the small
ensemble Otto, singing the semi chorus. Tom Moore on organ
provided a sensitive and supportive accompaniment throughout.
Otley Choral Societies next concert is on 24th March 2018 and
will be a special celebration event to commemorate the choir’s
75th anniversary. The programme will include Andrew Carter’s
Musick’s Jubilee and new and past members are invited.
Further details on our website: www.otleychoral.org.uk

OTLEY ARTS CLUB
Otley Arts Club are celebrating their 70th year with a busy
programme of events, demonstrations and directed evenings.
There's something for everyone. New skills to be learned, new
mediums explored - all in a relaxed and friendly atmosphere.
We also have a new Facebook page, just look for Otley Arts
Club.
Membership for a year is £35.00. Our packed programme of
activities recommences on 24th January 2018.
The photograph is of a pastel work in progress during our
'Autumn Colour' evening.

Yorkshire Children’s Hospitals Christmas Gift Appeal aims every
Christmas to visit as many Children’s hospital wards and hospices
to give small presents to babies, children and teenagers who
are in hospital over the festive period.
Fundraising for our beneficiaries has started so please come and
support us at the Victorian Fayre.
OTLEY TOWN COUNCIL
COMMUNITY FUND

OTLEY CAMERA CLUB
Did you see our annual exhibition at Otley Courthouse
during August and September? The entries were of
a high standard and varied in their content, including
Keith Crowther’s photograph of a Weber carburettor.
Other entries included: landscape, wildlife, seascape,
and architectural photographs.
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For more information about our friendly Club visit
www.otleycameraclub.net

INTERNATIONAL AWARD
FOR PRINCE HENRY’S

...

. ..

The new season is underway on Thursday evenings
at 7.15 pm in the Otley Town Partnership rooms on
Mercury Row, and apart from competitions there are
talks and demonstrations by guest photographers.
We discuss the merits of printing photographs for
competitions as well as getting the most from our
camera’s technology. The Out and About group
continue to visit locations during the year, and this is
an asset to those of us who want to move on from
snapshots, as learning is relaxed on these occasions.

S A N NIVER

www.wharfedalegardeners.co.uk
Prince Henry’s Grammar School has yet again been awarded
the British Council’s prestigious International School Award in
recognition of its work to bring the world into the classroom.
The International School Award celebrates the achievements
of schools that do exceptional work in international education,
so that young people gain the cultural understanding and skills
they need in today’s world.
Christopher Lillington, Assistant Headteacher, said: “We are
delighted to have achieved this prestigious award again. We
believe that embedding an international dimension in children’s
education helps prepare them for a successful furture in an
increasingly global economy. From our local volunteering on
Timanyane Day to partnerships across the world, this work is
vital to our ethos as a school.”
Sir Ciarán Devane, CEO of the British Council, said: “Prince
Henry’s fantastic international work has rightfully earned it this
prestigious award. The International School Award is a great
chance for schools to demonstrate the important work they’re
doing to bring the world into their classrooms.”

Over Autumn, Wharfedale Gardeners have enjoyed talks by
some excellent speakers. This month the annual Christmas
party takes place at Otley Rugby Club, with musical entertainment from the Otley Singers and a faith supper which is always
much enjoyed.
The season continues in January, with meetings on the second
Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm in the Otley Methodist
Church. It is not too late to join or you can come as a guest.
Future talks are as follows:
9th January 2018

Adam Pasco
The Golden Rules of Gardening

13th February 2018 Helen Taylor
The Design Process
13th March 2018

AGM followed by John Foley
Glorious Springtime Gardens

10th April 2018

Dr Andrew Ward
The Astounding Asteraceae

8th May 2018

Plant Auction

Over the summer months there will be visits to gardens.

MOSAIC COURSES IN OTLEY
Elliott Neep NeepImages.com

Learn how to make beautiful original works of art for your home and garden, under
the guidance of a professional working artist at their Otley riverside studio.
Courses run one Sunday every month and are suitable for beginners or those with
some experience. All tools and materials are provided.
Mosaics can be made for your home, business or garden, as well as mosaic projects
can be run for schools and community groups.
Gift vouchers are also available.
Please contact Frances on 07984 424897 or check the website for course dates and
more information.
www.mosaicmania.co.uk
What owl shrieks, hisses and snores rather than hoots? What
on earth do moths have in common with hawks, hummingbirds or elephants? An upcoming series of free monthly talks
in and around Nidderdale by The Wild Watch will aim to reveal
all and reinvigorate a sense of wonder in the natural world
on our doorsteps.
The special evening events started in November with an insight
into the fascinating art of moth trapping with lepidopterist Dr
Charles Fletcher. With over 2,500 known species of moths in the
UK, for those who have ‘caught the bug’ the thrill of finding
something new is ever present!

WHARFEDALE
NATURALISTS
SOCIETY

Further talks over the coming months include “The birds of
Nidderdale” and “The life and behaviour of owls”. The final
talk led by The Wild Watch Patron Professor John Altringham and
fellow bat expert Dr Anna Berthinussen will explain how “Citizen
Science”, research done by amateur enthusiasts and the wider
public, is playing an important role in informing on the ground
conservation work.
The Wild Watch is an inspiring new project involving local people
running a health check on the wildlife in the Nidderdale Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty. Supported by funding from the
Heritage Lottery Fund, the area’s biggest-ever wildlife survey is
being carried out over the next three years with the help of local
landowners, farmers and residents to obtain the latest data on
fifty threatened local species. The information will help assess
where new habitats for these plants and animals could be created
to boost populations and halt their decline.
To find out more about Wild Watch and upcoming events, visit
www.thewildwatch.org.uk or follow us on Twitter @TheWildWatch or call 01423 712950.

Wharfedale Naturalists’ winter programme of
illustrated talks start again on January 9th at
Christchurch, the Grove, Ilkley, at 7.30pm. The
first talk is on Birds and Oil in Ecuador (pictured
is a bird emblematic of the rainforests, a
white-throated toucan).
This is followed, usually at two or three week
intervals, by other wide ranging presentations
on A Search for the World’s Largest Flower in
Borneo, Frequently Asked Questions on Climate Change, The Recovery of Salmon in the
River Ure Basin, Yorkshire Coast Nature and An
Evening of Wharfedale Naturalists Highlights.
Visitors are welcome (entry fee £2.50 or £12.50
to join the society).
Regular working parties continue at Otley
Wetlands, Ben Rhydding, Grass Wood and Sun
Lane. Non-members are welcome.
For further details visit the website on:
www.wharfedale-nats.org.uk

Publishing Success for
Otley Writer and Teacher
This debut poetry collection published by York based Stairwell Books shows that life truly
does begin at forty. The book chronicles the entrapment within an abusive marriage, the
escape and starting to live again by local poet and novelist Maria Stephenson. A contrasting
journey from dark to light will enable readers to feel a whole range of emotion and it is
hoped it will reach out to others trapped in a similar situation.

The Woolpack Music Studios on Bondgate continues its
programme of activities for the local community of all ages.
There are many activities at the Woolpack Studios including:
Otley Ukulele Orchestra on a Monday evening (new members
of all abilities always welcome); beginners and improvers
classes for the ukulele; Otley a Cappella Choir; and the
Wednesday morning Music Social Club (singing, playing, tea
and biscuits!). Music projects for children and young people
include: song-writing; Saturday Rock School; music technology
sessions and studio recording opportunities.

It also carries a message of ‘follow your dreams,’ as to achieve a solo published collection
has been nearly a lifetime in the making for Maria. She has additionally poured every bit
of her writing knowledge into two courses she has written and leads at Prince Henry’s
Grammar School and on a distance learning basis; ‘Write a Novel in a Year’ and ‘Write
a Collection of Poetry in a Year.’
More information can be found at www.mariastephenson.com

Save The
Date!

THE BRIDGE CAFÉ

There are also plenty of art courses for adults including: printmaking, sketchbook circle and silver jewellery making.

The planning for the fourth Otley Business Awards is already
underway and the evening is expected to be another starstudded event!

The Woolpack Studios also have excellent recording and mixing
facilities for bands or solo acts, as well as band rehearsal space.
To find out more about any of these activities or resources see
www.woolpackstudios.co.uk or contact Richard on 07956 205151.

In association with The Otley Chamber of Trade, the Awards
Ceremony will be held on the evening of Friday 23rd
March 2018 at the Otley Courthouse and is a way of
celebrating the fantastic and wide ranging independent
businesses we have in our thriving market town.

NEW ‘LEEDS ADULT
LEARNING’ WEBSITE
Leeds City Council has launched an innovative new website
which makes it easy for adults to find enjoyable courses in and
around their local area. The Leeds Adult Learning website:
www.leedsadultlearning.co.uk provides an easy way to discover information on hundreds of courses across the city that
are open to all adults over the age of 19.
Whether you’re interested in basic computer and smartphone
skills, confidence building, cooking, gardening, sewing, child
care, creative crafts, art, English, job search skills, maths or
English as a Second Language (ESOL) there are a wide range
of courses to choose from.
To help learners find their way to course venues, the Leeds Adult
Learning website even has an integrated journey planner with bus
routes and maps to identify the best and easiest way to travel.
6,500 adults took part in more than 1,200 adult learning
courses at community venues across the city last year.
The new website marks the first time that information from dozens
of different course providers can be found in a single place.

In September, the Bridge Church launched “The Bridge
Café”. This is the latest initiative to provide a safe and friendly
meeting place for those living with dementia and their carers.
All the volunteers helping to run the café have received training
and help to support with activities such as jigsaws, dominos,
arts and craft, singing, chatting and making friends with the
people who attend. Our volunteers are there to listen,
befriend and help carers with useful information.
Light refreshments are available throughout the afternoon.
Minister of the Bridge Church, Reverend Jason McCullagh
said “This is a wonderful opportunity to engage with the
local community and welcome them in to our wonderful
buildings in order to offer friendship and support”.
If you are interested in attending, the Café opens on alternate
Thursday afternoons from 2:00pm to 4:00pm and more
information is available from Margaret Hollinrake on 01943
465141 or Anne Wigglesworth on 01943 462880.

To kick off the awards a Launch Event was held on the evening
of Tuesday 21st November at The Black Horse, Kirkgate,
which was very well attended and everyone said how much
they are looking forward to next year’s Awards Ceremony.
Not only does it recognize the great businesses we have in
our town, it also brings our business owners together socially
over a few drinks and great food!
The Award Categories for this year are:
•
•
•
•
•

Best Newcomer • Best Food and Drink • Best Retail
Good Service Award • Best Small Business • Best Café
Community Award • Best Apprentice/Trainee
Best Large Business Award • Best Service Sector
Lifetime Achievement

How do you vote for your favourite business?
You may nominate one or more businesses that fall into any
of the above categories. Nominations open on 1st January
2018. To nominate your chosen business please complete a
Nomination Form which can be picked up in Otley businesses
or completed online at www.otleychamber.co.uk
The closing date for Nomination Forms to be submitted is
Wednesday 31st January 2018.

TOWN MAYOR’S NEWS
Country Markets will be open on Friday 1st and
15th December in the Otley Labour rooms,
Walkergate from 9.30am to 11.30am. There will
be a wide range of sweet and savoury baked
goods for you to stock up on for the festive
period and maybe buy gifts for foodie friends.

Interested in cooking, growing or crafting for
Country Markets? We welcome new Members,
so pop along and have a chat with us.
For further information, visit:
www.country-markets.co.uk or email
Sarah Freeman at sarahf66@yahoo.co.uk

Otley Achievement Awards
The Otley Annual Achievement Award showcases
the work of hardworking individuals within the
town by recognising both a young person and
adult who has achieved something outstanding
– be it academically, musically, sporting or artistic
– overcome some form of adversity or helped to
make a difference in the local community.
If you know of anyone who has achieved something
outstanding or made a significant contribution to
our town during 2017 then we would like to hear
from you, by nominating them now for the Otley
Achievement Award.

This award celebrates achievements made during
the year with the winner recognised with a cash
prize and certificate. Nomination forms are available
from the Otley Core or by visiting our website at
www.otleytowncouncil.gov.uk
The deadline for nominations is Friday 2nd March
2018. Please return all nominations to Jason
Knowles or e-mail:
community@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

HONORARY CITIZENS
Otley Town Mayor Cllr Nigel Francis is pleased
to issue a call to the townsfolk of Otley to nominate candidates for Honorary Citizenship.
The Mayor said “Honorary Citizenship is the
highest acknowledgement that the town can
give to those who have performed exceptional,
committed service to the community for a period
of many years. The list of Honorary Citizens is
distinguished and only those who have
provided exemplary service achieve such status”.

There is no form to fill in, nominations should
be in the form of a supporting letter and sent to
the Executive Officer, Otley Town Council,
Otley Core Resource Centre, Unit 11 Orchard
Gate, Otley, LS21 3NX not later than midday
on Friday 9th March 2018.
If there are any queries please contact the
Executive Officer at the above address or by
telephone 01943 466335 or email:
eo@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

NEW
HONORARY
CITIZEN
Honorary citizens are greatly respected
in the community and it is the highest
civic recognition that the town can
award to any persons nominated and
deemed to have performed exceptional and committed service to the
Otley community over a long period of
time. The list of Otley’s Honorary Citizens,
both past and present, is distinguished
and only those who have provided exemplary service achieve such status. A
recent addition to the Honorary Citizen
roll call is Mr John Popplewell.
A resident of Otley for many years, John Popplewell worked as an
apprentice forester on the Otley Chevin during the 1970’s, helping with
all aspects of land management, before working for the Parks Department
where he continued to work in and around Otley until retiring in 2005.
Whilst working John also began to get involved with what has become
an impressive list of community groups. For over 10 years he was a
Cub Scout Leader for Otley Parish Scouts (West Pack). For over 30 years
he was a member of the St John’s Ambulance, originally as a cadet
and going on to win awards at national competitions and teaching
younger people in basic first aid and later an Otley First Responder.
For a couple of years John was the local club leader for the Royal Society
for the Protection of Birds and for over 20 years was an active member
of the West Yorkshire Bat Group.
Until recently John was a committee member and then Chair of the
Otley Neighbourhood Watch and was involved in the set-up of the no
cold calling zones and recruitment of Neighbourhood Watch street
coordinators.
For over 10 years he has been a volunteer at Otley Action for Older
People - helping out at the Luncheon Club, acting as an escort on trips
out and information days, providing one to one support to people with
disabilities and who are wheelchair bound and each year helping to
design and dress the Otley Action minibus for its entry into the Otley
Carnival Parade.
John has also helped the Royal British Legion for a number of years as
a collector. As well as all these community activities, John is also a
part-time carer to his wife.
Mr Popplewell received the title of Honorary Citizen of Otley at the
Town Council Annual General Meeting in May from the newly elected
Town Mayor Nigel Francis.

Sometimes as Town Mayor I wish I could control the
weather! In our country staging any outdoor event is
a risk and as such, you sometimes feel that everything
is against you. When we staged the Otley Vintage
Transport Extravaganza in September, our main
fund raiser for the year, the day left much to be
desired and it did not help when the weatherman
said it would rain for most of the day! To those
people who attended, a great big ‘thank you’. I
am sure the sun will shine next year!
Since the last Otley Matters, we seem to have been
everywhere and done everything! Committed to
‘Putting Otley on the Map’ is still our aim and as
such we have flown the flag at various events. If
you would like me to attend any events or speak to
your organisation or group on my record breaking
year, Charity work, radio work, etc please contact
the Mayor’s Secretary Tom Shortall on 466335 or
email: admin@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk
Some recent engagements have included: the
Army Cadet Force Presentation Day and the Poolin-Wharfedale Parish Council Thanksgiving service;
the ‘new presidents’ day’ for the Otley Lions; the
Otley Show; and, Otley Carnival which was a credit
to the overworked, small committee, who each
year, work to bring the event to Otley and likewise
the Otley Rhythmic Gymnastic Club who work
tirelessly with the young people to present a very
polished display at their Annual display.
By the time you are reading this I would hope that
many of you are looking forward to Christmas and
the New Year. There will be a Snowman trail
around Otley and the sheep trail to keep you on
your toes! The lights will be twinkling and the
trees appearing and hopefully the Mayor’s Otley
Christmas cards and calendars will be selling well
in the Core and other outlets in the town!
May I wish each and everyone one of you a very
peaceful and happy Christmas and a wonderful
joyful New Year from Nigel Francis, Town Mayor,
Callum, my Consort and Diane, my wife.

If you would like to donate or help with the largest
Appeal we have ever launched – the 14+1 Appeal
- please feel free to contact me at:
nigelfrancis@btinternet.com
Donations can be sent to Nigel Francis, c/o Otley
Core, Orchardgate, Otley LS21 3NX. Please make
cheques payable to either the Otley Town Mayors
Appeal or the Avro Memorial Appeal.
For more information on the Town Mayor’s 14+1
Charity appeal please visit:
www.14plus1.weebly.com

OTLEY TOWN COUNCIL MESSAGE BOARD
ROOMS FOR HIRE

Otley Core Resource Centre has rooms and exhibition
space available for hire. The exhibition space is also
available for use by charitable organisations as an
indoor venue free of charge.
Should you wish to enquire about any of our facilities
or make a booking, please contact a member of the
Core liaison staff on 01943 466335 or e-mail
admin@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

Job Advertisements

Do you have a job vacancy that you would like to
advertise free of charge? A job vacancy display area
has
now been set up at the Otley Core in Orchard Gate.
If you would like to advertise your job please email
admin@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk with your poster
advertising the position.
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Community Fund
Grant Awards
Grants awarded at the October meeting of the
Community Development Committee:
• Otley Carnival (awarded £500)
• Otley Walking Festival (awarded £500)
If your group or organisation require grant support
from the Town Council, please contact Jason
Knowles for an application form on 01943 466335
or email community@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk
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CONTACTING YOUR COUNCILLORS
ASHFIELD WARD
Kim Holmes (Lib Dem)
kim.holmes@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk
Penny Robinson (Lib Dem) t: 07543086557
penny.robinson@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk
Ian Jackson (Lib Dem)
ian.jackson@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

PRINCE HENRY WARD
Philip Bye (Lib Dem) t: 01943 467199
philip.bye@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk
Colin Campbell (Lib Dem) t: 07973521547
colin.campbell@leeds.gov.uk
Mary Vickers (Lib Dem) t: 07889054242
mary.vickers@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

Peter Jackson (Lib Dem) t: 07979438284
peter.jackson@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

DANEFIELD WARD
Mick Bradley (Green) t: 01943 467871
mick.bradley@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk
Nigel Francis (Ind) t: 01943 463467
nigel.francis@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk
RayGeorgeson (Lib Dem) t: 07711069433
ray.georgeson@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk
Twitter: @RayGeorgesonL
Ray Smith (Lib Dem) t: 07946800946
ray.smith@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

Sylvia Thomson (Lib Dem)
sylvia.thomson@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

MANOR WARD

WEST CHEVIN WARD

Jackie Brown (Ind) t: 07908044596
jackie.brown@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

Paul Carter (Lib Dem)
paul.carter@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

Stephen Brown (Ind) t: 07908044596
stephen.brown@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

Savanna Dabill (Lib Dem) t: 07704261249
savanna.dabill@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

Wayne Green (Lib Dem)
wayne.green@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

Linda Hoare (Lib Dem) t: 07931281862
linda.hoare@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

Douglas Robinson (Lib Dem) t: 07941582468
douglas.robinson@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

Kate Whelan (Lib Dem)
kate.whelan@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

Back row left to right: Terry Ford (Bellman); Cllr Douglas Robinson; Cllr Linda Hoare; Cllr Peter Jackson; Cllr Stephen Brown; Cllr Mick Bradley;
Cllr Paul Carter; Cllr Ian Jackson; Cllr Colin Campbell
Front row left to right: Cllr Penny Robinson; Cllr Sylvia Thomson; Cllr Kim Holmes; Cllr Ray Georgeson (Chair of Council); Cllr Nigel Francis (Town Mayor);
Suzanne Kidger (Executive Officer); Cllr Mary Vickers (Deputy Town Mayor); Cllr Jackie Brown; Cllr Ray Smith
Apologies given: Cllr Philip Bye; Cllr Savanna Dabill; Cllr Wayne Green; Cllr Kate Whelan

All councillors work in a voluntary capacity

OTLEY TOWN COUNCIL
SURGERIES
Otley Town Council hold Councillor Surgeries at
Otley Core Resource Centre for residents who would
like to meet a councillor and discuss any local issues
or raise any problems or concerns relating to the
work and responsibilities of the Council. Surgeries
are usually held on the last Saturday of the month
from 10am to noon.
Appointments not needed - just drop in. Please check
the windows in the Otley Core and the Council
website for upcoming dates and times.

OTLEY TOWN COUNCIL
LITTER PICKS

A programme of regular litter picks are run
by Otley Town Council. These take place on
Saturday morning from 10am until noon.
The dates for upcoming litter picks are:
Sat 9th Dec meet at the café in
Wharfemeadows Park
Sat 13th Jan - meet outside the shops on
Weston Drive
Sat 10th Feb - meet at the Maypole in
Manchester Square
Equipment will be provided but you may wish
to bring your own gloves. We look forward
to seeing you there!

Christmas Greetings
Otley Town Council would like to wish everyone a
Happy Christmas and a prosperous New Year in 2017!

LEEDS CITY
COUNCILLORS SURGERIES
To speak with Cllr Colin Campbell;
Cllr Ryk Downes or Cllr Sandy Lay
Drop-in surgeries are held on:
First Saturday in the month at Otley Library
(9.30 to 10.30am)
Third Saturday in the month at Yeadon Town
Hall (9.30 to 10.30am)
If inconvenient please ring to organise a meeting on
07973521547 or email colin.campbell@leeds.gov.uk

TOWN COUNCIL MEETINGS
DEC 2017 – FEB 2018
Planning
Environment & Sustainability
Policy & Resources
Full Council
Planning
Community Development

8th Jan 2018
22nd Jan 2018
5th Feb 2018

Town Council meetings are usually held at the Otley Core
Resource Centre, 11 Orchard Gate, Otley. All meetings
usually commence at 7pm but times and venues are
subject to change.
Please check www.otleytowncouncil.gov.uk or the windows
at the Otley Core Resource Centre for meeting times.

ALLOTMENT NOTICES
Rental bills for 2018 will be posted out in late December and we would
appreciate all bills being paid by 31st January 2018. In addition to
your bill you will receive a new lease. This lease must be signed and
returned with your payment to secure your allotment for the coming
year. Payments alone, without returning the signed lease will not
secure your continued rental of the allotment.
Please note that the issuing of new leases is for administration
purposes only and for maintenance of allotment records.
Unfortunately, this year we have had quite a few issues reported to us
concerning allotment holders not working their plots. It is important
that all allotment holders understand that they must continually work
and maintain their plot and that failure to do so will result in a warning
and possible termination of their lease. It is essential that you let us
know if you are having issues with working your plot or whether
there are any special circumstances that you would like to be taken
into account.
If you have decided not to renew your tenancy for 2018 will you
please let Karen Smith, Allotment Manager, know as soon as possible
on 01943466335 or admin@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk to avoid being
billed for the coming year.
We hope you have enjoyed another successful year of digging and
wish you a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.
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Members of the public are encouraged to attend. By
prior arrangement with the Executive Officer members
of the public may arrange to address a Committee or
council meeting before it starts its agenda.
Please contact the Executive Officer on 01943 466335 or
by email eo@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk for further details.
Please note that the Audit and Human Resources meetings are
not open to the public.

MP SURGERIES
Private surgeries and drop-in sessions are held
throughout the constituency should you wish to
speak with Alex Sobel MP.
Otley Drop-in surgeries are held on the third
Saturday of month: 11am–12pm at Sainsbury’s
Otley private surgeries are on the first Friday of
month: 4pm-5pm at Otley Labour Rooms.
You can also make contact via email:
alex.sobel.mp@parliament.uk
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