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IT’S FESTIVAL TIME
OTLEY
FOOD

& DRINK

OTLEY WALKING FESTIVAL
It’s back again! Get your boots ready for Otley Walking Festival 2017

This year’s Walking Festival opens on Saturday 24th June and
runs until Sunday 2nd July with walks and events every day and
evening of the Festival.
With a choice of 45 walks and events, there really is something
for everyone!
Short town-based walks, themed walks, woodland walks,
strenuous moorland hikes plus a full evening programme of
entertaining themed events. You can be sure of a warm welcome

from our Walk Leaders and the chance to meet other friendly
folk.
Otley Walking Festival 2017 programmes are available now at
Bondgate Bakery, The Core, Chevin Trek, Otley Library, Otley
Courthouse, Tourist Information Centres and many local
businesses.
Also online at: www.otleywalkingfestival.co.uk

FESTIVAL

The annual Otley Food and Drink Festival
will take place on Sunday 16th July, from
10.00am to 4.00pm.
With FREE ENTRY this event is a must for all food and
drink lovers, attracting large crowds to the town.
Visitors can enjoy a wide range of stalls selling good
quality, locally produced food and drink, together with
a large selection of Street Food to suit every taste. To
add to the party atmosphere there will be lots of music
and free children’s entertainment.

OTLEY TOWN COUNCIL
COMMUNITY FUND

OTLEY
FLOWER

FESTIVAL
The cookery theatre will feature demonstrations by:
Patisserie Viennoise, Mario Olianas, Chevin Country
Park Hotel, Bondgate Bakery and Stephanie Moon,
who we are delighted to announce will be hosting the
event again.

Don’t miss this exciting, fun-filled day in Otley!!
Full details can be found on the Visit Otley website:
www.visitotley.co.uk

Please support a celebration of “All Things
Bright and Beautiful” at the Otley All Saints
Parish Church from 22nd to 25th June.
The event starts with a preview evening on Thursday
22nd June, 7-9pm, when guests can enjoy the floral
arrangements with wine or soft drinks and nibbles along
with music from local artists. The festival continues on
Friday and Saturday 10-4pm and Sunday 12-4pm with
tea, coffee and light refreshments available to buy.

Entrance to the main festival is FREE with donations
welcome on the day. Tickets for the preview evening are
available at £5 each from Otley Parish Church office on
01943 465927 or email info@otleyparishchurch.org
or on the door.
Sponsorship of an arrangement is welcome and anyone
interested should contact the Church office.
We are grateful to Hardisty & co Estate Agent for their
support with publicity.

www.otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

UPCOMING EVENTS
June
17
22-25
24-2
25
25
25
28

Otley Carnival
Otley Flower Festival
Otley Walking Festival
Summer Bands in the Park – Yorkshire Brass Quintet
Otley Farmers Market
Otley Designer Craft Fair
Otley Cycle Race

July
16
23
30
30

Otley Food & Drink Festival
Summer Bands in the Park – Otley Brass Band
Otley Farmers Market
Otley Designer Craft Fair

August
12
Otley Zombie Apocalypse
27
Otley Farmers Market
27
Otley Designer Craft Fair

* Otley Market Days
held every Tuesday,
Friday and Saturday

LOGCO OTLEY
CYCLE RACES 2017
Bondgate, Otley • Wednesday 28th June 2017 • Road Closures from 5.15pm • Admission Free
Part of the HSBC UK National Circuit Series and the HSBC UK Women’s National Road Series and
featuring top men and women professional race teams, with support races for amateurs and young
riders.
Designed to showcase the very best of British Elite Cycling in an exciting and dramatic context the
HSBC UK National Circuit Race Series has become one of the highlights of the summer racing calendar
and this year returns to Otley Town Centre on Wednesday 28th June for the 32nd year.
Most of the riders you see racing round Otley on the night will do more miles on their bikes than most
people do in their cars each year. Some of the top riders will do more than 15,000 miles a year training
and racing, often on their own or across deserted countryside so these town centre races held on
balmy summer evenings are a chance for them to compete in the frenzied atmosphere which can only
be created by thousands of spectators cheering them on. As a rider there is nothing more exciting
than racing through streets lined with people creating a wall of noise. The racers you see on the night
will be fuelled by adrenalin created by the noise you make. The more noise you make the faster they
will go down Bondgate!

YOU TOO CAN HELP
OTLEY TO BLOOM!

This summer, for the first time, Otley will compete at national level in Britain in Bloom. Otley
was chosen for this honour because of the impressive way in which volunteers from our
community have created and cared for its green spaces, often transforming dull and neglected areas with plants to be enjoyed by people and wildlife alike. In August the judges
will look at Otley’s horticultural achievements, alongside environmental responsibility and
community participation. People of all ages are needed to help prepare for the competition.
Here are some key dates:
Tuesday 6th June at 7.00pm: Otley in Bloom planning meeting at Courtyard Planters, Westgate.
Come along to find out more about the group.
Sunday 11th June at 10.00am: Summer planting session. Meet at the Buttercross, Market Place.
Sunday 25th June from 12.00-5.00 pm: Open gardens. Spend a pleasant afternoon visiting
private gardens in Otley. Cream teas will be on offer! For more details visit our website or
call Katie on 01943 462390.
Thursday 29th June at 7.00 pm: As part of Otley Walking Festival, join a guided walk along
the route the judges will take later in the summer.
Tuesday 4th July at 7.00 pm: Otley in Bloom planning meeting at Courtyard Planters,
Westgate. All hands on deck!
Sunday 30th July at 10.00 am: Meet at the Buttercross, Market Place for a sociable litter
pick. Equipment is provided.
Monday 31st July - Friday 11th August: Otley will welcome the visiting Britain in Bloom judges.
To get in touch with the group, please call Katie Burnett on 01943 462390. Keep calm and
water the plants!

Music in the Park
Photograph © Simon Cliff

Please note the roads will be closed from 5.15pm to 11.00pm with the circuit comprising Kirkgate,
Bondgate, Gay Lane, Leeds Road, East Chevin Road, Birdcage Walk, West Chevin Road and Burras Lane.

SPONSORED BY
OTLEY TOWN COUNCIL

SPONSORED BY
OTLEY TOWN COUNCIL

This summer, Wharfemeadows Park will host
two brass band concerts as part of Leeds
International Concert Season’s Summer Bands
in Leeds Parks series. First, the Yorkshire Brass
Quintet will perform popular favourites on
Sunday 25th June and local talent Otley Brass
Band will perform brass band classics on Sunday
23rd July. Both concerts are on Sundays from
2.30pm to 4.30pm and are absolutely free.

Dig out your picnic rugs and sunhats for a
perfect way to spend a lazy Sunday afternoon.
For a free leaflet with full listings of Summer
Bands in Leeds Parks call 0113 378 6600, email:
music@leeds.gov.uk or visit
www.leedsconcertseason.com

Litter blights the environment and our aim
is to keep the streets, lanes and green
spaces of Otley free of litter. A programme
of regular litter picks are intended to keep
on top of the problem. Anyone interested
in contributing to improving our town's
environment are most welcome to take part.

The dates for the upcoming litter picks are:
Sat 10th June - 10am to noon meet outside the
old Summercross Pub;
Sat 8th July - 10am to noon meet at
Wharfemeadows Park café;
Sat 12th Aug - 10am to noon meet at Grove
Hill Car Park, Ilkley Rd.

These two concerts are very kindly sponsored by Outer
North West Community Committee and Otley
Town Council.

RAISING FUNDS FOR
PEOPLE WITH SIGHT LOSS LITTER FREE OTLEY

Guide Dogs is inviting local residents to
come along to the Otley Core Resource
Centre on Friday 30th June for tea and
cakes, and find out more about the charity
and its life changing work in Otley and
the surrounding area.

As well as informing people about its work, the
charity is looking to recruit new volunteers in a range
of different roles, and anyone who pops in can
hear about the fantastic range of opportunities
including puppy walking, boarding, My Guide
sighted volunteering, fundraising, public speaking
and campaigning, among other things. You will
also hear what a great organisation Guide Dogs
is, how varied its work is, and how getting
involved can help build awareness of its life
changing work that enables people with sight

loss to get out and about with confidence and
independence.

This is what one of our guide dog owners,
Rachael, said about her guide dog, Samson:
“You have lifted me out of a bottomless pit of
despair. You have guided me out of harm’s way,
and you have guided me back into my life. You
are more than ‘just’ my guide dog. You are my
mate, my saviour and dare I say it…my hero”.

Equipment will be
provided but you may
wish to bring your
own gloves.

We hope you can pop in and say hello, meet
some of our beautiful working and training guide
dogs, have a cup of tea and a piece of cake.
We’ll be at the Otley Core Resource Centre in
Orchard Gate on Friday 30th June between
10.00am and 3.00 pm.
For more information, please contact Charlotte
Walton on charlotte.walton@guidedogs.org.uk

Please help us make Otley litter free!

We look
forward to
seeing you
there!

BEHIND CLOSED DOORS
Question: Would you know how to help someone disclosing they were experiencing
domestic violence? Would you be confident to respond appropriately?
On a daily basis, many individuals and organisations find themselves supporting people who
disclose their experiences of domestic violence and abuse; such disclosures can be daunting
without the knowledge and confidence to manage them. Behind Closed Doors continually
strives to provide the highest quality of support to people across Leeds, teaching others to
achieve the same goal. This has recently been reflected in our training courses which
have been accredited as worthy of CPD Certification. Feedback from our most recent
Workshop included “Just brilliant – best training I have been on for ages. Lots of ideas for
my work and brilliant resources to use that will strengthen my work.”
Interested in finding out more about accessing training for yourself and/or colleagues?
Contact: Behind Closed Doors,
P O Box 275, Leeds, LS19 9BN
Tel: 0113 222 4562
OTLEY TOWN COUNCIL
e-mail:info@behind-closed-doors.org.uk
COMMUNITY FUND
www.behind-closed-doors.org.uk

Otley Carnival
Hannah Pears, who attends the Whartons, has been chosen as the Otley Carnival Queen for 2017.
Like all years the decision was tough and the Committee would like to thank all those who applied
for the various roles.
Hannah’s deputy will be Maisy
Dixon who attends Westgate
School. Her attendants will be Ellie
Whitaker and Molly Broadbent,
who both attend The Whartons
and the crown bearer will be
Niamh Casey who attends St.
Josephs.

Otley Lions hosted a successful Fashion
Show at M&Co raising £542 with Chip being
one of the models.
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Otley Town Council, through their community development grant, generously provided £250
towards the cost of this year’s event. The school is thankful for their support in providing
these opportunities to local bands, and continuing to strengthen the links between Council
and school.
“This competition gives the chance of competing for a place in a national festival, whilst
helping us raise money for such a valuable cause. It’s fantastic for the council and school to
work together like this to provide local musicians with such
an opportunity”, said Chris Smith, English Teacher and
OTLEY TOWN COUNCIL
COMMUNITY FUND
organiser of the Prince Henry’s Battle of the Bands.

Come and explore the Chevin!

Podcasts for the Geology & Heritage trails available from our website:
http://chevinforest.co.uk/downloads/
Activity & information leaflets, Spotters guides all available on the day.
Disabled parking only at the White House, accessed from Johnny
Lane - please note the drive up is very steep. Disabled facilities at
the Education centre.

OTLEY TOWN COUNCIL
COMMUNITY FUND

OTLEY
LIONS
Otley Lions are celebrating the fact that
2017 is the Centennial Year of Lions Clubs
International and as a gift to the people of
Otley made the annual Band Concert a free
event. Otley Brass Band entertained a
packed United Reformed Church but the
highlight of the night was when Otley Lions
Mascot Chip Otlienson conducted the Band.
Otley Lions hosted the Lions District 105C
Convention at the Mecure Parkway Hotel
where the Convention was addressed by
Otley Town Mayor Ian Jackson.

The PHGS entry into the Martin House
CentreStage competition begins at
Otley Courthouse on the last day of
term before Easter each year, when
the school selects their entrants for a
chance to play at Leeds and Reading
festivals. Last year, two PHGS bands
made it through to the final in July,
with Blyss and Lewis Crossley playing to 1,000 people at the o2 Academy final.

Friends of Chevin Forest are holding an Open Day on 1st July at 10am – 4pm
based at the Education Centre behind the White House. It’s free with family
friendly activities - walks (see Otley Walking Festival leaflet for details) and
trails, Forest School (morning only); demonstrations of woodworking and dry
stone walling; exhibition of the history of The Chevin and more…
Bring a picnic and enjoy the sunshine (we hope!), but refreshments
also available.

The Carnival Committee would
like to wish the Carnival Queen
and her team a successful year.
We are sure they will serve our
town well and enjoy their year.
We would also like to thank the
judges and Stephen H Smith’s Garden Centre for sponsoring the
Queens Evening.
This year’s Poster Competition winner was designed by Emma
Bowie, a pupil of Pool-in-Wharfedale Primary School. Emma
received her award from the sponsors The Stew and Oyster and
a tee shirt bearing her design was generously donated by
Colourfusion of Otley. The committee would like to thank all the
children who entered the competition.

PRINCE HENRY’S
BATTLE OF THE BANDS

Otley Women Together
As part of Otley Women Together programme of
events, Otley resident Shannon Coles will be
giving an 'Introduction to Autism' talk on 15th
June at 7.30pm at Otley Courthouse. Everyone
is welcome at this event.
Shannon Coles, won the National Autistic
Society 2017 Professionals Award in March.
Shannon has worked with autistic children, their
families and their schools, for over 40 years. She
is now retired but is still very active in supporting
young people and families across the Leeds area.
She says “People with autism will only be able
to flourish when everyone understands”.

Women’s Day 2016. Following a very successful
weekend in March 2016, the group’s finances
were boosted by a grant from the Waitrose
Green Token scheme. This has enabled the
group to offer further talks and events in autumn
2016 (a talk and question session on the
menopause) and for International Women’s Day
in March 2017 (circle dancing at the Courthouse
and a shared lunch followed by a talk from
‘Behind Closed Doors’).
Members of Otley Women Together welcome
everyone to the events. Ideas and help with
organising events are also always welcome.

In the coming months, look out for the Otley
Lions Centennial Garden in Wharfemeadows
Park and appearances by Otley Lions and
Chip at local community events.

Otley Women Together was set up in 2015, with
the help of a grant from Otley Town Council, to
organise events and activities for International

Otley Lions meet every first and third Monday
at the Horse and Farrier on Bridge Street,
Otley at 7.30pm. New members welcome
and we also want to hear from any projects
that might need help from Otley Lions.

END OF AN ERA

For details phone Jonathan on
01943 461905 or 07712 447366.

WHARFEDALE GARDENERS’
GROUP
www.wharfedalegardeners.co.uk

A large audience of both members and visitors enjoyed the 70th Anniversary celebrity lecture by Chris
Beardshaw on April 11th. This was the last talk of the season - the May meeting was the annual plant
auction when our auctioneer Alan Wilson entertained everyone with his unique style.
In May we held an Anniversary tea at Otley Golf Club and in June several of our members will be
opening their gardens - for members only to visit. There will also be three trips to visit other gardens.
The new season will begin in September. We welcome new members and guests.
For further information see our website or phone membership secretary Thelma on 01132 256405.
The Town Councils planning consultant and volunteers are working
hard to produce the next version of the Neighbourhood Plan which
will be ready for consultation early autumn. This will be your last
chance to comment on the policies that will help shape the future
growth and development of the town. After considering everyone’s
responses the plan will be amended and submitted to Leeds City
Council early in 2018. Keep a look out for the posters of how to get
involved. Watch out for the summary in the next Otley Matters.
Make your views known – it’s your town and your plan.

For further information please ring 01943
464431.

Newall School of Dancing, founded in 1961 by
Carol Newbould at the age of 17, has hung up
its ballet shoes for the final time. The school has
moved around Otley during the 56 years it was
established – setting up in the Otley Mechanics
Institute, running Saturday morning classes at
Newall Church Hall and moving to a studio in
Kirkgate in 1977.
Carol has been principal of the School whilst
bringing up her family. Over the years the school
has welcomed thousands of students from Otley
and surrounding communities who have been
taught Ballet, Tap, Stage, Disco, Gymnastic
Dance, Modern Dance and Jazz.

The school has also been involved in numerous
shows and exams. Between 1971 and 1973,
Newall School of Dance was invited to provide
25 dancers for episodes of YTV Junior Showtime
programmes. The school then auditioned successfully to be part of a show to open York Opera
House after renovation and then to take part in
the opening of Leeds Playhouse.
The school has produced ballet teachers who
have gone on to open their own schools and
a number of students have been Associates
with the Royal Ballet School and Northern Ballet
Theatre. Some successfully auditioned for full time
training. At the age of 16, Alison Barraclough
was so successful she was awarded a scholarship
to Central, Elmhurst and Hammond.
There have been so many memories and happy
times and Carol would like to thank everyone she
has come into contact with. Carol is an Honorary
Citizen of Otley.

ILKLEY AND DISTRICT U3A

Ilkley and District U3A (Third Age Trust) are celebrating their 20th
year in Wharfedale, with just-short of 1,500 members and over 140
different activity groups. These range from various music groups
to motor-cycle maintenance, pétanque to a choice of languages...
The photograph shows the Trustees with a celebratory birthday
cake, later donated to Abbeyfield Retirement Home.
To hear more about U3A, come to the Otley drop-in at the Otley
Core in Orchard Gate on Friday 23rd June, 10.30am-12.00.

ST GEORGE’S DAY PARADE
To the sound of drums from Ilkley Air Cadets - 320
Beavers Scouts, Cub Scouts, Scouts and Explorer Scouts
from the ten Scouting Groups in Wharfedale District
(Otley, Menston, Burley-in-Wharfedale, Ben Rhydding,
Ilkley and Addingham) marched through Otley on a
sunny St George’s Day.

A renewal of promises was made during the Service at
Otley Bridge Church, where the colours were presented
and a presentation given by a worker from the charity
Feed the Minds. The salute on Kirkgate was taken by
Alan Pratt, District Commissioner, accompanied by Ian
Jackson, Otley Town Mayor, his consort Lesley Jackson,
members of Otley Town Council and representatives
from West Yorkshire County Scouts and Girl Guiding UK.
Thanks go to Otley Town Council for their grant towards
the cost of the Traffic Management Company and to
those drivers held up by the Parade for their patience.

OTLEY TOWN COUNCIL
COMMUNITY FUND

Otley Grove
Hill Tennis Club
Otley Grove Hill Tennis Club are pleased to announce that
their new Clubhouse and Community facility is now fully
open and available for bookings. Built with Lottery funding
and grant support from Otley Town Council, this light and
airy building is an ideal venue for Clubs and Societies or
anyone wanting to hold classes, meetings or a children's
birthday party.

Macmillan
Cancer Support
Otley fundraising group for Macmillan Cancer Support are
celebrating having raised £21,911 in 2016...the highest annual
total since the group was formed. That brings the accumulated
total since 2009 to £114,458.
The group wishes to thank everyone who has supported them
over the years and hope people will continue to provide support
in the future.
The group have a monthly meeting on the first Thursday of the
month at the Core in Otley at 2pm. If you can spare just a few
hours occasionally to help or maybe you enjoy knitting or baking
the group would be very grateful.
For further details please ring 07946 626851

OTLEY TOWN COUNCIL
COMMUNITY FUND

If you would like a tour of the building, to discuss your
requirements or get details of our hire charges - then
initially please contact Phil Crook on 07730 398576 or
email philcrook1922@gmail.com

OTLEY ARTS CLUB

OTLEY ARTS CLUB is a friendly local club with a long
history. Established in 1947, we offer a varied programme
of guest tutors, demonstrations, life drawing and portraiture
evenings - plus our workshops where you can continue
your own projects in a relaxed environment.
We also hold an annual Summer Exhibition in July at Otley
Courthouse - our 70th this year.
We are keen to welcome and encourage new members of all
ages, abilities and creative interest so please come along and
join us.
We meet on Wednesday evenings, 7.30pm until 9.30pm at the
Welfare Centre, Crossgate, opposite the Old Cock public house.
Membership fees are £20 per term, £50 for the year - or just
drop in week by week for £3 per session.
Please contact Phil on 01943 467029 for more details.

OTLEY PARISH CHURCH
We are enjoying a busy Spring time at the Parish Church, with several successful community
events, including a fundraising ceilidh in aid of Candlelighters, a fashion show for St Gemma’s
Hospice and Otley and Ilkley Choral Societies’ Spring concert. A recent new venture was a
weekend exhibition by the extremely talented Otley Camera Club, which was a great success
and enjoyed by all who visited.

Riding Lights Theatre Company performed their ‘Passion Play’ to an appreciative audience,
drawing us into the experience of Jesus’ Mother, Mary and two of his disciples and how they
were feeling after the Crucifixion, but before the Resurrection.
Between Ascension and Pentecost, church members will be joining with other local Christians
to pray for the needs of the town, its people and the wider community, in an ongoing initiative
by Archbishops Welby and Sentamu, called ‘Thy Kingdom Come’.
For more information visit: http://www.thykingdom.co.uk

BRIDGE
CHURCH

Otley Choral Society
Once again Otley Choral Society performed in style to a packed
audience at the Spring Concert. They sang the Faure Requiem with
clarity and diction, followed by his Cantique de Jean Racine, which
was delivered with real feeling.
This was followed in the second half by Howard Goodall’s Eternal
Light: a Requiem. Here, the choir were supported admirably by Juliet
Montgomery (Soprano) and Stuart Orme (Baritone), who gave
thoughtful and moving performances. The concert provided a
fitting tribute to Pat (pianist) and Barry Jordan (conductor) for their
dedicated service to Otley Choral Society.

There was a splendid display of fine china and a traditional
afternoon Tea on offer at the Bridge on the eve of Mothering Sunday.
A full house enjoyed sandwiches, homemade cakes and scones
presented on three tier cake stands, whilst being entertained by
pianist Nigel Wears who played a medley of nostalgic tunes.
Surplus produce was sold after Sunday worship and the whole
event raised £648 for Feed the Minds, the chosen charity for this
year. The money raised at the Red Pepper Curry night the previous
week meant that nearly one thousand pounds went into the
Charity pot in a very short time.

Rehearsals will start in September for a November performance of
Mendelssohn’s Elijah. In the spring, the choir will be joining with
other local groups and Leeds Symphony Orchestra for a performance
of Verdi’s wonderful Requiem. A once in a lifetime opportunity for
all interested choral singers.

The Church gardens are full of colour again and will help to enhance
no less than six weddings booked for this summer.

To find out more about the choir, visit our website:
www.otleychoral.org.uk or on facebook @otleychoral

STUDENTS’ VOICES SET FREE
Year 7 students at Prince Henry’s enjoyed a special World Poetry Day workshop recently.
Otley Town Poet Matthew H Stoppard and Otley Bellman Terry Ford came to lessons and
led the students through finding their voice through poetry.
After a demonstration of the technique of town crying, students were set the task of writing
their own poem, which they leapt on to with enthusiasm.
“It was a huge privilege to meet the young writers today. Fantastic work, thoughtful poetry and
excellent delivery!” said the visitors.
“This was a great opportunity for students to experience poetry beyond the page and the work
they produced was really inspiring”, said Annie Cunniffe, Faculty Leader in English.
Oliver Hallidie Smith’s poem:

ART AND CRAFT
CLASSES FOR ALL
Local artist and educator, Sue Dixon runs a variety of art and craft classes for all ages and abilities
at The Woolpack Studios on Bondgate - including workshops, courses, tutorials and art parties.
Activities include: stained glass, printmaking, sketching and drawing, batik and felt making, silver
jewellery, willow sculpture, junior art sessions (held on a Saturday 10am-12pm) and a Knit and
Natter group (Tuesdays 7.30pm-9pm fortnightly).
New groups include: Otley Sketchbook Circle and Otley Print Group.
No experience is necessary. Come along and get creative.
If interested please contact:
sue.dixon@sky.com or check out www.woolpackstudios.co.uk/art/

The high pitch yowl of a cat,
The harmonic sound of a choir,
The broken noise of a voice going flat,
And the hissing whisper of a liar.

Children and young
people have their say!
Earlier this year over 100 young people
from 30 outer north-west Leeds schools
joined local Councillors at Prince Henry’s
School in Otley to share their views and
voices by enjoying a full day of activities.
The young people took part in fun sessions
run by local providers including: drama,
bushcraft, Minecraft and sports and had
the chance to let Councillors know how
they thought money should be spent on
activities for them during the holidays and
after school. They completed a workshop
session on democracy and found out how
they can have their say in their local area.

THE COURTHOUSE
COMMUNITY CHOIR
COME and JOIN US …“If you can talk then you can sing!”

Councillors from Outer North West Community
Committee worked with the young people
on the day and all the young people received
a goody bag with a certificate and water
bottle. You can find out more about the
Community Committee by following us on
facebook at:
www.facebook.com/LCCOuterNW

OTLEY AMBASSADORS
Local dignitaries and big names in the world of
arts, science and sport are among the first people
to be named Honorary Otley Ambassadors.
The new title has been bestowed on sixteen
people who are either from Otley or share a
strong bond with the town.
Among those given the role are world champion
cyclist Lizzie Deignan, Olympic swimmer Georgia
Coates and Para swimmer Danielle Bailey,
Greg Mulholland MP and BBC One Show scientist
Dr Marty Jopson.
Otley Town Council launched the new honours
as part of a project to promote the town and

The Courthouse Community Choir, led by Dave Stewart, meets at the Otley Courthouse on
Tuesdays 1.30-3.30 (term time) £5 per session.
We have over 40 members and new members, especially men, are always welcome.
Apart from being great fun singing is also good for your health and wellbeing.
We sing songs from folk traditions around the world as well as new ones and these are taught
by ear with no musical knowledge necessary.
You can also have refreshments and a chat in the lovely Courthouse Cafe before the session or
during the break.
Contact details: 01943 461971,

info@singout.me.uk

www.singout.me.uk

WHARFEDALE
SPEAKERS
Almost 40 years ago a speaking club was formed in the Wharfe
valley at the Otley Civic Centre. That club is still operational and
welcomes men and women to its fortnightly meetings, between
September and the following May, at its current premises in the
Manor Room at the Bridge Church.
Since its inception, hundreds of individuals have kick- started their
careers, improved their general communications skills, become
better speakers, better presenters and better leaders - all thanks
to the training and support of the national organisation - the
Association of Speakers Clubs.
Members progress from novice to professional at their own pace
in a friendly and supportive atmosphere where everyone’s views
are welcome. Give it a try for free.

boost tourism. The ambassadors will now act
as the “eyes and ears” of the town in the
wider world to help promote Otley to people
they meet at home and abroad.
Others who have accepted the role are Chair of
Otley Town Council Ray Georgeson, Leader of
Leeds City Council Judith Blake, Rob WoosnamSavage, curator of the Royal Armouries, Jen Birch
of the Otley Ukulele Orchestra, town poet
Matthew Hedley Stoppard, Malcolm Hills of
Morris dancing troupe Wharfedale Wayzgoose,
Bellman Terry Ford, Blue Badge guide Dudley
Parker and Cerebral Palsy Teens Ambassador
Chloe Tear as well as local business
people Paul Howard and Sally Hinchcliffe.
Cllr Paul Carter, chair of the council’s
trade and tourism committee, said:
“We are delighted to announce the
launch of our Honorary Ambassador
Programme with such a high-profile
and varied group of people. While they
may all come from different backgrounds
or sectors, they share one thing in common
- a burning passion for Otley to succeed
and a recognition of its future potential.”

OTLEY CAMERA CLUB
Otley Camera Club held a successful exhibition of
photographs in Otley Parish Church in April. Perhaps you
came along during the day, or to the evening reception,
which helped to raise over £500 for two local charities.
Photographic prints were on view from many of the Club’s
members and in addition, a DVD of work from the
past few years was shown in the café area. A Visitor’s
Book was open and complimentary comments were
received about the exhibition as well as the setting.
It was a busy time for Club members but also enjoyable
and an opportunity to meet fellow enthusiasts from
across the area. We were also able to publicise the
opportunities offered by the Club meetings, both on
outings and in weekly meetings.

Meetings are held from 8pm on the first and third Wednesdays
of the month.

The annual Battle with Cookridge Camera Club reported
in the last issue was won by Cookridge but watch this
space next year!

For further details please contact Christine on 01274 560461 or
Chris on 07941 785340.

For more information about the Club, visit:
www.otleycameraclub.net

NEW SOCIAL ENTERPRISE
STARTS UP IN OTLEY
June at Otley Courthouse
Saturday 3rd June, 7.30pm
An Audience With Martin Bell OBE
Martin Bell has covered war in
Vietnam, Angola, the Gulf and
the Balkans for television. In
1997 he stood for Parliament as
an Independent and defeated
Tory MP Neil Hamilton. His new
book ‘War and the Death of
News’ is a moving account of
life as a war reporter and how
it has changed. Martin welcomes
questions from the audience so
expect some lively debate.
Tickets are £18
Thursday 8th June, 8pm
Sarah Kendall: Shaken
Sarah's stand-up shows have been nominated for Perrier and Time
Out Comedy Awards. She has written for Beehive (Channel 4) and
Comedy Cuts (ITV) and is a regular on Radio 4's Clare in the
Community. In 1989 a major earthquake hits Sarah's hometown,
providing the backdrop to Shaken. Expect hilarity and some very
personal anecdotes.
Tickets are £12
Friday 9th June, 8pm
Papillon
Violinist Anna Phoebe
combines with guitarist
Nicolas Rizzi in Papillon. Eastern
influenced melodies are set
within cinematic soundscapes. Anna has toured with
Jon Lord, Jethro Tull and Roxy
Music while Papillon have
provided the main support for
Bob Dylan at Poland's Rock
Legends Festival.
Tickets are £12 / £10
Friday 16th June, 8pm
Jester B: West Coast to Greenwich Village
Brothers Jeremy Woodhead and Bryan Thomson are Jester B.
They take us on a nostalgic musical journey through the songs
of Simon and Garfunkel, The Eagles, Bob Dylan and others. Enjoy
an acoustic evening of fine harmonies. You'll know the words...
Tickets are £8 / £10
Friday 23rd June, 8pm
Nancy Kerr and James Fagan
Singer, songwriter and fiddle player Nancy is a member of stellar
folk trio Simpson, Cutting and Kerr. In 2015 she won BBC Radio
2 Folk Singer of the Year. Playing bouzouki, guitar and mandolin,
James has appeared on albums by Cara Dillon, Martin Simpson,
Eliza Carthy and Spiers & Bolden. He was part of Bellowhead's
2010 Hedonism tour.
Tickets are £13

All Good Things Community Food Project is the bright idea of local
foodie and social entrepreneur Nikki Sloper, who has extensive
experience in catering and a keen interest in the role of food in
the community.
Since obtaining some initial research funding from Leeds City
Council in 2015, Nikki has been researching the project and has
now set it up with a mission to bring the community of Otley
together with healthy, nutritious and tasty food!
All Good Things Community Food Project is a project with a
difference. It exists for social purpose and benefit and values the
knowledge, skills and experience of local people. It encourages
involvement and support from Otley residents or community
groups that would like to work in partnership and the project is
also seeking volunteers with a keen interest in food, nutrition
and community development.
Nikki is working in collaboration with The Woolpack Music
Studios and North Bar Social on a variety of outside events over
the summer months to showcase the future of All Good Things
Community Food Project whilst offering some tasty food, music
and drinks too!
If you would like to get involved or find out more please contact
Nikki at hello@weareallgoodthings.com or on 07921 564 450.
Find us on Facebook as All Good Things Community Food Project
and follow us on twitter @AGTOTLEY

Wish you had more energy?
Like to get rid of your back pain?
Want to reduce absenteeism
among your employees?
Come to the Dru Leeds Health Event, Sunday 30th
July 2017 and meet Dr Ned Hartfiel, researcher and creator
of the Healthy Back Programme, Annie Jones, natural health
consultant and Janey Fitzgerald, GP and ayurveda consultant.
Three leading health experts and a team of experienced
workshop facilitators will give you the advice you need to
create a sustainable health plan for yourself, your family and
your employees.
This one day event offers an introduction followed by three
workshop sessions. Workshops include: Healthy Back Programme, ayurveda, dynamic and gentle yoga, chi gong,
breath work and meditation.
Venue: Mercure Leeds Parkway Hotel, LS16 8AG
Date: 30th July 2017
Time: 9.30am – 5.30pm
For prices, booking and more information contact Mona
Fairholme on 01943 467189 or send an email to:
leeds@druworldwide.com.

Thursday
afternoons
mean Movie Matinees at
Otley Courthouse.
Films start at 2pm with
refreshments available
from 1.30pm.
Tickets, including tea/coffee and biscuits, are £4.

NEW BIKE LIBRARY

Thursday 10th August
War Horse (cert. 12A) Starring Emily Watson and David Thewlis.
Young Albert enlists
to serve in World War I
after his beloved horse
is sold to the cavalry.
Albert's hopeful journey takes him to the
front lines as the war
rages on.

The Conservation Volunteers
from Hollybush in Kirkstall
have funding from the Leeds
North Clinical Commissioning
Group to offer outdoor activity
groups aimed at improving
health and wellbeing. We
have started a weekly gentle
health walk in Otley on
Wednesday afternoon and
have the option to do some
conservation work with
Friends of Gallows Hill.
If you are interested please contact Pauline on 07816 225535
or p.pickett@tcv.org.uk

Otley - flagship town
ShopAppy.com continues to grow with many
towns now following Otley’s lead and getting this
collective online shop window to entice people to
come into towns. In the first 4 months, ShopAppy.com has had
over 9,600 visitors – browsing what Otley and other towns have
to offer and ordering online with a simple click and collect.
Shopkeepers in Otley have been adding products and information.
A few changes have been made to enhance the site including a
town search, more advanced product search and a dedicated
markets section.
Founder of ShopAppy.com Jackie Mulligan says “awareness of
ShopAppy.com continues to grow and attract new visitors. With
such wonderful independent shops, a market and great
businesses in Otley, this remains a great flagship for a scheme
designed to strengthen our towns and high streets by making
them more sustainable and accessible through digital technology
- I encourage residents in and around the area to give it a go!"

Singing for
the Brain

If you have ever wondered about
coming along to “Singing for the
Brain” but perhaps been a little too
nervous or shy to make it through
the door, then here is some information about what this group is all
about.

“Singing for the Brain” is a fun, relaxed and friendly
singing session led by a trained facilitator. The group meets
every second and fourth Monday of every month from 2-4pm
and gets the chance to sing a wide range of well-known
songs. The group is aimed at people who are suffering from
any kind of memory loss along with their carer.
Singing is not only an enjoyable activity, it can also provide
a way for people with dementia, along with their carer, to
express themselves and socialise with others in a fun and
supportive group.
The songs sung range from action songs such as “My hat it
has 3 corners”, use of rounds like “London’s Burning” and
well known songs including “Oklahoma” & “We’re all going
on a summer holiday!”
Refreshments including tea & biscuits are included during
the afternoon which gives people the chance to socialise
and have a good chat!
During the summer “Singing for the Brain” will be meeting
at Otley Courthouse on the 12th & 26th June, 10th & 24th
July and 14th August.
If you are interested in coming along there is a charge of
£1.50 per session with the first week being free.
If you would like more information, then please contact
Rachael Savage on 01943 467216 or
admin@otleycourthouse.org.uk

Thursday 8th June
Bridget Jones's Baby (cert. 15) Starring Renee Zellweger,
Gemma Jones and Jim Broadbent. Bridget's focus on her career and
single life is interrupted when she finds herself pregnant. What's
more she can only be fifty percent sure of the identity of her baby's
father. Hilarious mayhem ensues.
Thursday 13th July
Suffragette (cert. 15) Starring Jennifer Saunders, Joanna Lumley
and Jane Horrocks. After attracting both media and police attention
for accidentally knocking Kate Moss into the River Thames, Edina
and Patsy hide out in the south of France. Saunders, Lumley & co.
bring their small screen comic magic to the cinema.

Conservation
Volunteers

All new members are very welcome.

Annual Public Meeting
Otley Town Council's newly revised cycling strategy aims to
encourage local families to use their bikes for local journeys for
leisure, exercise, to get to the shops, school and visit friends. The
council is working closely with Otley Cycling Club and Prince
Henry's Grammar School to start a Bike Library this summer
which will take donated bikes and make them roadworthy again
to loan out FREE to Otley residents.
In addition, it is planned to offer local social rides to build up
people's confidence to ride on quieter roads around Otley and
workshops on basic bike maintenance. More details and dates
will be published when available.

The Otley Action for Older People Annual Public Meeting will be
held on Friday 23rd June 2017, 2:00PM at the Bridge Street
Church, Otley.
Otley Action Staff and Officials will be there to give an update
on the events of the past year. Minutes of the Annual General
Meeting held on the 21st June 2016, Annual Report on Activities
and Independently Examined Accounts will be available at the
meeting. There will also be a guest speaker and a showcase of
the services of Otley Action for Older People.
Refreshments will also be provided.
All are welcome and if you require transport to the meeting
please contact OAOP on 01943 463965

Wharfedale Male Voice Choir Otley Townswomen's Guild
Having entertained the communities of Wharfedale for more than thirty years the Wharfedale Male Voice Choir were in
much need of a new keyboard that could provide accompaniment for the choir's singing and pleasure of their audiences.

We meet on the first Thursday in the month at Otley Methodist Church
at 7.30pm. We usually have a speaker followed by a social break.

In recent times it has not always been possible to rely on the pianos available at many of the venues where the choir
are called upon to sing and their own keyboard eventually proved not to be up to the task!

The Guild was initiated in 1929 and brings friendship and enjoyment
to women across the country and speaks out on issues members care
about.

Enter Otley Town Council whose Community Development Committee in supporting causes that are beneficial to the
local community provided a grant from their Community Fund 2016/17 to part fund a new digital piano.
During the build up to Christmas the choir performed a number of
seasonal concerts and will be returning again to Otley in 2017 with
their grateful thanks to Otley Town Council for enabling them to
continue to entertain local community groups.

We have over 60 members and as well as our regular meetings we have
seven interest groups and trips to the theatre and summer outings.
Why not come along and meet our members and see if this is for you?
For further information contact Margaret on:
01943 850121 or email marglock42@gmail.com

If you are interested in joining the choir which meets on a Monday
afternoon please contact wharfedalemvc@outlook.com or through
the webpage https://wharfedalemvc.wordpress.com/

OTLEY TOWN COUNCIL
COMMUNITY FUND

Otley Business Awards

My term of office is coming to a close and
my Mayoral year has been one of the most
pleasant and rewarding times of my life,
meeting folk of different walks of life,
different interests and different objectives.
The two most inspirational people I have
met were Danielle Bailey and Chloe Tear.
I would like to thank the team at Otley Core, my fellow councillors
and my family for all their support, and not forgetting my four
consorts: Lesley, Angela, Julie and my sister Anne. You were
all lovely and thank you for attending the events with me and
representing the town.
I am and continue to be impressed with the community spirit of
the citizens of Otley and how you rally around and support our
town’s events, whether they be large or smaller charity events at
schools and Churches.
Thank you to all residents for your unending support and contributions totalling £1357.00 to my Charities, the NSPCC and
Alzheimer’s.

The Otley Business Awards took place in March at the Otley Courthouse.
The event, formed by Otley Chamber of Trade, was the biggest yet with
over 150 business owners attending the celebrations.
Organiser Tom Hatley said “This year we received over 600 nominations
covering 77 businesses which is a fantastic result and I am delighted
that the event is growing year on year.”
The evening began with special guest, Double Paralympic Archery Gold
Medalist Danielle Brown MBE. Danielle told the story of how she proved
that disability is no barrier to achieving whatever you wish. Danielle’s
drive and determination is how she became the holder of twelve
Paralympic World Records, the first athlete to represent England in
an able-bodied discipline and ultimately ranked World No.1. Danielle
commended the Awards Ceremony saying “Local businesses play such
a huge part in the local community and recognising that is important
for their own success.”
The Awards Ceremony followed with the winners in eleven categories
receiving an engraved award and personalised certificates. The organisers
would like to congratulate all our winners and thank our sponsors who
support the event, as without them the event would not be possible.

OTLEY POETRY PRIZE
WINNERS ANNOUNCED
The results of a new poetry competition established by Half Moon
Books/OWF Press have been announced.
Almost 400 people from around the country submitted poems to the
contest, all vying for the coveted first and second prizes which included
£250 and £50 respectively.
The winner is Dena Fakhro for 'Elegy for a Potosi Miner' and the
runner-up is Leeds-based Ian Harker for 'The Leeds Icarus'.
There was a separate category for poets with a LS21 postcode and the
winner of that prize is James Garza for 'Fancy Dress on the Otley Run'.
Otley Town Poet Matthew Hedley Stoppard judged the competition.
He said: "It was extremely close. The quality of the poems that made
the shortlist - which turned out to be more of a longlist - was immensely
high. Dena's poem was the one that stuck in the back of mind from the
first reading. It's such an elegant poem and I like the way it drip-feeds
the reader history and description. And the winner of the Otley-only
prize is such a remarkable poem because it is only three lines long yet
it evokes such a powerful image."
There were also commended poets, including local writers Sandra Burnett,
Louise Holmes and Joanna Sedgwick.
The full results and winning poems can be found at:
www.owfpress.com/otley-poetry-prize
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Other regular activities at the Studios include beginners and improvers
classes for the ukulele, Otley a Cappella Choir and the Wednesday
morning Music Social Club (singing, playing, tea and biscuits!). In the
summer holidays, from Monday 31st July to Friday 4th August, the
annual ‘Gig In A Week’ Rock School (for ages 11 to 16) will be running.
The Woolpack also has excellent recording and mixing facilities for
bands or solo acts, as well as band rehearsal space.
To find out more about any of these activities or resources see
www.woolpackstudios.co.uk or contact Richard on 07956 205151.
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Do you have a job vacancy that you woul
d like to advertise
free of charge? A job vacancy display area
has now
set up at the Otley Core in Orchard Gate. been
If you would like to advertise your job pleas
e email
admin@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk with
your poster
advertising the position.

The Woolpack Music Studios on Bondgate continues its programme
of activities for the local community for all ages. Earlier this year its
community arts work was recognised with the appointment of Jen
Birch, who runs the studios with Richard Sabey, as one of the new
Otley Ambassadors. Amongst the many other things which happen
at the Woolpack Studios, Jen runs the Otley Ukulele Orchestra on a
Monday evening (new members of all abilities always welcome).

Photo by Winpenny Photography Otley

The choir is expanding and there are now a small number of vacancies
for both Tenors and Basses.

Buttercross
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CONTACTING YOUR COUNCILLORS
ASHFIELD WARD
Kim Holmes (Lib Dem)
kim.holmes@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk
Penny Robinson (Lib Dem) t: 07979438284
penny.robinson@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk
Ian Jackson (Lib Dem)
ian.jackson@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

PRINCE HENRY WARD
Philip Bye (Lib Dem) t: 01943 467199
philip.bye@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk
Colin Campbell (Lib Dem) t: 07973521547
colin.campbell@leeds.gov.uk
Mary Vickers (Lib Dem) t: 07889054242
mary.vickers@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

Peter Jackson (Lib Dem) t: 07979438284
peter.jackson@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

DANEFIELD WARD
Mick Bradley (Green) t: 01943 467871
mick.bradley@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk
Nigel Francis (Ind) t: 01943 463467
nigel.francis@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk
RayGeorgeson (Lib Dem) t: 07711069433
ray.georgeson@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk
Twitter: @RayGeorgesonL
Ray Smith (Lib Dem) t: 07946800946
ray.smith@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

Sylvia Thomson (Lib Dem)
sylvia.thomson@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

MANOR WARD

WEST CHEVIN WARD

Jackie Brown (Ind) t: 07908044596
jackie.brown@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

Paul Carter (Lib Dem)
paul.carter@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

Stephen Brown (Ind) t: 07908044596
stephen.brown@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

Savanna Dabill (Lib Dem) t: 07704261249
savanna.dabill@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

Wayne Green (Lib Dem)
wayne.green@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

Linda Hoare (Lib Dem) t: 07931281862
linda.hoare@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

Douglas Robinson (Lib Dem) t: 07941582468
douglas.robinson@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

Kate Whelan (Lib Dem)
kate.whelan@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

Back row left to right: Terry Ford (Bellman); Cllr Douglas Robinson; Cllr Linda Hoare; Cllr Peter Jackson; Cllr Stephen Brown; Cllr Mick Bradley;
Cllr Paul Carter; Cllr Ian Jackson; Cllr Colin Campbell
Front row left to right: Cllr Penny Robinson; Cllr Sylvia Thomson; Cllr Kim Holmes; Cllr Ray Georgeson (Chair of Council); Cllr Nigel Francis (Town Mayor);
Suzanne Kidger (Executive Officer); Cllr Mary Vickers (Deputy Town Mayor); Cllr Jackie Brown; Cllr Ray Smith
Apologies given: Cllr Philip Bye; Cllr Savanna Dabill; Cllr Wayne Green; Cllr Kate Whelan

All councillors work in a voluntary capacity

OTLEY TOWN COUNCILLOR
SATURDAY SURGERY
Otley Town Council are holding Councillor Surgeries
at Otley Core Resource Centre for residents who
would like to meet Councillors and discuss any local
issues or raise any problems or concerns relating to
the work and responsibilities of the Council.
There will be three councillors attending who will
represent different wards within the Town.

The next Ward surgeries will be held on:
Date:

Saturday 24th June & Saturday 29th July

Please Note: There will be no surgery in August
due to the Bank Holiday.

LEEDS CITY
COUNCILLORS SURGERIES
To speak with Cllr Colin Campbell;
Cllr Ryk Downes or Cllr Sandy Lay
Drop-in surgeries are held on:
First Saturday in the month at Otley Library
(9.30 to 10.30am)
Third Saturday in the month at Yeadon Town
Hall (9.30 to 10.30am)
If inconvenient please ring to organise a meeting
on 07973521547 or email
colin.campbell@leeds.gov.uk

Venue: Otley Core Resource Centre, Unit 11,
Orchard Gate, Otley
Time: 10am to 12noon
Appointments not needed –Just drop in.

To have your organisation or group included
in Otley Matters September Edition
please contact Jason Knowles for
editorial dates on 01943 466335 or
email community@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

Policy & Resources
Full Council

12th June 2017

Planning
Trade & Tourism

19th June 2017

Environment & Sustainability

10th July 2017

Community Development

17th July 2017

Policy & Resources
Full Council

24th July 2017

All Town Council meetings are held at the Otley Core
Resource Centre, 11 Orchard Gate, Otley.

MP SURGERIES
Appointment - First Friday in the month Otley
Library (4-5pm)
Drop-in - Third Saturday in the month at Otley
Sainsbury’s (11am to noon) and Morrison’s
Yeadon (12.30-1.30pm)
For a 10 minute appointment,
contact the office on 01132266519 or
e-mail info@gregmulholland.org
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All meetings usually commence at 7pm but times are
subject to change.
Please check www.otleytowncouncil.gov.uk or the
windows at the Otley Core Resource Centre for meeting
times.

To speak with Greg Mulholland MP

OTLEY MATTERS
ARTICLES

TOWN COUNCIL MEETINGS
JUNE 2017 – AUGUST 2017

Members of the public are encouraged to attend. By
prior arrangement with the Executive Officer members
of the public may arrange to address a Committee or
council meeting before it starts its agenda.
Please contact the Executive Officer on 01943 466335
or by email eo@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk for further
details.
Please note that the Audit and Human Resources meetings are
not open to the public.
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