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THE BIGGEST AND BEST BIKE RACE PROGRAMME YET
ANNOUNCED FOR OTLEY.

Featuring top UK professional race teams, with support races for
amateurs and young riders.

Bondgate, Otley, West Yorkshire • Wednesday 22nd June 2011
Racing starts at 6.20pm • Admission FREE

What’s your favourite on-street Grand Prix circuit? Monaco maybe? Or Valencia?  Well, now you can add
Otley to the list as the professional bike racing is coming to the town again in 2011. This will be the 26th
year of the races. The main event this year is the MAS Design Consultants Otley Grand Prix.

Once again, Otley families, visitors and cycling fans from across Yorkshire will pack onto Bondgate and
Burras Lane to enjoy the thrill of three hours of free cycling entertainment.  As the sun goes down on
Wednesday 22nd June the UK’s top pro racers will take to the streets of Otley, hitting speeds up to
50mph as they compete for points in British Cycling’s prestigious circuit series – and the honour of
winning one of the most challenging races in the UK season.  Previous winners include
Mark Cavendish who has now won 15 stages of the Tour de France.  Former Prince Henry
pupil Lizzie Armistead, now a world champion will also be riding.

Before the pro action there’s the chance for young riders to take part in the WGC Landscapes
Lads and Lasses Race and the Triton Construction Super Prestige Youth Race. You will also be
able to cheer on your favourite local club and team riders in the Chevin Cycles Otley Classic –
a highly competitive ‘cavalry charge’ with around 100 riders fighting for road space.

With crowds up to 4,000 thronging the pavements and pubs, especially the Rose & Crown and
Korks on Bondgate, the friendly atmosphere is legendary with the roar of the engine from our
stylish lead car – a Subaru supplied by KT Green – completing the ‘continental’ feel.

The Otley Cycle Races are organised and marshalled by local volunteers and sponsored by local
businesses; the thing that binds them all together is a love of cycle sport and a desire to contribute
something special to Otley’s already bulging community calendar of festivals and events.

To find out more, including entry information for riders, visit www.otleycycleraces.co.uk or 
follow @otleycycleraces on Twitter.

Press and Media contact: John McPherson,  07948 729345;  admin@otleycycleraces.co.uk

www.otleytowncouncil.org.uk

Otley Town Council and Leeds City Council
area committee are both sponsoring two
band concerts in Wharfemeadows Park in
June and July.

Sunday 26th June Otley Brass Band 
Sunday 24th July Golcar Band
Two afternoons of summer music from 
2.30pm to 4.30pm
All welcome - why not bring a picnic?

Summer Concerts in Wharfemeadows Park

Otley’s Annual
Cycle Race 
Extravaganza

Competition
PRIZE

Winners will receive 2 tickets to the
VIP area at the races which includes
a ride in the following car driven by
Olympic medallist John Clay.
ENTER OUR FREE COMPETITION

Answer the following question:

How many Tour de France stages has 
previous Otley winner Mark Cavendish
won?

Answers to admin@otleycycleraces.co.ukLEA

WINNERS OF THE DECEMBER CHEVIN CHASE
COMPETITION WAS PETER SINGLETON.



Otley Rhythmic
Gymnastics Club

Rhythmic Gymnastics is a combination of gymnastics and dance using rope, hoop, ball, clubs

and ribbon. Otley R.G.C is the only club in Yorkshire. We hold classes for all levels of ability from

beginners to gymnasts competing at National level. 

Some of the benefits of rhythmic gymnastics include flexibility, strength, balance and coordina-

tion, increasing confidence and self esteem and team building. 

Beginner Classes are held for girls 
aged 4 – 17 years: 
Benton Park School, Rawdon
Monday 5 - 8yrs  5.00 - 6.00pm    

9 yrs+  6.00 - 8.00pm 

Wednesday   9 yrs +  5.00-7.00pm

Otley Courthouse 
Thursday       4 - 7yrs   4.45 - 5.30pm 

8 yrs+  5.30 - 6.30pm  

For further details email 
karenharper8280@talktalk.net

Chevin Country Park Hotel
& Spa appoints new
General Manager
The luxury hotel set in the Chevin forest, Chevin
Country Park Hotel and Spa; run by Crerar Hotels
have appointed Mr Jurgen Kruijt as their new
General Manager.

Mr Kruijt (34) originates from the Netherlands where he completed his degree in hotel

and business management and has had subsequent placements in The Netherlands

and Germany.  In previous years he has worked for Hilton, Radisson SAS and Swallow

Hotels. More recently he jointly managed the Waterside Inn Peterhead and Thainstone

House Hotel, both in Aberdeenshire where he worked under the Crerar Management

arm.

Married with 3 young children (Emily, Violet and Theo) he commented, “This is a great

move for me, having already spent time with my family in the hotel, it is amazing to

see how much this area has to offer in relation to local produce and tourism. Having

been involved with local tourism initiatives previously, I very much look forward to con-

tinuing this.”

Crerar Hotels, who purchased the Chevin Country Park Hotel & Spa back in 2006, has

since spent more than £3 million on refurbishing the bedrooms, public areas and Lake-

side restaurant. More recently the leisure club has been extended, fully refurbished and

has had a chic new Spa with an outdoor Hot Tub added for guests to enjoy.

Furthermore, Mr Kruijt commented that he is very much looking forward to meeting

the local community and hopes to welcome them to the bar or restaurant for those

special occasions.

Otley Town Partnership produces a monthly newsletter giving details of the
events, promotions and happenings at their Farmers’ Markets in Otley, Harro-
gate and Knaresborough.

If you would like to receive this newsletter by email please send your name and
email address to:   farmersmarket@otleytownpartnership.org

Your details will be entered into a monthly draw to win a £5 voucher to spend
at the Farmers’ Market of your choice as listed above. They will not be given to
any other organisations.  

The dates for the Otley Farmers’ Markets in 2011 are: 
27 March, 24 April, 29 May, 26 June, 31 July, 28 August, 
25 September, 30 October, 27 November, 18 December (Christmas
Market)

For full details visit the Farmers’ Market section of the Visit Otley website
www.visitotley.co.uk

Advertising on the
Visit Otley website
Produced and run by Otley Town Partnership, the Visit Otley site gives visitors
to Otley, along with the residents of the town, comprehensive information
about everything that Otley has to offer. 

Advertising space is available on the Visit Otley website for local businesses.
Anyone wishing to advertise on the website must provide their contact details
including their address.

Banner advertisements are available on each of the websites sections.  These
are:  Events, Outdoors, Accommodation, Food, Drink and Shopping, Farmers’
Markets, Facilities and Local Interest.  The cost of an advertisement on any of
the sections is £10 per month, or £100 for a year.

If you wish your advertisement to appear on the Visit Otley ‘Home’ page, the
rates are £20 per month, or £200 for a year.

For further information contact Otley Town Partnership on 01943 851204 or
by email: jane@otleytownpartnership.org

It’s back again! Otley Walking Festival 2011 starts Saturday 25 June fin-
ishing on Sunday 3 July.  With a choice of over 40 walks and events, there really
is something for everyone.  You can be sure of a warm welcome from Walk
Leaders and the chance to meet other friendly folk.

Otley Walking Festival 2011 programmes will be available at Otley Courthouse, libraries,
Tourist Information Centres, and local businesses. 
The programme will also be available at www.chevintrek.co.uk and 
www.waw-otley.org.uk

A new feature this year will be a pre-Festival walk on Sunday 27th March.  
John Sparshatt, author of the Six Dales Trail, will be leading a 12 mile walk from Bouth-
waite on the Six Dales Trail finishing at the Brymor Tea Room (near Jervaulx Abbey) for
a well-earned ice cream.  Transport available.  Booking essential – contact Stuart Fildes
at the Walking Festival Office at Chevin Trek on 01943 851166 for full details.

Ruth Blackwell, Chair, Otley Walking Festival

FARMER’S MARKET
NEWSLETTER

Otley
Walking
Festival
2011



Following a busy Christmas schedule, and in
spite of the very cold weather, Otley Lions are
delighted to have raised in excess of £4,000
for local charities and would like to say a big
thank-you to everyone who supported their
efforts.

The bookstall has now re-opened in a new guise, with perma-

nent premises in Mercury Row. Using mainly donated materials

the shop has been fitted out with shelving which will allow a

better and more permanent display of books. More improve-

ments are planned. Do visit the shop on Tuesdays, Thursdays

and Fridays 10.00 – 4.00 or Farmers Market Sunday 10.00 –

2.00. Volunteer assistants always welcome!

Look out for the Lions again at Easter, giving you a chance to

win a lovely big Easter Egg in one of our tombolas, where even

the unsuccessful get a little prize.

For more information about Lions give the President, David Mc-

Dowell a ring on 01943 467551.

The view of the White House from Otley
is one of the finest sights in Lower
Wharfedale but have you ever wondered
who lived there before it became part of
Chevin Forest Park? 

The Friends of Chevin Forest have been
going through old photos stored at the
White House (and others in Otley Mu-
seum) to create a digital photo archive
showing how the Chevin has changed
through time but are interested to hear
from anyone who has any old photos of
The Chevin that may be a bit unusual. Of
particular interest will be any photos of
the White House before 1980 or of Dibb
Cottages.

Old maps also show possible hut type
structures near Surprise View that no
longer exist, immediately south of where
Jenny’s Cottage was located. There were
also a small number of dwellings in a field
(owned by the Lawson family) about 400
metres west of the White House called

Dibb Wood Cottages, which were demol-
ished to make way for a pig farm owned
by the Airey family (probably in the
1950s). There are no available photo-
graphs of Dibb Cottages but it is known
that families such as the Lancasters and
Lyons lived there in the 1950s. 

The group are also about to start record-
ing conversations with people who lived
in or had ancestors who lived in the White
House or Jenny’s Cottage or Dibb Cot-
tages. If you think you can help please get
in touch. It may be that you have an inter-
esting story to tell, in which case we also
want to hear from you.

To contact the group please e-mail
admin@chevinforest.co.uk or phone 01943
465023 and leave a brief message or write
to Friends of Chevin Forest c/o The White
House, Johnny Lane, Otley LS21 3JL. Any
original photos can be scanned (with per-
mission) to add to the Chevin Through
Time archives and returned. 

To update on our progress since starting up “Reaching Out”
Widows Support Group last year, there are seventeen ladies
so far, and great friendships have been forged over these eight
months.  Apart from food, drinks and activities each week, we
have outings to theatre, cinema, dining out, day trips and
weekends away, to name a few.  We enjoy fundraising events,
including a Victorian Fayre, table top sale, Buttercross, and Car
Boot.  These events help with friendships and build up confi-
dence which can be diminished after a bereavement.  The
money raised helps to buy relevant books, and materials.   We
would welcome new members, who feel the need of genuine
friendship and support.  One to One support is also available
from Cruse trained volunteers.

If you would like to find out more please ring or text
0793182747 or   email   leznoble@yahoo.co.uk

COLLEGE AT THE GRANGE

The Work Club will give people in Burley in
Wharfedale and surrounding areas the chance
to meet others looking for work, build new
contracts, share job hunting experiences and
get advice on interview techniques, CVs and
even volunteering opportunities.  

Business Support & Development Ltd also of-
fers individuals the opportunity to undertake
self development courses to enhance their CV
and open up employment opportunities. 

Business Support & Development Ltd who set
up the Burley in Wharfedale Work Club said:
“Research shows that the best way to find
another job is through friends, family or social

networks, which is why it is so vital to have a
Work Club in this area”.

“During every session, we will help people to
look for work by swapping ideas and talking
to guest speakers including people from local
businesses, about opportunities in the area”.

The Work Club will meet on Thursday every
week at the College at the Grange from 1pm
for two hours.

If you would like to find out more information
about the Work Club, attend or find out how
you or your company could get involved in it,
please contact Emma Huddlestone or Paul
Smith on 01943 865885

NEW WORK CLUB LAUNCHES IN BURLEY
IN WHARFEDALE TO HELP JOBSEEKERS
A new Work Club, where jobseekers can get advice and support on
finding work is being launched in Burley in Wharfedale.

REACHING OUT
WIDOWS SUPPORT

GROUP
Otley Badminton Club’s James
Dalby has attained his level 2
Coaching badge, and officially
became the club’s new coach

from 1st January 2011.

James (19) will be running Junior Coaching sessions in
the new year, at Prince Henry’s Grammar School where
he is a former pupil. James is also a regular team mem-
ber at Otley . With James’ help the first team are head-
ing the Men’s Division 4 of the Leeds League and hope
to gain promotion this year.

The Junior sessions will again be held on Saturday morn-

ings, for a 10 week period commencing from Saturday
8th January 2011. James is keen to get on board new
people interested in learning and progressing their
game.

The club and children who have participated in the
2009-10 sessions would like to thank previous coach,
Trevor Curtis for his help in running the junior coaching
sessions and helping the club’s junior section to form.

The sessions will be open for Children and young people
from ages 10 to 16, and numbers will be limited so
please apply as soon as possible to Steve Norfolk on 
either: 07860-242089or  info@otleybadmintonclub.co.uk 

James Dalby attains
Level 2 Coaching Badge

WANTED
Old Photos & Memories of

White House

Otley 
Lions Club



Sir Ian congratulated the school for its groundbreaking
work in this area, which has included involvement last
term in the national “Some people are gay. Get over
it!” campaign, with over sixty teachers and other staff
wearing t-shirts bearing the slogan to show their sup-
port for the awareness-raising initiative.

Sir Ian McKellen said: “Until I visited secondary schools
recently, I hadn’t realised how much anti-gay bullying
goes on, throughout the education system.  By talking
frankly about my own life as a gay man and listening to
the concerns of staff and students, parents and gover-
nors, I hope the visits arranged by Stonewall, may make
a difference in the classroom and the playground and
also give confidence to gay students about their lives in
the future.”

Deputy Headteacher Chris Lillington said “We have
already done lots of anti-homophobia work as part of
our wider focus on equality and diversity, but Sir Ian’s
visit has inspired us all to build on this further. As well
as talking about his life and work to our students, he
also led a discussion with staff and reinforced the im-
portance of our zero tolerance approach to homopho-
bic language and behaviour. Students and staff alike
were clearly moved by his very powerful and personal
message”.

Prince Henry’s is one of only three high schools in the
city to hold the highest level of the Stephen Lawrence
Education Standard in recognition of its success in em-
bedding equality and diversity issues throughout the
school. The school is now engaged in disseminating its
experience to other schools, and has recently been fea-
tured by Stonewall as a case study of best practice in
addressing homophobia.

Sir Ian McKellen visits Prince Henry’s

Otley-based precision engineering company, Craftsman

Tools, has sponsored a local women’s football team

and provided them with a new kit just in time for the

kick off of their new season.

Otley Cougars are a 5-a-side ladies football club who were in desperate need
for a new match kit. Their search for a local sponsor led them to Craftsman
Tools and the Managing Director, Robert Johnson, was more than happy to
help.

A football fanatic himself, Robert Johnson, said: ‘Craftsman Tools is delighted
to sponsor Otley Cougars. Women’s football is the fastest growing sport in the
UK and it is great to have a local team who we can support.’

Otley Cougars train every Monday evening close to Otley and play in the Striker
5 League at John Charles Centre for Sport on Wednesdays. They have been

We hope you’ve al l  been enjoying the Spring
Programme at the Otley Courthouse over the last few
months. As well as several sell out events, including
Eduardo Niebla, King Pleasure and the Biscuit Boys
and Phil Beer, we’ve been doing our bit to help out
with Fairtrade Fortnight.

This month, there are plenty more community events

with the Otley Green Fair on 16th April. We will also be

showing ‘Down the Wharfe’ as a special film fundraiser

on Thursday 28th April at 7.30pm. The film follows a

walker down the River Wharfe from its source to the

town of Ilkley examining 3000 years of fascinating his-

tory along the way. Tickets are available for £5 (£4 con-

cessions) with profits going to Otley Courthouse. 

Call us on 01943 467 466 or visit 

www.otleycourthouse.org.uk for more information.

Last term Prince Henry’s Grammar School hosted a visit by actor Sir Ian
McKellen, as part of the school’s anti-homophobia work. Sir Ian led two
special assemblies for over 500 students, in which he spoke about his life
and work, and in particular his experiences as a gay man. The visit is part
of a national tour of schools organised by campaigning group Stonewall,
to address homophobic bullying in schools.

Otley Cougars Ladies:
precision engineered football!

Cup runner up for the past two seasons and are currently top of the Women’s
Championship league.

The team is always looking for new players to add to their squad. Any ladies in-
terested in attending Otley Cougars’ training sessions should contact Victoria
Boldison at v.boldison@yahoo.co.uk

For over 130 years now five generations of the
Middlemiss family have been providing the towns-
folk of Otley with award winning meaty treats
from their own Manor Farm in nearby Askwith.

First established in 1881 by John Middlemiss, the present
owners great, great grandfather from a stall in Otley Market
Place (canny even then, by claiming the pitch under the gas
lamp they could trade until 9pm) the business moved into
the present premises in 1900. 

Dan the mini-moto restorer, scuba diver Martin, vintage Tri-
umph Tiger riding Tony and tri-athlete Peter are the shop staff
today are all helped by 2011 Institute of Meat national Young
Apprentice of the Year Andrew, who recently had lunch with
Princess Anne as he picked up his award at the Butchers Hall,
Smithfield, the second student of Middlemiss know-how to
get the award.

In between award ceremonies and polishing their array of
trophies and plaques for their quality products, the Middle-
miss family have found time to keep company with Clarissa

Dixon-Wright and Rosemary Shrager of Swinton Park to pass
the TV cooks a few tips.

Geo. Middlemiss & Son, 3 Market Place, Otley,
West Yorkshire , LS21 3AF   
Tel:01943 462611   

OTLEY SHOP HEROES 1. Geo. Middlemiss & Son



Spiritualist
Church

On 15th February, twenty-five people attended the launch of the new ‘Tea Room Stroll’ at the Cock Pit Farm
Tea Rooms, Weston Village, near Otley.  Randal Metzger, Secretary of WAW- Otley, welcomed those attending
and the launch was officially opened by Peter Heald, President of the Otley Town Partnership.
Three groups then set off to complete the Stroll under grey skies but mainly dry weather, and
then returned to the Tea Rooms for a well-earned lunch and hot drinks.

The 4-mile stroll was developed by Walkers are Welcome - Otley.  The walk begins and finishes at
the Tea Rooms and a leaflet is available at Cock Pit that provides a map and full description of the
route.  The Tea Rooms are open Wednesday to Sunday from 11am-4pm.  It offers a wide choice of
drinks, cakes and a selection of light lunches.

Otley, which gained recognition in 2008,  is one of 55 towns across the UK to become a Walkers Are
Welcome town.  Its primary aims are to promote Otley as an attractive destination for walkers; to
offer local residents and visitors way marked and well documented walks, starting and finishing in
Otley; and to help boost the local economy by bringing visitors to the area.  Over 50 businesses in
Otley are giving their support by displaying Walkers are Welcome HERE stickers in their windows, and
there are six major sponsors who are helping to finance the various walking related initiatives.

The Stroll is the latest work of the steering group, made up of local residents, that has developed and
published Otley FOUR Walks and The Six Dales Trail – a 38 mile walk from Otley to Middleton.  The
group is currently developing a further set of walks from Otley that will be published later this year.  
Further information on the range of walking opportunities is available on their website 
www.waw-otley.org.uk

Waitrose 
Community 
Matters

Since the launch of Waitrose Community
Matters in 2008, each local Waitrose branch
has had £1,000 each month to give to three
local organisations.

Organisations are nominated each month by customers

and partners (Waitrose staff), with the final decision on

the three shortlisted organisations made by Partner

Voice forums (Waitrose’s local democratic bodies).

Then, Waitrose customers will be given a token every

time they shop which is used to vote for one of these

organisations by placing the token in one of three Per-

spex tubes. At the end of the month the tokens for each

organisation are weighed. Then the beneficiaries each

receive a proportion of the cash.

For more information and to be considered for this

scheme, you can collect an application form from a

Waitrose store, or contact the Community Matters

Champion at your local Waitrose branch.

http://www.waitrose.com/branches/index.aspx

Are you looking for events and activities to do
throughout the year? Fancy trying something a bit
different? If so then the brand new Nidderdale
AONB events programme could be just the thing
for you!

This years programme is packed with variety and in-
cludes something for everyone! There are fun family
events such as woodland adventure days and a farm
walk. Those who like to get more involved can have a
go at the traditional skill of dry stone walling, make their
own bird box or spend the day bracken bashing! Or if
you would like to find out a bit more about the area
there are a range of guided walks focusing on heritage,
geology and wildlife. There is even the opportunity to
go on a moorland safari with a gamekeeper!

The full programme can be found at www.nid-
derdaleaonb.org.uk or a copy of the events leaflet can
be requested from the AONB Office on 01423 712950,
or aonbevents@harrogate.gov.uk

Fun for all with
the Nidderdale
AONB Events
Programme

Yorkshire can rightly claim to be the birth place of

spiritualism in the UK as the first Spiritualist Church

in the British Isles was founded 150 years ago at

Keighley in 1853.

In 1855 the first Spiritualist newspaper the Yorkshire

Spiritualist Telegraph commenced publication in our

county. Spiritualist groups existed in Otley from the late

19th century but it was not until 1966 that Otley Spiri-

tualist Church came into being. In 1967 the church

moved into its present property. 

The church has many different services throughout the

week. These consist of Spiritualist Healing on Tuesday

7.30 and Wednesday 2.30 Clairvoyance Saturday 7.00

Sunday Divine Service 6.30. 

This year we applied for a grant to Otley Town Council

towards replacing our condemed stair lift. We were very

grateful to receive a grant of £500 towards the cost.

For further details of Otley Church contact David Lamb

President on 01943 466829.

The Memory and Inclusion project funded for three years
by The Big Lottery started in August 2010. On February
24th 2011 OAOP launched the Memory Lane Café, at the
rugby club in Otley. 

The aim of the café is to provide a supportive and friendly en-

vironment for older people with memory problems. The cafe is

open to any older person who has memory problems or de-

mentia in the Otley, Pool and Arthington area. 

Family members and carers are also welcome.  Memory Lane is

held every month on the fourth Thursday, from 1:30 – 3:30pm

at the rugby club on Cross Green in Otley.   Transport is avail-

able on request for a small fee. If you know anyone who may

be interested in joining us or if you are experiencing memory

problems and would like to join us please contact the OAOP

office on 463965 for further information. 

Dates for 2011 
28th April 26th May
23rd June 28th July
25th August

Otley Action for Older People
launches the 

“Memory Lane Café”
Those of us who worked with and knew Les Cross were
sad to hear of his unfortunate death.  He was a vigorous
and active Town Clerk always willing to listen, always
willing to help, not just with Council business but
throughout the life of the Town.  

Many local organisations have reason to thank Les, par-
ticularly for his organisational skills honed by many years
in local government.  Nothing was ever too much trou-
ble or too difficult.  When he retired he was a loss to
the Town Council but continued to work in the town
particularly with the Town Partnership and the Old Peo-
ples Welfare Club.

I understand he was unwell for some time and our
hearts go out to his family at this difficult time.

LES CROSS 
REMEMBERED

Launch of ‘The Tea Room Stroll’ 



Only 3 months to go for another exciting, colourful carnival
bathed in typical June sunshine!  Preparations are already in
hand with 9 bands already booked for the parade so now is
the time for the local schools, youth organisations, charities,
voluntary groups, pubs and other businesses to start plan-
ning their entry for the parade.  The more the merrier and
they do not have to be Otley groups just people of any age
who want to have a fun day and pass on that fun to the
thousands of people who come to our town on Carnival Day.  

There is no particular theme for the parade entries, take your
pick!  If you need a wagon to transport your brilliant efforts
or to book your place in the parade contact Diana Allen on
01943 462498 who will help.   You do not necessarily have
to use a wagon many entries are now walking tableaux a va-
riety of fancy gear/dress!

If you wish to enter into the carnival spirit without entering
the parade we welcome nay help in collecting funds by wav-
ing one of our collection boxes under the noses of the
masses of people enjoying the parade!  There is no charge
to watch nor to enter the field but every year we support
local charities and this year we are happy to collect for:

The Yorkshire Air Ambulance and the Otley Science Festival

The parade starts at the Leeds Road Auction mart and wends
its way cheerfully through the town to arrive at the Show-
ground field where numerous stalls and children’s activities
are available together with refreshments.

OTLEY CARNIVAL
SAT 18TH JUNE

The new Washburn Heritage Centre, attached to 17th
century Fewston Church, opened to the public in Feb-
ruary with open days each Sunday.  The Centre, which
has been awarded grants from the Heritage Lottery
Fund and other organisations, is designed to preserve
and promote the fascinating heritage of the Washburn
Valley for both local people and visitors.

Despite poor weather the open days each attracted well over 200
visitors. They were all very impressed with the centre itself with its
first temporary exhibition on ‘Ways and Waymarkers’, and the new
permanent exhibition in the church on the valley, the reservoirs and
the church.

In March the Heritage Centre and tearoom will be open on Sundays,
and from the beginning of April it will be open on Saturdays, Sun-
days and Bank Holidays, and there will be a programme of heritage
related events and activities.

See www.washburnvalley.org for more information.

It’s only a little word, but it can change your life
for ever – especially if you can no longer speak,
read or write.

You may know someone who has had a stroke or head
injury and now has problems communicating – your
Mum or Dad, a brother or sister, a son, a daughter, a
good friend, a work mate.

Suddenly, the talking stops.  Saying ‘Yes’ turns into a
mountain they can’t climb.  Reading a paper or signing
a cheque may no longer be an option.

Suddenly, they are locked inside their own head.  They
may be screaming silently to get out.  Confused, frus-
trated, lonely!  It’s called ‘aphasia’, and there’s no
known cure.

The speech therapists do a wonderful job to help them
in the early days.  But then they are on their own again.
Often embarrassed and uncomfortable about leaving
the house.

SPEAKABILITY offers help.
A regular get-together for
people who live with ‘aphasia’.

The chance to meet over a
tea or coffee. (Carers come too!)  

It’s a self-help group, so members decide what they
want to do at each get-together.  They may arrange a
visit or an outing, they may invite a speaker, they may
just spend the time enjoying each other’s company, hav-
ing a laugh.

Otley Speakability group meets at 1.00 p.m. on the third
Thursday of  every month at the Otley Community Cen-
tre, Cross Green, Otley.  

Do you know someone who might like to join them?  It
might even be you!

To find out more, phone the Chairman, Ray Rundle,
(0113) 2582892 or Graham Johnson (01977) 796219

STROKE

New Heritage Centre opens   
at Fewston

LEEDSCard holders are saving money on a huge range of serv-
ices as well as at big name retailers and restaurants. Why
haven’t you joined them yet?

They’re getting discounts and exclusive offers at sport and
leisure facilities, museums and theatres throughout the city.
Why aren’t you?

For just £7.50 annually, or as little as £2 if you’re in receipt of
certain benefits or over 60-years-old, you can start saving
money right away. 

As a member you get a free LEEDSCard Magazine telling you
where you can use your card, new things to see and do in
Leeds, special offers, competitions and much more. 

Apply at Otley Library or Aireborough Leisure Centre. If you’re
in the city centre you can also call into the One Stop Centre at
2 Great George Street and meet the friendly LEEDSCard team.  

Visit www.leeds.gov.uk/leedscard or call the LEEDSCard hot-
line 0113 2243636.

LEEDSCard the city’s best kept secret

Our first Committee meeting was held in 1973.  The

aim was to reach out to people who were lonely.  It

was a great success and served people all over the

town!  In no time we had 60 members some of

whom we picked up in our bus called “wheels for

Jesus”.  The idea for the formation of the Club was

that it would fill a need in so many lives, it was the

idea of the Rev. Tony Thompson who was Minister

in charge of Weston Estate Family Church and he

was so right, over the past 38 years, many people

have benefitted from the friendships shared.

We have always had a varied programme - outings, music, hol-
idays, fund raising for the less fortunate in our community,
speakers etc.  After Weston Estate Church was demolished we
were offered a new venue for our meetings Weston Estate
Club which is where we meet every Thursday at 2pm.  

The Club is still very much in touch with its aims and welcomes
all ages, some to serve and some to be served.  

We now pick up by car and from 12 noon have a luncheon
club where you can buy a two course meal for £2.50 including
tea and biscuits. 

If you would like to know more please telephone 01943
464253 Mavis Bowman.

FRIENDSHIP CLUB 1973 – 2011

Spring is in the air and that can only mean one thing
for Otley – the prestigious Yorkshire in Bloom Spring
judging session. This Spring and Summer, Yorkshire
in Bloom will visit towns in Yorkshire to judge that
efforts the businesses and townfolk have made over
the past year to improve the Town’s attractiveness to
both residents and visitors.  

In anticipation of Spring judging, Otley in Bloom will team
up with you and your neighbours to tackle that particular
public spot in your area that you feel needs a bit of a
facelift. Using the slogan “Beauty dies where litter lies”
the group is serious about tackling the spots that are an
eyesore to Otley’s residents.   

We are committed to matching the number of neighbours
that get involved with the same number of volunteers
from Otley in Bloom. For example, if 4 of you are keen to
take up the challenge to transform your neighbourhood,
we will match it with 4 volunteers from Otley in Bloom
(matching up to 12 people!). You’ll be amazed at the big

difference we can make together with 48 hands and a lit-
tle effort. All you have to do is contact us to arrange a
date. The sooner, the better.

To apply for a clean-up, simply visit our Facebook page to
leave a message and details for us to get in touch with you.

www.facebook.com/Otley-In-Bloom

SPRING CLEAN RIGHT UP YOUR STREET



Otley students gain MP support for a musical
event with a special kind of social impact

Calling themselves ENGAGE the team of 16-17
year olds, supported by national youth education
charity Envision, have spent much of their spare
time researching and planning this event.

Envision Team member Claire Robinson (17) said,
“Alone we can make a small start on helping
tackle a huge issue, but together we can help
raise awareness. If everyone helps a little, the final
result is greater than what you might think" 

Tickets for the event are already going fast and
can be purchased for £3 from Otley Courthouse
or the reception of Prince Henry’s.

To f ind out more about the amazing proj-

ects being delivered by Envision teams at
www.envision.org.uk/envisionteams or you can
show support for these inspirational young peo-
ple at www.facebook.com/envisionuk
The team have succeeded in securing 5 bands
(Until Friday, Mojo jojo, Simple Abhoration, In-
decisive Crisis and Insomnia) to perform at the
event.

Envision Coordinator, Behla Hutchinson, said,
“The team have achieved an amazing amount
over the past few months and it’s all down to
the incredible passion and dedication shown by
the team members. Their event is set to be a
massive success, I can’t wait!”

Envision students from Prince Henry’s Grammar School will be hosting a special evening
of music and social awareness at Otley Courthouse on Wednesday 20th April 7-10pm. Local
MP Greg Mulholland (tbc) will be opening the evening which aims to raise awareness of
issues faced by refugees, asylum seekers and the homeless.

• Envision was founded by four young people in
June 2000 as a response to the environmental and
social issues facing British society in the 21st Century.

• Today Envision supports teams of 16-19 year olds
from 130 schools and colleges in Birmingham, Bris-
tol, Leeds and London, helping over 4000 young
people every year to design their own local commu-
nity projects tackling issues ranging from street
crime to climate change. The experience builds con-
fidence, aspirations and skills inspiring the next gen-
eration of young community leaders.  

• Last year 93% of Envision students indicated an
improvement in their confidence and 95% in com-

munication skills. 97% of participating young people
said that taking part in Envision had improved their
understanding of social issues and 93% indicated an
improved understanding of environmental issues.

• Envision trains adult volunteers to deliver its
Schools Programme to young people.  Envision has
received a GoldStar Award – a cabinet office initia-
tive – for its ability to engage underrepresented
young people and adults in volunteering with a dif-
ference.

• Envision relies on voluntary donations to fund its
schools and colleges programme. To donate please
visit www.envision.org.uk/donate

Town Council
Elections

Marie Curie Cancer Care provides high quality
nursing care to people with terminal cancer
and other illnesses, in their own homes.  This
service is provided free of charge and every
£20 raised pays for 1 hour of nursing care in
West Yorkshire.

The charity also intends to form a Fundraising Group in

Otley that will be responsible for raising funds and

awareness of the charity in the local community.  

For more information on this and other ways that you

can help, please contact Ann Hodgson on 0113 214

7905 or email ann.hodgson@mariecurie.org.uk

Local Cancer
Charity appeals
for your time

Dear community groups and charities, this might be a good time
to remind you of our services! First of all, I hope you have checked
out our up to date web site especially the rural pages?
Go to www.val.org.uk

Hover over sector support at the top of the home page.  A drop
down menu will appear.  Click on rural support.

If your organisation, parish hall, parish council, church or school
wants anything included in this section then please get in touch
with me and I will arrange for the information to be put on our web
site. This could be details of events and meetings for example.

I am the Small Groups Development Worker and my services re-
lating to • Finding funding • Assisting with funding applications
• Queries relating to governance and charity law • Drawing up of
constitutions for new community groups • Help with action plan-
ning • Help with policies and procedures
And much more are available to all organisations in the Otley vicin-
ity. I do not expect you to come to me- I will I will come out to you.

Best wishes to the community in Otley

KATHY FAULKS  SMALL GROUPS DEVELOPMENT WORKER
VOLUNTARY ACTION-LEEDS  0113 297 7943
kathy.faulks@val.org.uk

      
 

Monday 18.15 – 20.00 General Swim
20.00 – 21.00 Adult Lane Swim (16+)

Tuesday 07.30 – 09.00 Adult Lane Swim (16+)
10.00 – 12.00 General Swim
12.45 – 13.30 Adult Lane Swim (16+)
18.15 – 19.45 Otley Swimming Club 

Wednesday 18.15 – 20.00 General Swim (R)
20.00 – 21.00 Adult Lane Swim (16+)

Thursday 18.15 – 20.00 General Swim
20.00 – 20.45 Aqua-Aerobics

Friday 07.30 – 09.00 Adult Lane Swim (16+)
12.45 – 13.30 General Swim
18.15 – 20.00 General Swim
20.00 – 20.45 Adult Lane Swim (16+)

Saturday 08.00 – 09.00 General Swim
12.00 – 14.00 General Swim 

Sunday 09.00 – 12.00 General Swim
13.00 – 16.00 General Swim

Under 5yrs always swim free.

All children under 8 must be accompanied by an adult
(16+) with a maximum of two under 8’s per adult.

A general swim session provides space for recreational
swimming and also lane swimming, dependent on the
number/types of swimmer in the pool.
(R) = Restricted space. During these sessions not all the
pool is available for public use.

If bather capacity is reached, it will be necessary to close
entry to that pool until sufficient people leave and the
bather load drops below the maximum number allowed.

Chippindale Swimming Pool
Prince Henry’s Grammar School
Off Newall Car Road
Otley
LS21 2BH

Tel enquiries: 01943 466852

CHIPPINDALE SWIMMING TIMES
Swimming Pool

On Thursday 5th May,  the whole of the Town
Council will be up for election.

As a matter of principle the Town Council encour-
ages all electors to use their votes.  Democracy
should never be taken for granted. For many peo-
ple in the world they have no chance to vote in any
election.  we have all watched the news from North
Africa and the Middle East where people are having
to fight just for the right to vote.

As Mrs Crosby of Otley said when asked about vot-
ing, “I watch these people on TV each night being
shot at just because they want to vote and here we
sit feeling all comfortable and safe in Otley; we are
the lucky ones we don’t have to fight like that so of
course I vote, always!”

Do not be complacent just because you can choose
to vote or not.

You might think that it does not matter if you don’t
vote for your Town Council.  But it is the Town Coun-
cil which is the nearest form of government to your
community.  It is only the only tier of government
which is answerable to its electors at an annual
meeting, the town meeting to be held on 16th May.

Use your vote on 5th May and demonstrate the
strength of the town’s community.

SPRING IS IN THE AIR

GET PEDALLING IN OTLEY FOR BIKE TO
SCHOOL WEEK 2011 (APRIL 26-29)
Easter Tuesday is the launch day for the National Cycle to School Week and Otley is gearing
itself up for a big turn-out from all its primary schools and from Prince Henry's Grammar
School.   Children all over the country will be making a special effort in this short week
from Easter Tuesday to cycle to school.

Active children are healthier and more able to learn and cycling is an easy way to build in
activity into their daily routine.   The school run is responsible for nearly a quarter of all cars
on the road during the morning rush-hour.   The greater the number of children cycling to
school, the safer it becomes and the greater the benefits to people and the environment.

This initiative is supported by Otley Town Council and Sustrans (Safe Routes to School).   
Visit: biketoschool, sustrans, bikeability



Christine Campbell (Lib) Tel 465025

Colin Campbell (Lib) Tel 465909
colin.campbell@leeds.gov.uk

Philip Bye (Lib) Tel 467199
philipgbye@yahoo.co.uk

PRINCE HENRY WARD

CONTACTING YOUR COUNCILLORS

James Michael Spencer (Lib) Tel 465906
councilleader@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

Graham Kirkland (Lib) Tel 850522 
graham.kirkland@btconnect.com

Mary Vickers (Lib) Tel 465813
maryvickers@supanet.com

Linda Bradley (Lib) Tel 850459
l.bradley45@btinternet.com

WEST CHEVIN WARD

LEEDS CITY 
COUNCILLORS SURGERIES

ASHFIELD WARD

Millie Stott (Lib) Tel 464204

Derek Henderson (Lib) Tel 4671788 
docdel77@gmail.com

Ian Jackson (Lib) Tel 463422 
ianjackson1949@btinternet.com

Alma Thackray (Lib) Tel 462171

David Reid (Lib) Tel 462741
dajoreid@talktalk.net
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Otley Matters is distributed to over 5,000 properties

FIRST THURSDAY IN EACH MONTH
YEADON TOWN HALL - 10AM TO 11AM

FIRST SATURDAY IN EACH MONTH
OTLEY LIBRARY - 10AM - 11AM

THIRD FRIDAY IN EACH MONTH
YEADON TOWN HALL - 2PM TO 3PM

GREG MULHOLLAND 
MP’s SURGERIES 
0113 2266519

FIRST FRIDAY - APPOINTMENTS
MEANWOOD COMMUNITY CENTRE 
1 - 2PM
OTLEY LIBRARY, OTLEY 
4 - 5PM

FIRST SATURDAY - DROP-IN
ASDA STORES, HOLT PARK 
11AM - 12 NOON
SAINSBURY’S, ARNDALE CENTRE 
HEADINGLEY 
12.30 - 1.30PM

THIRD FRIDAY - APPOINTMENTS
HEADINGLEY CARDIGAN CENTRE 
1 - 2PM
ROBERT CRAVEN HALL, BRAMHOPE 
4 - 5PM

THIRD SATURDAY - DROP-IN
SAINSBURYS, OTLEY 
11AM - 12 NOON
MORRISONS, YEADON, OTLEY 
12.30 - 1.30PM

Constituents who would like to book an appointment should call the
office on 0113 22 66 519 or email info@gregmulholland.org

SUPPORT FOR THE COMMUNITY
Otley Town Council support local organisations
with financial support through grants, sponsorship
and commissioning.
These are the organisations supported in the Otley
Town Council 2010-2011 budget

Citizens Advice Bureau
Behind Closed Doors
Otley Action for Older people`
Otley Spiritualist Church                           
Les Panards Dance Festival
Grove Hill Tennis Club                              
Otley Science Festival
Airienteers                                                  
Victorian Fayre
2nd Otley Scouts                                       
Otley Carnival
Otley Choral Society                                 
Walking Festival
Reaching Out Widows Group                    
Folk Festival  
Windmill Club                                            
Otley Cycle Race
Wharfedale Youth house
People in Action
Otley Out of School Club
Friends of St Josephs
Friendship Club
Wharf meadows band concert
Bay Horse Court Street Festival

OTLEY TOWN COUNCIL 
SURGERIES

SCHEDULE OF COUNCIL MEETINGS

SECOND SATURDAY OF THE MONTH 

10AM -11AM   OTLEY LIBRARY

Please see office window for agendas and meetings

11TH APRIL ENVIRONMENT AND TOURISM
ST JOSEPHS PRIMARY SCHOOL

16TH MAY ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
AND PARISH MEETING

Nigel Francis (Ind) Tel 463467
nigelfrancis@btinternet.com

Gerard Francis (Con) Tel 462047 
gerardfrancis@btinternet.com

Neville Birch (Lab) Tel 462703
nevillebirch@talktalk.net

Alan Furze (Lib) Tel 465308 
alan.furze@talktalk.net

DANEFIELD WARD

Peter Moore (Lib) 07946 433062 
gilgald@hotmail.com

Lawrence Ross (Lib) 461909 
landsross@yahoo.co.uk

Shelagh Ross (Lib) 461909
shelaghross50@yahoo.co.uk

Ray Smith (Lib) 461485
lurgan3086@hotmail.com

MANOR WARD

Need somewhere for your team to play?
The junior football pitch on Marriners close Weston
ridge is available for hire.   Please contact Farnley Hall
on 0113 3857400 and ask for sports pitch allocations.

Junior Football pitch to hire
Cross Green Youth Centre and Weston Lane Community
Centre are available to hire for your meetings,events .
Anyone interested should contact Leeds City Council
Lettings   Tel 2474802

NEED SOMEWHERE TO MEET? OTLEY BUTTERCROSS CHARITY STALL
The Buttercross is available for hire, free of charge,
to all charitable organisations on Fridays and 
Saturdays to raise income for your organisation.   
Anyone interested contact Geraldine Crosby on 
01943 466335


