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Report by: Chair of Committee 

1. Purpose of report 

1.1 To inform members about the Otley summer judging result and about developments in 

relation to Instaplanta Ltd  

2. Background 

2.1 Members may already be aware that Otley in Bloom were awarded an excellent Silver 

Gilt medal this summer, only the gold medal comes higher. 

The judges were clearly impressed with the good all round appearance of the town but in 

particular with the brilliant work they saw at The Whartons Primary School where children, 

staff and Otley in Bloom members worked together to get the children growing salad, fruit, 

flowers and vegetables on site as well as having made a start on a wild flower meadow. 

They were also impressed with a new nectar bed in Wharfemeadows Park which the parks 

staff had made available for OIB members to plant up with varieties of flowers that give 

bees, hover flies, butterflies and other insects the nectar they need to survive. Our warmest 

congratulations go to David Bellerby and the members of Otley in Bloom who work so 

consistently hard on behalf of us all. 

2.2 The town has benefitted for the past 2 years from the presence of 18 significant planters 

placed around the town at no cost to the town council. The planters have been kept in 

excellent condition through the joint efforts of Instaplanta Ltd who have provided fresh 

plants as required and Otley In Bloom members who have put the plants in and watered 

them as necessary. Local businesses who wanted to advertise themselves and their services 

on one of the planters paid Instaplanta a small amount each week to do so. 

2.3 The owner of the Instaplanta business works for the City Council. At the outset he 

showed the ex-town clerk Iain Plumtree and current Chair of Committee evidence that his 

senior managers were aware of his Instaplanta business interests and found them 

compatible with his working for the Council. But this has changed, Chair of Committee is not 

aware of why that change has occurred, but the owner is no longer allowed to do business 

as Instaplanta Ltd in the Leeds Met area while in City Council employment. 



2.4 The owner has offered to give Otley in Bloom the planters for free. Otley in Bloom are 

inclined to accept the offer made and would consider charging a smaller amount than 

Instaplanta did for local businesses to advertise on them. The Executive Officer, Chair of 

Committee and David Bellerby met to discuss the issues involved and the Executive Officer 

will try to ensure that the arrangements for transfer of the planters to OIB are clear and 

acceptable to all concerned. 

3. Legal and Financial implications. 

3.1 There are no immediate legal or financial implications arising from this report. 

4. Recommendations 

4.1 Members are asked to note the contents of this report. 


