
 

Agenda item 7 

Otley Town Council 

Environment & Sustainability Committee 

Date: 17 June 2013 

Subject: Report on Kell Beck Footpaths 

Report by: Chair of Committee 

 

1. Purpose of report 

 1.1 To update members on issues affecting the condition of footpaths along Kell Beck. 

2. Background 

2.1 Recent works organised by LCC Flood Risk Management have been very helpful including 

reduction of a high hedge close to St.David’s Road to a height of 2-3 feet. In high winds a 

section of that hedge had recently fallen into the beck when the bank beneath it collapsed 

due to erosion and the effect of the wind. This action will reduce the risk of further damage 

in that area. 

2.2 They also carried out some deepening and widening of the beck close to Bennett Court 

which may help in reducing the risk to the footpath flooding at that point in heavy rain.  

2.3 West North West Homes Leeds have asked residents of Bennett Court for their views on 

a possible re-location of the footpath as it runs past that property. The re-location was 

suggested by the Environment Agency. Chair of Committee will meet residents and WNWHL 

management on 18 June to discuss their concerns which are likely to be about privacy as the 

path would be a bit nearer to their flats. If their concerns are overcome the matter would 

still need WNWHL funding approval. 

2.4 David Oldknow from LCC Flood Risk Management left them recently to work for 

Network Rail. Chair of Committee recently met John Bleakley from that department who is 

now dealing with Kell Beck issues for the city council. Mr Bleakley stressed that the beck 

gets the highest level of scrutiny available, namely a two weekly inspection of the grids that 

run along the beck together with ad hoc inspections prompted by all severe weather events. 

2.5  We discussed concerns that have been raised about the section of the beck below St 

David’s Road and he said it might be possible to extend the metal culvert at that point and 

fill in behind it with the aim of further reducing erosion and silting. 



He also undertook to look at how frequently vegetation at each side of the beck along its 

open sections should be cut back and to give further consideration to what might be done 

to make the path at the bottom of Green Lane less likely to flood in heavy rain conditions. 

3. Legal and Financial implications  

3.1 There are no legal or financial implications to consider. 

4. Recommendations 

4.1 Members are asked to note the content of the report and approve the actions taken. 


