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1. Purpose of report 

1.1 To provide members with an update on progress made since this matter 

came to committee on 7th July 2014. 

2. Background 

2.1  Following a very successful public consultation exercise in all four parish 

areas during June, a draft report by consultant Jeff McQuillan was presented to 

the Wharfedale Greenway Steering Group on 29th August.   

2.2 A number of points were raised with the consultant, particularly about the 

way in which the Executive Summary, which is crucial to readers of the report, 

had been written and Mr McQuillan was asked to consider those points and to 

revise the draft report. Leeds and Bradford Councils agreed to meet in the 

meantime with Sustrans to consider the next steps to be taken with this 

project. 

2.3 On 15th October the Steering Group met again, to consider the revised 

public consultation report. There were still a few minor amendments to be 

sorted out but the revised report read very much better and the Steering 

Group formally approved the report in principle subject to those minor 

amendments being made. 

2.4 Sustrans have produced a draft Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) 

which they are working on with Leeds and Bradford councils. The MoU will set 

out  what needs to be done and at what likely cost in four phases of work 

which are regarded as flexible rather than sequential, depending on what 

opportunities may arise.  Sustrans will send copies of the draft MoU to Steering 

Group members who will consider and offer guidance as necessary. 



2.5 Key actions agreed were 

 MoU to be agreed by Leeds and Bradford Councils and Sustrans 

 Parish councils to understand the MoU and their commitments and 

requirements 

 Sustrans to work up a 'lump sum' estimate of costs which will inform City 

Council and parish council budgets  

 The need for a formal constitution to be drawn up for the Wharfedale 

Greenway Steering Group 

 To consider a response to the question which members are advised is 

likely to be raised in the West Yorkshire Combined Authority 'Why 

should we spend money in Wharfedale?'   

3. Legal and Financial implications 

3.1 There are no immediate legal or financial implications to this report 

4. Recommendations  

4.1 Members are asked to note the contents of this report and approve the 

actions taken to date. 

 

 

 


