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Subject: Report on Kell Beck Footpaths 

Report by: Chair of Committee 

1. Purpose of report 

1.1 To update members on issues affecting the conditions of footpaths along Kell Beck. 

2. Background 

2.1 Members may recall that the section of well used footpath which runs at the side of 

Bennett Court is liable to flooding in periods of very heavy rain. The Environment Agency 

suggested that it be re-located a little further away from the beck and West North West 

Homes were asked to consider this suggestion. 

2.2 When residents of Bennett Court were consulted by West North West Homes they 

opposed it on the grounds that it would bring pedestrians closer to their homes and risk 

invasion of their privacy. Attempts to dissuade them of this fear were unsuccessful and the 

proposal was not taken forward. 

2.3 Fortunately LCC Flood Risk Management were able to help by funding works to raise the 

level of that section of the footpath which has been most subject to flooding including the 

setting some of the concrete flags they used at a slight angle to help water run off towards 

the beck.  Hopefully this will resolve that particular problem. 

2.4 Flood Risk Management also funded works to reduce erosion of the banks of the beck 

immediately below St. Richards Road.  A number of large wire baskets of stones have been 

positioned in front of the bank area most liable to erosion and a programme agreed for the 

hedges along that bank to be cut back three times a year, again to reduce the risk of soil 

erosion at that point.  

2.5 Flood Risk management have a meeting scheduled shortly with the Environment Agency 

and have put on the agenda a request from Chair of Committee for consideration of a 

solution to the flooding problem to the footpath  at the lower end of Green Lane. 



2.6 Chair of Committee, Cllr Ray Gill and others will shortly carry out a litter picking exercise 

in and along the banks of Kell Beck in an attempt to reduce the risk of the beck becoming 

choked with rubbish should we get very heavy rains in the winter. 

3. Legal and Financial implications 

3.1 There are no legal or financial implications to consider. 

4. Recommendations 

4.1 Members are asked to note the contents of this report. 

 


