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1. PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 

 

The purpose of the Report is to advise Members on the issues with which the 

Community Development Officer has been dealing in relation to Community 

Development matters. 

 

 

2. COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT OFFICER’s ACTIVITIES (JULY-

SEPTEMBER) 

The CDO was part of the Events Safety Team that worked on the delivery of 

the Tour de France event in Otley on Saturday 5th July. The CDO, alongside 

the Leader of the Council, arranged and attended a Tour de France roadshow 

at all five Otley Primary Schools prior to the event. At these visits each 

Primary School child was presented with an ‘Otley – Road to Paris’ badge and 

at Westgate School prizes were presented to the winners of the design a t-

shirt competition. The CDO would like to express his thanks to all of the Town 

Council staff, councillors and volunteers who assisted in the build-up and on 

the day of the event. 

The CDO has made initial contact with Leeds City Council about delivering 

the Voice Your Choice winning project on cycling signage. The other two 

successful projects: dry stone wall and the film of the day are either complete 

or nearing completion. The CDO continues to work with the Big Hooha 

Company on delivery of the Otley Heritage Mosaic planned to be located in 

Tittybottle Park.    

The CDO has been working with the Otley Museum and the Royal British 

Legion on plans for the World War I Remembrance activities during 2014. 

Otley Museum are using the Otley Core Exhibition Space from August to 

November to present the ‘Legacies of War – Untold Otley Stories’ exhibition. 



The CDO attended the Royal British Legion event held at the Old Peoples 

Welfare Centre in July to commemorate the anniversary. 

The CDO assisted Otley Town Partnership with regards to plans and 

proposed road closures and first aid cover for the Otley Food & Drink 

Festival held on Sunday 27th July 2014. 

The CDO has attended a meeting, alongside councillors, SUSTRANS, officers 

and councillors of Leeds and Bradford, parish clerks and councillors from 

Pool-in-Wharfedale, Menston and Burley-in-Wharfedale with regards to the 

findings of the Wharfedale Greenway community consultation relating to the 

re-use of the former railway line between Pool-in-Wharfedale, Otley, Menston 

and Burley-in-Wharfedale.  

The CDO, alongside Open Country and Friends of Gallows Hill, has carried 

out maintenance work on the Gallows Hill Nature Area. The CDO is working 

alongside the Chair of the Environment and Sustainability Committee to 

tender works on the car park, footpaths and bio-diversity features of the site. 

The CDO has been working on undertaking initial analysis of the findings from 

the Neighbourhood Plan questionnaire and will continue to work closely with 

the Executive Officer to progress the plan. 

The CDO has attended two meetings alongside the Chair of the Environment 

and Sustainability Committee with regards to the set-up of the Otley Work 

Club.  

The CDO, alongside Tom Shortall, led an allotments walk as part of the 

Otley Walking Festival 2014. The CDO also led an allotments walk on behalf 

of the Otley Health Walk club during Yorkshire Week 2014.  

The CDO has provided information on our community to Otley Town 

Partnership to assist in the development of the new Visit Otley website. The 

CDO has also had some input into the development of the new Otley Town 

Council website. 

On behalf of the Otley Town Women’s Guild the CDO has arranged for the 

Otley Tapestry, formerly in storage in the Mechanic’s Institute to be re-

housed and hung on the wall of the Robing Room in the Otley Courthouse. 

The CDO, on behalf of the Events Management Committee, has been 

working on the distribution of the Otley Visitor Guide. 

The CDO has attended the reception for the Otley in Bloom Summer 

judging. 

The CDO has attended face-to-face meetings with the following people: 

Rachael Savage (new Manager of Otley Courthouse), Margaret Parkin (Otley 



Parish Church), Lawrence Ross (Otley Town Partnership), Ian Cairns (Leeds 

City Council Events Team) and Douglas Louis (Leeds City Council Country 

Parks).  

The CDO has worked with the editorial committee to produce the September 

edition (No.69) of Otley Matters. The CDO attended the reading of Otley 

Matters for Talking Newspapers. 

The CDO is awaiting confirmation from the Executive Officer to submit his 

Certificate in Local Council Administration portfolio – the portfolio has been 

ready for submission since May. 

Over the coming months the CDO will continue to meet and work with the 

community groups and organisations in Otley. The CDO will continue to work 

on plans for the re-use of the former Otley railway line. The CDO will continue 

to work on implementing the objectives proposed in the Strategy and 

Enhancement Plan for Gallows Hill. The CDO alongside the Executive Officer 

will be working on the planning of the Christmas Lights switch-on. The CDO 

will be working with the editorial committee to produce the December edition 

(No.70) of Otley Matters. The CDO will be working closely with the Executive 

Officer to progress the Neighbourhood Plan. The CDO will be working on the 

delivery of the Voice Your Choice winning projects. 

  

3. LEGAL ASPECTS AND FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

 

The Council is empowered to provide information concerning the services and 

facilities available in the area provided by Otley Town Council, other public 

authorities or charities and other voluntary organisations under S142 (1) Local 

Government Act 1972 and may appoint other such Council staff as it deems 

necessary under S112 of the same Act. 

 

There are no financial applications to this report. 

 

4. SUSTAINABILITY 

 

The Community Development Officer’s role is to develop and involve the 

community so that they work more closely together which is sound and 

compliant with the Aalborg Charter. 

 

5. RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

It is recommended that the Committee note the contents of this report. 


