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1. PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 

 

The purpose of the Report is to advise Members on the issues with which the 

Community Development Officer has been dealing in relation to Community 

Development matters. 

 

 

2. COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT OFFICER’s ACTIVITIES (JULY-SEPTEMBER) 

The CDO has been working with Leeds City Council Parks & Countryside to deliver 

the Voice Your Choice 2012-2013 winning project – the Outdoor Gym. Otley Town 

Council were successful with a funding application to Green Leeds for £5,000. A 

contractor has been appointed and the gym is now under construction with the gym 

expected to be completed by mid-October.  

The CDO has been promoting and overseeing the Voice Your Choice 2013-2014 

public ballot which took place over the week of Monday 16th to 23rd September. The 

count and verification was overseen by the CDO on Wednesday 25th September. 

The CDO has worked with many local groups and organisations to deliver the Otley 

Yorkshire Month events programme during August. The CDO attended a number of 

the events throughout the month.  

The CDO has attended further meetings of key stakeholders involved in the delivery 

of the ‘Do you ride?’ cycling strategy for Otley. 

The CDO has attended two meetings of the Tour de France Steering Group and has 

been working with organisations and partners to coordinate the activities of the six 

sub-groups. The CDO has attended two public consultations intended to make 

residents aware and get them engaged with the Tour de France. The CDO has 



attended meetings with regards to the infrastructure and communications 

requirements for the event. The CDO, along with the Town Mayor, has been 

interviewed on Radio Leeds as part of the build-up to the Tour de France. 

The CDO has attended a meeting of the Otley Word Feast Committee, to assist in their 

preparations for the event in 2014.  

The CDO has attended a meeting of the Otley Community Council on behalf of the 

Town Council. 

The CDO, alongside councillors, attended a meeting of the Otley Olympic Park group, 

who are looking at the feasibility of developing a new sports venue in the town. The 

CDO, alongside councillors, attended a meeting chaired by Marjorie Dunn looking 

into the potential for the development of sporting activities in Otley. The CDO 

provided a 5 minute presentation on the current activities, initiatives and potential 

ways the Town Council can assist sports clubs. 

The CDO, alongside councillors, has attended a meeting of the Events and Town 

Marketing Group meeting held by Otley Town Partnership. 

The CDO, alongside the Executive Officer, met with Charlotte Batty of Leeds Libraries 

and Otley Tourist Information Centre to look at the potential links between the Otley 

Core Resource Centre and the library. 

The CDO has attended a meeting, alongside councillors, with SUSTRANS with regards 

to exploring the potential for a cycling route along the former railway line between 

Pool-in-Wharfedale, Otley, Menston and Burley-in-Wharfedale.  

The CDO, has established a new partnership between Open Country and Friends of 

Gallows Hill to undertake maintenance work on the Gallows Hill site. It is intended to 

work with Open Country on a monthly basis to undertake work on the site. The CDO 

attended alongside councillors the Friends of Gallows Hill Annual General Meeting. 

The CDO has arranged for Voluntary Action Leeds to run three one-day training 

courses from the Otley Core Resource Centre for local community groups and 

organisations on: ‘Accessing Funding for Community Groups’; ‘Applying for Awards 

for All’; and ‘Maximising the Benefits of Social Media.’ 

The CDO, attended the Waitrose Community Matters presentation, highlighting the 

many groups and organisations that Waitrose has supported over the past 12 

months. 

The CDO has worked with the editorial team to produce the September edition (No 

65) of Otley Matters. The CDO, alongside the Town Council Leader, attended the 

reading of Otley Matters for the talking newspapers. 



The CDO has attended face-to-face meetings with the following people: Janet Raw 

(Otley Show); Louise Walker (Leeds City Council sports development); Mike Goodall 

(new Asda Otley store manager). 

The CDO, alongside the Executive Officer, continues to work on the production of 

their portfolio with regards to gaining the Certificate in Local Council Administration 

qualification. 

Over the coming months the CDO will continue to meet and work with the 

community groups and organisations in Otley. The CDO, alongside the Executive 

Officer, will be working on the planning of the Christmas Lights. The CDO will 

continue to work with the Steering Group and other key stakeholders to develop 

activities for the 2014 Tour De France. The CDO will continue to provide support on 

the delivery of the Do You Ride Strategy. The CDO will be working with the editorial 

committee to produce the December edition (No.66) of Otley Matters. The CDO will 

be working closely with the Executive Officer to progress the Neighbourhood Plan. 

The CDO will be working on the delivery of the 2013-2014 Voice Your Choice winning 

projects.      

 

3. LEGAL ASPECTS AND FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

 

The Council is empowered to provide information concerning the services and 

facilities available in the area provided by Otley Town Council, other public 

authorities or charities and other voluntary organisations under S142 (1) Local 

Government Act 1972 and may appoint other such Council staff as it deems 

necessary under S112 of the same Act. 

 

There are no financial applications to this report. 

 

 

4. SUSTAINABILITY 

 

The Community Development Officer’s role is to develop and involve the community 

so that they work more closely together which is sound and compliant with the 

Aalborg Charter. 

 

 

5. RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

It is recommended that the Committee note the contents of this report. 

 


