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1.0 Purpose of Report 

1.1 The purpose of this report is to provide Members with information about the current 

provision of benches in Otley.  

2.0 Background 

2.1 The Town Council receive a number of enquiries from residents with regards to 

memorial benches in Otley.  

2.2 There are a number of benches sited around Otley within parks, on the Otley Chevin 

and on public highways – with these facilities enjoyed by a wide range of people. 

2.3 There are no comprehensive records held by the Town Council of the ownership, 

location, number or condition of the Town’s benches, nor is there any evidence of a 

programme of planned maintenance.  

2.4 The Town Council currently has no policy with regards to requests for memorial 

benches and no provision within the current budget to provide or maintain wayside seating. 

3.0 Providing Benches 

3.1 For the provision of a bench placed in any park within Otley, the applicant must 

approach Leeds City Council Parks & Countryside. The bench will be a metal bench and the 

cost will be a one off payment of £650 which includes maintenance and a plaque with up to 

4-5 lines including ‘In memory of…’. 

3.2 To have a bench placed on the Otley Chevin, the applicant must approach Leeds City Council 

Parks & Countryside. These benches are wooden with the cost varying according to the price of 

wood. The costs start at around £400 to include maintenance and a plaque. 

 

3.3 To place a bench on the highway in Otley the advice from the Highways Department at 

Leeds City Council is that the proposed location must be agreed with the applicant completing an 



application to license the structure on the highway. It is then the responsibility of the family to 

purchase and maintain the bench and to ensure appropriate public liability insurance is in place.  

 

3.4 The 2006 ‘Charter between Leeds City Council and the Parish and Town Councils within the 

administrative area of Leeds City Council’, section 7.6 states: 

 

“Local councils should be aware that it is not the responsibility of Highways to provide wayside seats. 

Those provided by local councils need to be maintained safely until such time as they are removed. 

Highways will intervene to remove seats that are no longer maintained and have become unsafe.”  

 

3.5 Cllr Campbell has advised that the Highways Department of Leeds City Council have recently 

admitted responsibility for some benches located on the highway. If pushed highways will repair 

(though tend to remove) any benches no longer maintained or deemed unsafe. The Outer North 

West Area Committee are currently seeking to resolve this issue.  

 

3.6 In Otley, there are a number of benches located on the highway that are currently not part 

of any maintenance regime. Based on the advice set out in section 3.4 above – these seats will be 

removed and not replaced should they be damaged or deteriorate with age. 

 

3.7 Any memorial bench installed on Town Council land is the property and responsibility of 

Otley Town Council – this is the case with three benches on Clapgate – in front of the former HSBC. 

 

3.8 Any benches installed on private land is the responsibility of the landowner. 

4.0 Legal and Financial Implications 

4.1 None. 

5.0 Sustainability 

5.1 The report is compliant with Aalborg. 

6.0 Recommendations 

6.1 To commission/undertake a detailed town-wide survey of all the benches 

throughout the Town, recording locations, numbers, ownership, whether they do or do not 

have a memorial dedication and whether they do or do not require repair or maintenance 

work.  

6.2 For the Town Council to develop a policy with regards to benches on the highway. 

 

 
 


