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Subject: Report on proposed Sustrans Cycleway  

Report by: Chair of Committee 

1. Purpose of report 

1.1  To bring members up to date on matters relating to the proposed 

cycleway. 

2. Background 

2.1  There have been 3 meetings since late November 2013 with Sustrans 

and the wider group of councils interested in being involved in the 

proposed Cycleway now being referred to as the Wharfedale 

Greenway. Those councils are Menston, Pool and Burley councils with 

Bradford represented by their cycling officer and Otley Town Council 

represented by Leader of the Council, CDO and Chair of Committee. 

2.2  The group has agreed that phase 1 would now be Otley to Burley, 

phase2 the Menston link with consideration of different links, phase 3 

Otley to Pool-in- Wharfedale and phase 4 extensions from Pool-in-

Wharfedale to Arthington and Burley to Ilkley. 

2.3  It was agreed that a comprehensive public consultation exercise with 

landowners and members of the public would be needed if the 

proposal was to stand a chance of success. All parties agreed to be fully 

involved and agreed to meet with Jeff McQuillan, Consultant, to agree 

the scope, scale and costs of  of the consultation exercise. 

2.4  The group met with Jeff McQuillan on 29 January when he outlined his 

previous work including the Great Northern Railway Trail. He outlined a 

2 week manned consultation - 2 days in each parish then 2 to 3 weeks 

for him to write up the findings of the public consultations. All councils 



agreed the consultation exercise would run in the first two weeks of 

June.  Costs of the exercise would be £10k, approaches would be made 

to both Leeds and Bradford councils for contributions towards these 

costs. Burley had already passed a resolution to contribute £1000 and 

Otley, Menston and Pool councils agreed to seek the same level of 

contribution. Agreed that Jeff McQuillan be appointed by Sustrans 

subject to the £10k cost being raised. 

2.5    Ilkley and Arthington parish councils to be informed of the consultation 

exercise and invited to send observers to subsequent meetings of the 

group which meets again on 5March. 

3. Legal and Financial implications 

3.1   There are no legal implications arising from this report.   

3.2   As set out earlier the Town Council is asked to make a contribution of 

£1k towards the £10k public consultation and report costs. There is also 

a sum of £250 sought from the Town Council towards the £1k cost of 

Sustrans updating the Cycleway Feasibility Study 2010 document 

before the public consultations, each of the four councils is being asked 

to contribute the same sum. 

4. Recommendations 

4.1 Members are asked to note the contents of this report and to approve 

the payment of the sums outlined in 3.2 above. 

 


