
Have Your Say about the Future of Otley 
 

 
 

Otley Town Council has been asked to produce a Neighbourhood Plan in line 
with recent legislation, which has given local councils greater freedom in 
planning for their areas. 
 
Why are they doing this? 
 
The Government wants local councils to get plans in place that will reflect the 
development needs of their area.   These must be based on up-to-date 
evidence which will provide a framework for the future.  
 
How will they do this? 
 
Otley Town Council will take the lead in producing a local plan, and will 
ensure that it links in with the strategic policies of the existing plan for the 
Leeds area (see below)  
 

 
 
We will work closely with Leeds planners who will advise and assist us.  We 
also need to talk to Otley residents, the local business community, and those 
who work in the voluntary sector.  We will also invite local schools to design 
models of the “Otley of the future.”  
 
Haven’t we done this already? 
 
Yes, but only partly.  We are already working closely with Otley Town 
Partnership so that the existing work that went into the Community Plan can 
be taken into account.   However, we need your views on how Otley should 
look in the future, taking into account public transport, roads and traffic flows, 
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and education, as well as the need for economic prosperity and a cleaner 
environment. 
 
What is the timescale for this? 
 
Three years.   
 
What will happen after that? 
 
There will either be a referendum or an examination to ensure the plan is 
sound.  If we get agreement to the plan then it will become a very important 
document in shaping the future development of Otley. 
 
How will my views be taken into account? 
 
We will ask you by sending out questionnaires, through local newspapers, 
and the Town Council website.  We will also run workshops so that we can 
get your ideas and hear your views before drawing up the plan.  
 

 


