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Otley Town Council 
 

 

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting of Otley Town Council 
 
Date:   16th May 2016 
 
Venue:  Bridge Church, Bridge Street, Otley 
 
Present:  Cllr I Jackson (Town Mayor) 

Cllrs P Bye, W Green, P Jackson, D Robinson, L Hoare, 
S Thomson, P Carter, S Whelan, C A Campbell, 
R Georgeson, S Dabill, R Smith, M Vickers,  
N Francis, S Brown, J Brown, M Bradley 
  

Apologies: It was resolved to accept the following apologies: 
 Cllrs P Brown, W Brown 
 
In Attendance:    Ms S Kidger (Executive Officer) 

 Mrs E Bradley (Admin Officer) 
  

 
1.  Declarations of Interest 
 
No declarations of interest, whether personal or prejudicial, were received. 
 
 
2.  Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting of the 18th May 2015.  The 
minutes were received and placed before the meeting for approval as to 
accuracy. 
 
It was resolved that the Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting of the 18th 
May 2015 be approved as to accuracy. 
 

Proposed:  Councillor R Georgeson 
Seconded: Councillor C A Campbell 

 
Votes for:  All Members present 
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3.  Any other public business relative to the Parish and the Town raised by 
any attending elector of the Parish and Town of Otley 
 
Joe Butler-Trewin, 1 Danefield Terrace, Otley.   
Mr Butler-Trewin said that the Leeds City Councillors Sandy Lay and Colin 
Campbell regarded going 50/50 with the Police & Crime Commissioner is 
like raising an extra tax for extra PCSO’s and asked whether Otley Town 
Council had a duty of care to provide extra PCSO’s when Leeds City Council 
were facing cuts from central government. 
 
Cllr Campbell said that when the Liberal Democrats controlled Leeds City 
Council it had been agreed with the Police to make a contribution for every 
area in Leeds for a fixed number of PCSO’s and this meant five for Otley. It 
was a blanket provision across the city of five per area.  Over the end of last 
year the Police & Crime Commissioner was in negotiation with the current 
Leeds City Council administration about the provision of PCSO’s through 
the contribution of Leeds City Council which comes through council tax.  
Despite long discussions in Council a commitment could not be made by 
Leeds City Council that they would continue to funds PCSO’s on the same 
arrangement as before.  The Police & Crime Commissioner also pays for and 
employs extra PCSO’s over the Leeds City Council allocation and that 
allocation went into areas of higher crime than ours.  In the end an 
agreement was made which the controlling group on Leeds City Council  
supported which changed the methodology and the allocation became two 
PCSO’s per area.  This mean that the extra PCSO’s that used to patrol the 
streets of Otley have now been transferred to other parts of Leeds.  Cllr 
Campbell said people had to understand that not only do tax payers of 
Otley pay for the Police & Crime Commissioner, but also for ones that Leeds 
City Council provides. Is not unreasonable that everyone in the Leeds City 
Council area should get equitable treatment.   
 
Pat Dixon. 2 Newall Mount, Otley 
Ms Dixon said her understanding was that being equitable was not 
necessarily treating people the same; it depended on the need and 
demands of a particular area. She said she was happy for her share of tax to 
go to areas where PCSO’s were most needed. 
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Dudley Parker. 23 Mount Pisgah,Otley. 
Mr Parker said that last year he had asked what the strategy was on 
tourism in Otley and that he had attended the Town Council’s conference in 
March.  Mr Parker asked that if he came back next year what tangible 
evidence would there be for people who want to enhance and improve the 
town through tourism.  Will it encompass the community? 
 
Cllr Georgeson said he hoped that Mr Parker would hear that we have 
started with a strategy, consulting with local groups.  We have some 
increasingly clear understanding of what we have to offer, catchment areas, 
trying to work out carefully what our pitch is.  We are a place where people 
will come for a day to visit and that catchment means people who live 
within an hours drive.  We need to look at how we make the best of what it 
is we have here.   
 
Cllr Carter said that the first draft of proposal of the report from the 
Conference had been sent  out today and would be a genuinely 
collaborative document. 
 
Penny Robinson.  55 Westgate, Otley 
Ms Robinson said that a visitor to Otley had asked her why all the teashops  
closed at teatime. She also said it was not advantageous to have the Tourist 
Information Centre in the library and that she believed that the number of 
empty shops was an issue. 
 
Cllr Georgeson said that the tea shops probably closed because the pubs 
were then open.  With regard to empty shops he said that the numbers 
were below the national average. The problem was that although the 
numbers were small they were in prominent positions.  He said he wanted 
to counter the argument that the town had a lot of empty shops because if 
we did not it would run Otley down.  
 
Cllr Campbell said that the Tourist Information Centre was a long running 
issue.  The location in the Library was not ideal and the Otley Town 
Partnership and Otley Town Council had discussed this matter with Leeds 
City Council regarding its relocation.  The issue was the cost involved, but 
he hoped to see some improvement in the near future. 
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Mr Chris Winpenny.  41 Leeds Road, Otley 
Mr Winpenny said that the town had produced an Ale Trail leaflet and one 
for the local cafes.  He asked whether one could be done for other 
businesses in Otley.  
Cllr Georgeson said that he would see what could be done.  
 
Morag Evans, Station Road, Otley 
Mrs Evans said she was disappointed that the Council had discontinued 
Voice Your Choice which ordinary residents could be involved in. 
Cllr Georgson said that the scheme had taken up a disproportionate 
amount of officer time and not that large a number of people had 
participated in it.  The same amount of money would be available and the 
would work better as people would be able to apply for the funding. 
 
Helen Toft, 8 Wingfield Square, Otley 
Ms Toft said that the Otley Core had been established in 2013 to provide 
advice, resources and support for the public and was where the Council 
Officers worked.  She said residents did not know what was going on in the 
Core and would like to know how it would develop. 
Cllr Georgeson said that the development of its use was restricted by the 
commercial lease, which had no break clause and was not renewable. He 
said the believed that the Core was well used, with various groups regularly 
using it. 
 
 
Mike Evans, The Gables, Station Road, Otley 
Mr Evans asked what was happening with the Neighbourhood Plan.  
Cllr Georgeson said that good progress was being made.  The current 
position was that a specialist Neighbourhood Planning consultant had been 
appointed.   
 
 
 
 
      Chair ………………………………………. 
 


