
 Agenda item No.10 

Otley Town Council 

Environment & Sustainability Committee 

Date: 23rd April 2018 

Report:  Update on Wharfedale Greenway project 

Report by: Community Development (Deputy Executive Officer) 

 

1. Purpose of Report 

1.1 To provide members with information on progress made since this matter was discussed 

in committee on 8th January 2018. 

 

2. Background 

2.1 The Wharfedale Greenway Steering Group has met twice since the last Environment & 
Sustainability Committee meeting.  

2.2 On 17th January the key points arising were: 

• The Steering Group were advised that the Wharfedale Greenway Planning 
Application should be submitted to Bradford Council for the whole scheme Phases 1 
to 3; 

• Agreed that Burley-in-Wharfedale Parish Council would complete the Planning 
Application on behalf of the Wharfedale Greenway Steering Group;  

• The RDPE Expression of Interest document is being prepared by Sustrans and is 
awaiting information from the Sustrans research unit. The submission of the EoI has 
been extended to May;   

• The Steering Group agreed to make a formal request for Phase 2 funding 
contributions from the Principal Authorities;  

• The Steering Group heard that informal discussions have taken place between North 
Yorkshire County Council and Harrogate Borough Council with regards to links 
between Addingham and Bolton Bridge; 

• Informed that a Green Belt Review is taking place in Bradford district. Timescales are 
expected to be 2 years. 

 

2.3 On 7th March the main points arising included: 



• Burley-in-Wharfedale Parish Council reported that land deals are likely to be in place 
soon with regards to two parcels of land. The last remaining Phase 1 land parcel to 
be agreed is owned by Otley Golf Club; 

• Pool-in-Wharfedale Parish Council confirmed that the Phase 2 detailed design route 
should stick to the original alignments. Sustrans confirmed that there are more 
landowner issues with regards to Phase 2. Based on the work undertaken to date the 
estimated route cost is circa £1.8M; 

• A Feasibility Report was expected shortly with regards to the extended Burley-Ilkley-
Addingham route. This work has generated some alternative views, particularly in 
relation to access to Addingham and those responses are being worked through; 

• 20 people attended the second walk on the Phase 1 route from Otley to Burley-in-
Wharfedale – with an exhibition in Burley showing the plans for Phase 2 and beyond. 
Pre-walk there were over 6,000 hits on facebook with positive feeling generated. 

 

2.4 At the end of March, working on behalf of the Wharfedale Greenway Steering Group, 
Sustrans submitted an Expression of Interest for grant funding in relation to the Phase 1 
Otley to Burley-in-Wharfedale route to the Rural Payments Agency. This expression of 
interest relates to support from the Rural Development Programme for England 2014-
2020 and requests circa £2M for all the works (including bridge structures) to complete 
Phase 1 of the project. A response is expected during May. 

2.5 In late March, Sustrans issued the first draft of the ‘Wharfedale Greenway Phase 2: Otley 
to Pool-in-Wharfedale’ detailed design report. Members of the Steering Group have 
been issued with the report and requested to feedback comments to the Sustrans team. 

 

3. Legal and Financial implications 

3.1 There are no immediate legal implications arising from this report. 

3.2 A further £3k contribution towards costs has been set aside in the 2018/19 budget and 

will be required should the Phase 3 Detailed Design work be commissioned. 

 

4. Recommendations 

4.1 Members are asked to note the content of this report and approve the actions taken to 

date. 


