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1. Purpose of report 

1.1 To bring members up to date and resolve to commission the construction 

of two new ponds at the Gallows Hill Nature Area. 

 

2. Background 

2.1 The Gallows Hill Nature Area is the largest land-holding in the ownership of 

Otley Town Council.  

2.2 The Gallows Hill Nature Area Site Management Plan 2017-2022, prepared 

by Otley Town Council, the Friends of Gallows Hill and Gallows Hill Steering 

Group, sets out planned works for the site and includes continuous on-site 

maintenance along with enhancement works. 

2.3 A key aim of the management plan relates to habitat maintenance in order 

to increase species diversity and provide suitable habitat for wildlife. In 

relation to ponds, there are currently two ponds in late succession on site with 

many species reliant on the ponds for food, shelter and breeding (particularly 

for toads and other amphibians during March/April). 

2.4 A key objective identified in the Site Management Plan is the creation of 

two new ponds – in order to provide valuable early succession pond habitat for 

amphibians, dragonflies and damselflies. In addition, there is an opportunity to 

install a pond dipping platform suitable for use by all. 



2.5 At the Policy & Resources Committee of Otley Town Council held on 24th 

July 2017, a written report was prepared with a request to Council Members to 

consider the release of £6,500 from the Riverdale Road reserve funds for the 

creation of two new ponds. The following resolution was agreed: 

That the report be noted and Committee agrees the release of reserves 

from the sale of Riverdale Road for the creation of two new ponds at 

Gallows Hill. 

2.6 The Friends of Gallows Hill have been working with the officer team to 

issue a brief for the creation of two new ponds (Pond 1 – 10m x 10m; Pond 2 – 

10m x 15m) and the installation of a dipping platform with access path.  

2.7 In response to the brief there were four proposals received and considered 

by the Chair of the Friends of Gallows Hill and the Town Council’s officer team. 

It was agreed to recommend the appointment of JLM Landscapes – who come 

with a track record of undertaking similar work at Otley Wetlands Nature 

Reserve and Rodley Nature Reserve. 

2.8 The cost of the works to create two new ponds with bentomat liner will be 

£9,625 (excluding VAT). The cost of the dipping platform with access is £2,950. 

The total project cost amounts to £12,575 (excluding VAT). 

2.9 The Friends of Gallows Hill have £9,838 in committed funds or in hand 

(including the Town Council contribution) and this will cover the costs for the 

creation of two new ponds. In addition, the Friends of Gallows Hill have 

applied for a further £1,750 of grants for the dipping platform and are pursuing 

other funding opportunities in order to deliver the dipping platform as part of 

this scheme. 

2.10 Subject to approval by Otley Town Council, it is planned to commence the 

pond creation during early February (weather permitting). There will also be an 

opportunity for volunteers to participate where appropriate, for example, 

during vegetation clearance, fingertip search for amphibians, marking out the 

shape of the new ponds on the area to the west of the existing ponds and 

helping with liner installation. 

 



 

3. Legal and financial implications 

3.1 There are no legal implications arising from this report. 

3.2 There are financial implications from this report with a resolution to 

release £6,500 from reserves for the creation of two new ponds at Gallows Hill 

Nature Area. 

 

4. Sustainability  

4.1 This report is compliant with Aalborg. 

 

5. Recommendations 

5.1 Members are asked to note this report.  

 

5.2 The Committee resolves to commission JLM Landscapes to undertake the 

construction of two new ponds at the Gallows Hill Nature Area. 


