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1. Purpose of report 

1.1 To inform members of a request to help towards the travelling expenses of the Town 

Bellman and proposals to hold a Town Crier competition in Otley in 2018. 

2. Background 

2.1 Bellman Expenses Request 

2.1.1 The Town Bellman has been very successful in representing the town around the 

country in a number of Town Crier competitions. He recently secured first place in the 

National Town Crier Championships in Hastings.  He has also given winning performances at 

Ely, Halifax, Nelson and Huddersfield. 

2.1.2 A request has been received for help towards travelling expenses incurred attending 

domestic competitions. 

2.1.3 Last year the Bellman attended eight UK competitions and if paying the petrol only 

element of his expenses, he would have been claiming £143.  

2.1.4 The Bellman currently receives a stipend of £500 per year and the Council pay the fee 

for membership of the Town Crier Guild - £35. 

2.1.5 As the number of competitions can vary from year to year it is suggested that instead 

of paying a mileage allowance, the stipend be increased from £500 to £600 on the 

understanding that at least 5 competitions per year will be entered. 

2.1.6 It is proposed that this take effect in 2018/2019 and this would have to be reflected in 

the budget setting exercise carried out in January 2018. 

 

 



2.2 Town Crier Competition 

2.2.1 It has been proposed that a Town Crier competition be hosted by the TC in 2018 to 

coincide with the Chippendale 300 celebrations.  Depending on the success it could become 

an annual event in the civic calendar as in many other towns around the country.  

2.2.2 The Executive Officer has approached a number of Parish Council who hold 

competitions and the feedback is that they are well attended, enjoyable events. 

2.2.3 Costs involved cover trophies, gifts for judges and consorts, refreshments and room 

hire. Some towns cover these costs themselves but others offer sponsorship deals to local 

businesses. 

2.2.4 Otley Bellman has indicated his willingness to assist with the organisation of a 

competition as other towns indicate that they are not so much a financial burden but do 

cost in terms of staff resources. 

2.2.5 It would be prudent to consider adding £200 as a new budget line for 2018/2019 but 

draw down on this would be unnecessary should we be successful in raising funds via local 

businesses. 

3. Legal and financial implications 

3.1 There are financial implications flowing from this report. Budget allowances would need 

to be made for the year 2018/2019. 

 

4. Sustainability 

4.1 This report is compliant with the Aalborg Commitments. 

 

5. Recommendations 

It is recommended that the committee; 

1. Agree to the increase of the Bellman’s stipend to £600 subject to ratification at P&R 

in January 2018. 

2. Agree to hold a Town Crier competition in 2018 subject to funds being allocated in 

the 2018/2019 budget. 


