
 Agenda item No.9 

Otley Town Council 

Environment & Sustainability Committee 

Date: 2nd October 2017 

Report: Update on Wharfedale Greenway project 

Report by: Community Development (Deputy Executive Officer) 

 

1. Purpose of Report 

1.1 To provide members with information on progress made since this matter was discussed 

in committee on 10th July 2017. 

 

2. Background 

2.1 The Wharfedale Greenway Steering Group has met twice since the last Environment & 
Sustainability Committee meeting.  

2.2 On 19th July the key points arising were: 

• Burley-in-Wharfedale Parish Council outlined their commitment to land purchase 
and negotiation and stated there is the potential to do something from Burley to 
Otley – although the golf club remains an unknown. A meeting needs to be held with 
Otley golf club to establish their current position. 

• The Leeds Cycling Strategy has now been launched and this includes the Wharfedale 
Greenway and a long-term tube map vision for extension to Wetherby – there are no 
prioritisation of routes. 

• Jayne Benson from Bradford Public Rights of Way provided details on the recording 
of footpaths and bridleways. 

• Sustrans outlined that the Phase 2 Detailed Design work programme is behind in 
terms of Ecology. They have surveyed the routes between Otley and Pool-in-
Wharfedale but no discussions have yet taken place with landowners. They outlined 
that there are a number of Greenways emerging throughout Yorkshire. There is also 
a potential funding opportunity with regards to the European Rural Development 
Programme England (RDPE). 

• Burley-Ilkley-Addingham extension has had a first meeting with a number of route 
options presented. A refinement of possible options is now underway. 

 

2.3 On 20th September the key points arising were: 



• No news on the LCWIP process although a key outcome will be to understand the 
propensity to cycle – this will include a range of factors and benefits such as health, 
economic and environmental benefits. The Wharfedale Greenway will need to 
establish a data bank in order to support funding applications. 

• The European Rural Development Programme England opportunity requires an 
Expression of Interest (EoI) to be submitted to the Rural Payments Agency by the 
end of January, but stressed the sooner the better. A key issue is who is going to be 
the lead agency given there are potentially a number of RDPE schemes in West 
Yorkshire. A key criteria is that the scheme must benefit the tourism economy. 

• Phase 2 Detailed Design works - Sustrans have looked at the potential routes 
between Pool-in-Wharfedale and Otley and presented some maps of possible 
options. There are key concerns relating to land ownership agreements. Sustrans are 
planning to speak to landowners prior to finalising the detailed design. The 
timescales for report completion are likely to be pre-Christmas. 

• Burley-Ilkley-Addingham update identified that one preferential route has been 
identified through Ilkley – with more detail being worked up. There is a preferred 
alignment between Burley and Ilkley with no clear viable alternative. There are more 
challenges with the Ilkley to Addingham route, particularly in relation to the 
Dalesway. A draft report of the preferred routes are expected in November. 

 

2.4 A meeting was held between the Community Development Officer, Leeds City Council 
Cycling and Public Rights of Way Officers with Otley Golf Club in order to clarify the clubs 
position. As a membership club any decisions on the area of land in the ownership of Otley 
Golf Club must be made by the members. The Golf Club have requested further information 
with regards to license agreements and land purchase. This information will be supplied by 
Sustrans. It is hoped that the Golf Club will be in a position to provide their view by the end 
of the calendar year. 

 

3. Legal and Financial implications 

3.1 There are no immediate legal implications arising from this report. 

3.2 A further £3k contribution towards costs has been set aside in the 2017/18 budget and 

will be required when the Phase 2 Detailed Design work is completed. 

 

4. Recommendations 

4.1 Members are asked to note the content of this report and approve the actions taken to 

date. 


