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1. PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 

The purpose of the report is to advise Members on the issues which the Community 

Development (Deputy Executive Officer) has been dealing with in relation to 

Community Development matters. 

 

 

2. COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT OFFICER’S ACTIVITIES (JULY - SEPTEMBER) 

The CDO, alongside Open Country and Friends of Gallows Hill, has carried out 

maintenance work on the Gallows Hill Nature Area. The next planned works are on 

Tuesday 7th November, Tuesday 5th December and Tuesday 9th January. The CDO has 

also been supporting the Gallows Hill Steering Group in the delivery of the site 

strategy. The CDO also guided the Britain in Bloom judges, alongside the Chair of the 

Friends of Gallows Hill, around the Gallows Hill site, informing them of future plans 

and current works. 

The CDO has attended meetings, alongside councillors, SUSTRANS, officers of Leeds 

and Bradford, parish clerks and councillors from Pool-in-Wharfedale, Menston and 

Burley-in-Wharfedale with regards to progressing the Wharfedale Greenway 

project. The CDO attended a walkabout of potential routes from Otley to Pool-in-

Wharfedale as part of the Phase 2 Detailed Design commission being undertaken by 

Sustrans. 

The CDO has been working alongside Cllr Mick Bradley on the production and 

distribution of the Otley Safer Cycling leaflet and the advertising of social rides using 

these routes. 

The CDO has been working with the Chair of Trade and Tourism to support the 

implementation of the Otley Tourism Strategy, including liaison with the appointed 

marketing agency, attendance at Town Coordination meetings and research into 

new visitor signage. 



The CDO arranged a meeting between the Leeds Conservation Officer, Otley 

Conservation Taskforce and Soul Architects on the conservation requirements and 

process required to undertake the restoration of the Bramhope Tunnel Memorial 

(Navvies Monument).  The CDO has made initial contact with the Heritage Lottery 

Fund with regards to funding requirements. 

The CDO has continued to work closely with the Executive Officer to progress the 

statutory regulation 14 consultation of the Otley Neighbourhood Plan. 

The CDO organised the allotments walk as part of the Otley Walking Festival, led this 

year by Steve Smith and Tom Shortall. The CDO led an allotments walk on behalf of 

the Otley Walking for Health group. 

The CDO, alongside the Executive Officer and Town Mayor, has been working on the 

planning of the Christmas Lights switch-on event to be held on Monday 27th 

November, 2017. 

The CDO has attended face-to-face meetings with the following people: Steve 

Manthorp (new Manager of Otley Courthouse); Margery Goulden (Otley Walkers are 

Welcome); and Steve Fairholme (Otley Folk Festival).    

The CDO has worked with the editorial committee to produce the September 

(No.81) edition of Otley Matters. The CDO attended the reading of Otley Matters for 

Talking Newspapers. 

The CDO, alongside the Executive Officer, attended the Society of Local Council 

Clerks Regional Conference held in Tankersley. 

 

3. LEGAL ASPECTS AND FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

The Council is empowered to provide information concerning the services and 
facilities available in the area provided by Otley Town Council, other public 
authorities or charities and other voluntary organisations under S142 (1) Local 
Government Act 1972 and may appoint other such Council staff as it deems 
necessary under S112 of the same Act. 

There are no financial applications to this report. 

 

4. SUSTAINABILITY 

The Community Development Officer’s role is to develop and involve the community 

so that they work more closely together which is sound and compliant with the 

Aalborg Charter. 

 

5. RECOMMENDATIONS 

It is recommended that the Committee note the contents of this report. 


