
Council Year 2011/12. Policy & Resources 23
rd

 January 2012 

c:\users\public\documents\committees 2011-2012\policy & resources\2012-01-23rd\p&r 

minutes 23rd jan 2012.doc 

123 

Otley Town Council 
 

 

Meeting:  Policy & Resources 
 
Date:   23rd January 2012 
 
Venue:  St. Joseph’s Primary School, Otley 
  
Committee  Cllr J Eveleigh (Chair) 
Members Cllrs N Gill, C Morris, L Atkin, P Gill, K Cooney, 
Present  A Kelly, N Birch, M Evans, R Gill, N Francis, 
   B Patton, S Lay, Dr P Spencer, P Bye, M Vickers, 
   C A Campbell, J Spencer, L Bradley 
 
In Attendance: Mr I Plumtree (Town Clerk) 
   Mrs E Bradley (Admin Officer) 
     
Apologies: There were no apologies 
 
 
Members of the public 
 
Mr Ben Wood, 57 Bondgate, Otley said he wished to speak about his  
concerns on the Welfare Reform Bill and how it would affect residents in 
Otley -  their futures, living standards and livelihoods.  He said that he was 
concerned that the goalposts for the Disability Living Allowance had 
radically changed and the debate had shifted from improving access to 
limiting access.  He said he wished to emphasize the importance of the 
current Disability Living Allowance system – it provided support and was a 
gateway benefit. If you were a recipient you were known to have needs and 
you could also access other benefits. The Government had not spelt out 
how the new benefit would provide this access.  He said he believed the 
current system could be maintained with moderate reforms and safeguards. 
He said that Otley should consider a local campaign to highlight local 
concerns and reflect on contingency plans where appropriate to support 
people adversely affected by these changes. 
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Resolved:  that this matter be referred to the Community 
Development Committee for consideration 

 
 
203.  Declarations of Interest 
 
No declarations of interest, whether personal or prejudicial, were received. 
 
 
204.  Approval of Minutes 
 
Resolved: the minutes of the Policy & Resources 

Committee meeting of 9th January 2012 were 
approved for accuracy and signed by the Chair 

 
 

205.  Accounts for Payment 
 
The Accounts Paid are attached. 
 
Resolved:   that the Accounts Paid be approved 

 
 

206.  Budget 
 
Councillor Morris proposed the budget for 2012/13. 
 
 
Councillor J Spencer proposed an amendment to the budget, that £7k be 
added for the Town Centre Manager role and that the Neighbourhood 
Plan budget be reduced to £13k 
 
This amendment was not carried. 
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Resolved: 1. that the budget be approved and that the 
precept for 2012/13 of £276,425 be 
recommended to the Full Council Committee for 
approval 

 2. that Council initiates a review of suitable 
properties for the Town Council offices for 
potential relocation if appropriate 

 
 

207.  Neighbourhood Plans  
 
Resolved: that Otley Town Council determines to produce a 

Neighbourhood Plan in collaboration with a 
range of key stakeholders and the community.  
The Town Council will establish a series of events 
to ensure that participation is a corner stone to 
the development of a Neighbourhood Plan.  The 
Town Council intends to raise awareness of the 
programme through the new Otley Town Council 
website, Otley Matters, Wharfedale Observer 
and other community platforms.  The Town 
Council looks forward to working with and 
alongside interested parties in this critical aspect 
of Otley life and to that end the Town Council  
will be setting up a meeting in early February to 
establish drawing up a protocol on how the 
Neighbourhood Plan for Otley is to be 
progressed.  The programme will be led by Otley 
Town Council and will be managed by the 
Planning & Development Committee 

 
 

208.  Participatory Budgeting 
 
Resolved: 1. to set up a pilot scheme for Participatory 

Budgeting and that the sponsorship grant 
provision will be the fund used for the 
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Participatory Budgeting and the Community 
Development Committee are authorised to 
expend that provision on the basis of the 
outcome of the Participatory Budgeting 

 2. that the Community Development Committee 
set up the pilot scheme, and establish voting 
procedures 

 
 
209.  Ballina 
 
Resolved: to look at establishing a friendship link and make 

contact with Ballina Town Council 
 
 
The meeting adjourned at 7.35pm to allow the Full Council meeting to 
take place. 
 
 
210.  Gallows Hill Development and Maintenance  
 
 
Resolved: 1. to approve the plans for the Gallows Hill ponds 

habitat project submitted by Groundworks Leeds 
and to authorise the Chair of the Environment & 
Sustainability Committee and the Town Clerk to 
progress those plans 

 2. that the Town Council appoints Groundworks 
Leeds to act as its consultants and agents in 
forwarding the design, raising grant applications 
and applying for planning consent and all other 
statutory requirements 

 3. that the Town Clerk is authorised to apply for 
necessary planning consents and related 
statutory consents, permissions, requirements 
and others as may be necessary to bring the 
project to a conclusion 
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 4. that each Town Mayor may plant a specimen 
tree in a determined area at Gallows Hill   

 
211.  Fire Station Otley 
 
Resolved:  1. that the decision to close Otley Fire Station 

and the merging of the Rawdon and Otley 
stations into Menston be noted 

 2. to ask a representative of the Fire Authority to 
attend future meetings of Council to provide 
updates 

 
 
212.  Council Property 
 
Resolved: that under the Public Bodies (Admission to 

Meetings) Act 1960 (as extended by s.100 of the 
Local Government Act 1972), the public and 
accredited representatives of newspapers be 
excluded from the meeting for the following item 
of business on the grounds that it involves the 
likely disclosure of exempt information as 
defined in Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Local 
Government Act 1972 by virtue of the paragraph 
specified against the item 

 
Chair thanked Councillor Campbell and the Town Clerk for the work they 
had put into this matter.  
 
The Town Clerk reported that the court action had been successful and that 
the trespasser concerned was required by the court order to remove his 
property from the Council land, failing which he would be in contempt of 
court and the Council would apply for enforcement from the court.  The 
deadline for the property to be removed is 27th January 2012. 
 
 

     Chair …………………………………………… 
 


