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Introduction 
 

Otley is a market town within the City of Leeds metropolitan borough. It lies 10 miles north-west of 

Leeds, 10 miles north-east of Bradford, 28 miles south-west of York. . The town lies in lower 

Wharfedale at a bridging point of the River Wharfe where there is a seven arched bridge and is 

surrounded by arable farmland. The south side of the valley is dominated by a gritstone 

escarpment overlooking Otley called The Chevin. To the east and west of Otley are flooded gravel 

pits, where sand and gravel have been extracted in the 20th century. The gravel pits to the east at 

Knotford Nook are a noted bird watching site. Those to the west are devoted to angling and 

sailing. 

The town is an historic settlement with documented history for the market beginning in 1222 when 

King Henry III granted the first Royal Charter. The town had two cattle markets, Wharfedale 

Farmers' Auction Mart on East Chevin Road and the Bridge End Auction Mart which has closed 

and was subsequently demolished. Today there are thriving market days on Tuesday, Friday and 

Saturday, and there is a Farmers' Market on the last Sunday of every month. 

Much of the town is designated as a conservation area with numerous listed buildings. 

Objective 
 

The development of a Neighbourhood Plan for Otley is being facilitated by Otley Town Council 
with help from volunteers across the community. The Town Council believes that this is a real 
opportunity for the community to have some ownership on future planning policy for the parish. 

Through the creation of the Plan, local people will have the opportunity to help shape future 
policies for land use and the scale of development; such as where new homes, shops, offices, 
employment sites should be built and what they should look like. 

The Neighbourhood Plan for Otley will cover the parish of Otley and two areas out with the parish 
as identified on the map overleaf. Land adjacent the Throstle Nest Estate (part of Mid Wharfedale 
Parish Council ) and land at the Riverside Estate (part of Lower Washburn Parish Council) 
although out of Otley parish boundary are considered to be part of the town and therefore 
included.  Subject to passing the formal tests, a local referendum and examination, the 
Neighbourhood Plan will become part of the local planning framework. 

Statement explaining why this area is considered appropriate to be 

designated as a neighbourhood area; 
 

The parish of Otley is considered appropriate to be designated as a neighbourhood area for the 

following reasons: 

• The Otley Neighbourhood Plan is being developed to deliver the local communities 

ambitions and needs; 

• The Plan will provide a vehicle to guide, promote and enable balanced and sustainable 

change and growth within the designated area; 



• Formal designation would secure work already undertaken as a “front runner” designated 

by Government; 

• The Plan will aim to preserve the character of Otley and its parish as an attractive market 

town area; 

• It will enable the retention of Otley as a distinct community protecting the natural and 

physical heritage and townscape; 

• The plan will aim to facilitate the needs of residents in the areas of housing, employment, 

education, health, leisure, recreation, sport and transport and ensure a flourishing 

commercial, retail business and economic environment. 

Statement that the organisation or body making the area application is a 

relevant body for the purposes of section 61G of the 1990 Act. 
 

In accordance with Section 61G of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990, the body making the 

application to designate Otley as a neighbourhood area is a parish council (Otley Town Council) 

established in pursuance of the Local Government Act 1972. 

Map of Neighbourhood Area Boundary 
 

 


