
CIVIC & COMMUNITY 

Otley Civic Centre 

Built in 1871 and was formerly the Mechanics Institute.  The second part of the building, the 

museum, was constructed in 1895.  The building is Grade II listed. 

When open and functioning as Otley’s Civic Centre, its facilities included Otley Museum, a lecture 

hall, snooker room, stage, large hall, six offices and a basement, with parking bays outside. 

The facility was the main base of Otley Town Council.  Park Lane College also used the building for 

courses such as an art club. Numerous community sessions such as flower arranging, yoga, keep fit, 

kung fu and community forums also took place at the facility. 

The civic centre building has now been closed for over ten years while owners LCC decide on its 

future. 

The Buttercross 

The Buttercross is located at the north east corner of the Market Square and comprises a group of 

three solid wooden benches protected by a roof, so called because it used to be the corner occupied 

by butter traders.   

It is used today primarily as a public seating area but on weekends half of the area is available for 

hire, free of charge, to all charitable organisations and community groups. 

In 2016 The Buttercross was booked on 69 separate occasions by over 50 different community 

groups for a variety of stalls, displays, exhibitions and consultations. 

In 2017 to date it has been booked by 36 different community groups. 

Otley Library and One Stop Centre  

Here you can borrow books, join a readers group, use the computers, read newspapers, enrol on IT 

learning sessions and bring your children to Storytime. 

You can also claim Housing Benefit, enquire about Council Tax, Social Care, report housing repairs 

and apply for a blue badge.  Welfare Rights and Money Buddies also hold surgeries here.  We have 

self- serve computers and freephones where you can access other council services to report street 

lighting, roads, wheelie bins and order bulky waste collections. 

There is a vacancy board where you can look for jobs, apprenticeships and training opportunities. 

Our dedicated trained staff are always on hand to greet you and guide you to the right service and if 

you need support. 

We work with the community and schools and hold regular coffee & cake mornings, craft events and 

Timanyane Days. We have 400 visitors a day. 

The Core 

Otley Core is located in the heart of the town centre, opposite the Bus Station, in the Orchard Gate 
shopping centre and is the base for the Town Council. The team try to provide the answer to any 
questions asked or direct residents to the appropriate service provider. 



The Core holds leaflets on a wide range of subjects including bus timetables, visitor attractions and 
information on upcoming events and community activities. You can also view planning applications 
that are being considered by Otley Town Council. 

The Core is a modern building and there are rooms available for hire with capacity for up to 50 
people and a smaller meeting room suitable for meetings of up to 5 people. 

The main display area on the ground floor is regularly used by local community groups for displays, 
fund raising events and awareness raising events.  

Twice a week, the Core hosts the police and residents are able to discuss any local policing issues in 
confidence. 

Every alternate Thursday a Work Club is run by local volunteers. 

Otley Museum has a display cabinet on view within the Core which they update throughout the 
year. 

 

EDUCATIONAL 

Prince Henry’s Grammar School 
A thriving and successful comprehensive school, Prince Henry’s is attended by over 1500 students. 
The school is part of the local community and joins in with many local initiatives. Many of the 
students volunteer in the community, a fact which has been built on by initiatives such as the 
Timanyane Volunteering Day and the Sixth Form Enrichment Volunteering programme. In the 
evenings, the school runs a popular programme of Community Education classes, which over 700 
local people attend, choosing between 9 languages and a varied programme of hobbies, interests 
and wellbeing courses. The school is heavily used by local sports clubs for regular training and by the 
community at large for events of various kinds. 

Ashfield Primary School 

http://www.ashfieldprimary.co.uk/ 

St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School 

https://www.stjosephsotley.org/ 

Westgate Primary School 

http://www.westgateprimary.co.uk/website 

All Saints C of E Primary School 

http://www.otleyallsaints.schooljotter2.com/ 
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HEALTH 

Wharfedale Hospital 

 

http://www.nhs.uk/services/hospitals/overview/defaultview.aspx?id=919 

 

Bridge Street Dental Practice 

Bridge Street Dental Practice is a long established practice which looks after the dental health of a 

full cross section of the community. We have a ground floor surgery and are consequently able to 

treat patients who find climbing stairs difficult or impossible. Parking is readily accessed behind the 

practice and many patients walk to see us. I feel we are ideally placed near the centre of town whilst 

not impacting retail space. 

Bridge Street Surgery 

http://www.chevinmedicalpractice.com/ 

Charles Street Surgery 

http://www.chevinmedicalpractice.com/ 

Westgate Surgery 

http://www.westgatesurgery.com/contact/ 

Manor Square Dental 

http://manorsquaredental.co.uk/ 

Otley Dental Centre 

http://www.otleydentalcentre.co.uk/ 

One Dental 

http://www.onedentalotley.co.uk/ 

St Johns Ambulance 

Information pending 

 

YOUNG PEOPLE 

2nd Otley Scout Group Headquarters 

The 2nd Otley Scout Group headquarters is in Craven Street. Originally a Mission Hall, it was built 

about 1908.  

During the 1940s it was used for school dinners and community events such as whist drives – and at 

least one wedding reception. Later LCC used it as a depot and it had a period of decline. 

In 1986 it became the headquarters of 2nd Otley Scout Group and was updated. It was in constant 

use by the Scouts and some community events. 

In 2011 after a fundraising campaign the Scout Group opened an extended and modernised building. 

It is now well used by the local community. 

http://www.nhs.uk/services/hospitals/overview/defaultview.aspx?id=919
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The Scout Group has meetings at least 4 nights a week. (approx 100 people). 

Other users include: A daily before and after child care organisation. (20+ per day). A Church on 

Sundays. (30). A weekly toddler group. (15). 

 

Otley Children Centre (Cross Green) 

Is able to lease and take sessional lettings at Cross Green Community Centre and this enables us and 

our partnerships to deliver our full service remit with the facilities and environment that meets the 

needs of the local community. As the Community Centre is located in the centre of the town it can 

be accessed easily from all parts of our reach area by families who reside in Otley, Pool and 

Bramhope.  

With the range of rooms and facilities we are able to deliver family support, health services and 

Children Centre services to support families with children under 5.  

In addition we are also able to have partnerships deliver services e.g. Midwives, Health Visiting, 

Adult Education and Counselling. As the Centre is central it is easily accessed by families and has a 

pram park and also car parking which is essential for families with young children and babies.  They 

also meet and make friendships with other families at the same time and develops community 

cohesion. At the same time families build up a relationship with staff and are more confident to 

access additional targeted services should they need them at any point. Families who are more 

vulnerable and require specific targeted services e.g. on Child Protection, Early Help Plans,  

Additional needs etc  are able to access services in one location at the Children Centre which 

supports engagement and better outcomes for children. 

Our quarterly engagement (3 month period) with individual families averages at 176. 

 

The Little Green Frog Day Care Nursery 

http://www.thelittlegreenfrog.co.uk/ 

 

Weston Lane Youth Centre 

Purpose built in the 1970s, the Youth Centre is located within the former grounds of Weston Lane 

School.  Used previously as both a Youth Club and Nursery School. 

Facilities include a main activity hall, a smaller hall/lounge area, office and kitchen. 

A regular pre-school was held at the facility as well as a baby massage clinic, youth groups and 

activities for elderly people. 

The centre is currently closed while owners LCC decide on its future. 

Otley Cadet Centre, Myers Croft 

Information pending. 

Burras Lane Scout Hut 

Information pending 

 

http://www.thelittlegreenfrog.co.uk/


OLDER PEOPLE 

Otley Old People’s Welfare Centre 

The old people's welfare building has frontage to Crossgate and Mercury Row with an enclosed yard 
to the rear.  
 
The ground floor of both buildings is accessed from the Crossgate entrance and comprises of a 
cafe/community area with serving hatch to a large kitchen. There is further storage/community 
space fronting Mercury Row which is accessed through by-fold doors from the cafe area. The space 
is used by various community groups with the principal users being Otley over sixties club and Otley 
Action for Older People.  
 
 A staircase leads to the first floor of the Crossgate frontage only, and comprises of a small room 
which is used by the Otley BID manager and a three room office suite which is currently unoccupied.  
 
The entrance on Mercury Row has a staircase to the first floor of the Mercury Row frontage only, 

and this comprises of a store room, office and meeting room. The space is currently used by Otley 

Town Partnership (OTP), Otley Bid and Otley Camera Club with occasional use by other community 

groups. 

Tealbeck House 

http://www.anchor.org.uk/our-properties/teal-beck-house-

otley?_$ja=tsid:91710|cid:264119868|agid:4173305789|tid:kwd-

25523601481|prd:{ProductId}|crid:81844906092542|nw:search|dvc:c|st:teal%20beck%20house%2

0otley|mt:be 

Adlington House 

http://adlington.co.uk/locations/otley-leeds/ 

Spring Gardens Care Home 

https://www.carehome.co.uk/carehome.cfm/searchazref/10004009SPRD 

 

RELIGIOUS 

Bridge United Reform Church  
The demise of the Civic Centre some years ago now puts considerable pressure on the Bridge Church 
to make facilities available for public use. This has certainly happened to the extent that no less than 
ten organisations, as well as the Church-based groups, regularly use the halls and smaller rooms for 
their various activities. These range from an art class to public speaking as well as various forms of 
physical exercise such as Yoga and Pilates. For several years the main hall has been filled to capacity 
on Thursday and Friday mornings with parents, and sometimes grandparents as well as child 
minders, watching their small children enjoying playing together for the best part of two hours. 
 
The Church itself organises a Food and Friends event monthly, which is open to all, when elderly 
people meet for lunch and entertainment. There are also plans to open a dementia cafe within the 
next few months. 
 
The Town Council hires the main hall for its annual meeting and Mayor-making ceremony and the 
smaller hall is used as a polling station at election times. 
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Otley Methodist Church 

Otley Methodist Church and its ancillary premises provide for the work and worshipping life of Otley 

Methodist Church.  But, the premises are available for the wider community to hire and use at very 

reasonable rates.  A wide variety of groups currently use the premises including The Chippendale 

Singers; two yoga classes; Otley Mens and Womens Forum; The Townswomen’s Guild; Otley Action 

for Older People; a morris dancing team and our own uniformed organisations.  We are also one of 

the regular venues for the Otley Folk Festival.  But, we still have rooms to hire, especially during the 

day.  Weekly coffee mornings on a Friday and a Saturday provide space for people to simply chat to 

friends.  It is extremely difficult to say how many people use the premises in an average week, but 

Otley Methodist Church is well used and its social value lies in its worshipping life, its hospitality and 

its openness to accommodate community groups. 

 
 The Salvation Army in Otley  

The Salvation Army in Otley has been serving the town for 135 years.  As a distinctive part of the 

universal Christian Church, our message and lifestyle is based on the distinctive teachings of the 

Bible.  Our small worshipping community meets on a Sunday morning.  We seek to make known the 

good news about God’s love in Jesus Christ expressing this in practical concern and care for the 

needs of people regardless of race, creed, status, colour, sex or age.  Our service to the community 

during the week includes a Saturday coffee morning attended by around 120 people. Our premises 

are used and available for use by other groups.  We distribute our weekly newspapers ‘The ‘War Cry’ 

and ‘Kids Alive’ to people in the Market Place.  We are currently partnering with the new social 

enterprise “All Good Things” community food project to provide a service in the community.                                           

Bethel Church Hall  

It is primarily our place of worship on a Sunday evening (on Sunday mornings we use the Chevin 

Community Centre). We also run a weekly toddler group on a Tuesday afternoon at the hall. We run 

a monthly daytime group for older people. It is used occasionally for midweek Bible study and prayer 

meetings. Plans are in place for an NCT First Aid Course for Parents to be run on the site later in the 

year. In the recent past it has been a centre for youth groups and holiday clubs, and we are hopeful 

that it will be in the future. We have one user at the moment, but with a wide range of activities. In 

terms of social value we provide spiritual and emotional care and support to a wide range of people, 

both inside and outside the church. 
 

Newall Church Hall   
Is used on a regular basis by several community groups. Slimming World (200 members) meets twice 
a week for a total of 8 hours. Dance Attack (26 members) runs dance classes twice a week, for 5 
hours. Yoga classes (12 members) are held fortnightly for one hour. Otley Choral Society rehearses in 
the hall on a Tuesday evening from September to Easter. A church-affiliated ladies group (25 
members) meets once a month for a talk, spiritual reflection and refreshments. The Hall is used as a 
polling station for elections and there are other ad hoc bookings, c. 6 times a year. 

Otley Parish Church 

Open from 9am-5pm Monday to Saturday, is primarily a Place of Worship for its regular 

congregation of c.125, with 2 Sunday morning services, a monthly evening service, weekly mid-week 

Communion, monthly mid-week Little Sheep and quarterly Messy Church. It is also used for civic 

services and special commemorative services such as Remembrance Day and All Souls Day. 



Friday and Saturday cafes are well attended by local people and visitors, averaging c.80 people a 

week. 

Since its refurbishment in 2015, the church is regularly used as a venue by local groups including 

Otley Choral, Otley Brass, The Woolpack, Otley Walking Festival, Otley Folk Festival and Otley 

Camera Club and many other groups have booked large events for the enjoyment of local people. 

The annual Christmas Tree Festival, in partnership with Otley Chamber of Trade, sees c.5000 visitors 

across 4 days, raising money for c.40 local charities. 

Our Lady and All Saints Catholic Church 

http://olasotley.org/ 

Our Lady and All Saints Parish Centre/Clitherow House Social Club 

http://olasotley.org/pcentre.html 

Calvary Otley, Century Buildings, Westgate 

Information pending. 

Otley Spiritualist Church, Newmarket 

The church has approximately 60 members and with a walk in facility to all people. It is open on a 
Tuesday evening, Wednesday afternoon, some Thursday evenings, Saturday evenings and Sunday 
evenings. Tuesday evenings at 7.30pm and Wednesday afternoons at 2.30 are spiritualist healing 
services that are open to the public. Saturday services of mediumship start at 7pm and on Sunday 
the divine service starts at 6.30pm. These services are open to the public. We also have reflexology 
which is available on a Tuesday evening by appointment. We also from time to time run 
development groups, meditation groups, and various workshops throughout the year. 
 
Otley Congregation of Jehovah’s Witnesses Kingdom Hall, Cross Green 

Information pending. 

 

SOCIAL & ENTERTAINMENT 

Otley’s Pubs  

should be regarded as facilities of community value because they further the social interests and 

social wellbeing of the local community in a number of ways. They provide the traditional meeting 

place for residents of all ages to eat, drink and socialise – increasingly so for an aging population, 

with games, music and bingo being added as daytime activities for those who find it difficult to get 

out at night. They promote social cohesion by providing free live music, and quizzes and other social 

events where the community can come together. They support Otley’s many and varied clubs and 

societies by providing free meeting places. They host special events for local charities as well as 

supporting them throughout the year by collecting on the bar. Finally they promote and inspire 

confidence in the town itself by providing a community-wide resource and attraction for residents, 

tourists and casual visitors alike. 

(Source: Otley Pub Club – see www.otleypubclub.co.uk for details of all Otley’s 18 pubs) 

 

http://olasotley.org/
http://olasotley.org/pcentre.html
http://www.otleypubclub.co.uk/


The Falcon Sports and Social Club 

 

http://www.wharfedaleobserver.co.uk/news/4458590.Otley_club_celebrates_centenary/ 

https://www.facebook.com/falconclub 

Otley Courthouse 

http://otleycourthouse.org.uk/ 

Otley Social Club 

http://www.leedssocialclubs.org.uk/otley-social-club/4582332984 

Grove Hill Social Club 

http://www.leedssocialclubs.org.uk/grove-hill-social-club/4582168703 

https://www.facebook.com/grove.hill.9 

 

SPORTS & LEISURE 

Weston Lane Junior Sports & Social Club 
Home to over 80 players, aged between 6 and 16 years of age. We cater for both boys and girls at 
this age. Without this club the majority of players would have no club and probably no constructive 
sport in their lives. We have provided junior football to Otley since 1957. 
 
Otley Cycle Club, Westcroft House 

Has a membership in excess of 450. Whilst the majority of the club's activities take place on the 

roads of Wharfedale and beyond, the club house on Well Croft Lane is a key facility for the club. 

The facility is regularly used for club meetings, before and after ride venue for club events such as 

the Otley Reliability Ride, race organiser's HQ for the Otley Town Races, as well as regular turbo 

training and roller racing training and competition nights. Capacity in the various rooms is 

limited so we have to limit attendance on such nights to 20 max. The facility is also regularly used by 

non-cycle club activities and is available for use by various clubs throughout the town (flower 

arranging and lace making being just two), as well as the permanent presence of the 

the Otley Museum and Ron Kitching library. 

 

Old Otliensians Rugby Club  

Old Otliensians Rugby Club is situated at Chaffers Fields on Pool Road. The club currently runs two 

adult teams and has two full size playing pitches adjacent to each other with a modern clubhouse, a 

kitchen, and changing facilities for up to four teams. 

The club has in excess of 150 members and provides opportunities for players of all abilities to enjoy 

a game of rugby on a Saturday afternoon. Close links with PHGS ensure there are pathways for junior 

rugby players to make the transition into senior rugby.  

Off the field, the club has a vibrant social calendar and is booked throughout the whole of the 

calendar year for parties and social events. The club works hard in the community, providing car 

parking stewards at the annual Otley Show and supporting local causes through the Boxing Day 

charity fundraiser in conjunction with Otley RUFC and PHGS.       

http://www.wharfedaleobserver.co.uk/news/4458590.Otley_club_celebrates_centenary/
https://www.facebook.com/falconclub
http://otleycourthouse.org.uk/
http://www.leedssocialclubs.org.uk/otley-social-club/4582332984
http://www.leedssocialclubs.org.uk/grove-hill-social-club/4582168703
https://www.facebook.com/grove.hill.9


Otley Town Football Club  

T club’s site at the Old Showground, Pool Road has long been a sporting venue for our club.  Otley 

Town have 3 senior football teams and 5 junior teams, all of whom play matches on the ground, and 

train there also.  We have other junior players starting at 6 and 7 years old who train at the club and 

learn the game, whilst building new friendships and confidence through sport.  As well as the facility 

to participate in football and the social and health benefits that this brings, we also have a clubhouse 

that provides a hub for players, parents and supporters to get together and develop new friendships 

in a social setting. 

Otley Squash Club 

Is a voluntary organisation run by its members.  Originally part of the Rugby Club the facilities are 

basic having just two courts and two changing rooms and no other social amenities.  There are over 

100 members of all ages and abilities, and a junior coaching session runs each Friday night in term 

time to introduce youngsters to the game and develop their skills.  There are active mini-leagues for 

internal monthly competition and also four teams who play in the local Harrogate League at a very 

high-level of attainment.  Racketball is also an option for members who prefer it as a sport or 

otherwise find squash too difficult as they get older.  We have members in their 70's and beyond!  It 

is a good sport for aerobic fitness and provides an important social function to the well-being of 

people to whom the sport is an important aspect of their health and leisure time.   

We also help out the Athletics Club. Once or twice a year they use the Squash Club for the Otley 10k 

and sometimes another event for changing facilities and as a 'base' from which the runners 

start/finish.  The ladies also use the changing rooms and showers on a weekly basis having no other 

facilities of their own (the men use the Rugby Club).  This is a long-standing arrangement that has 

been in place for years and years. 

In the past we have also let Prince Henry's Grammar School use the club as part of their sport 

curriculum so that pupils interested in the game could have the opportunity to explore this sport. 

Otley RUFC 

http://www.pitchero.com/clubs/otley 

Otley Sailing Club 

http://www.otley-sailingclub.co.uk/ 

Otley Golf Club 

http://www.otleygolfclub.co.uk/ 

Otley Cricket Club 

http://www.otleycricketclub.co.uk/ 

Wharfemeadows Bowling Club 

Based in part of the former Otley Lido complex, facing west onto the bowling green in 

Wharfemeadows Park. The LCC owned complex is currently the subject of a project by Friends of 

Otley Lido to bring it back into community use, including the reinstatement of an outdoor swimming 

pool facility. The bowling clubhouse remains open and unaffected by the project and the disuse of 

the remaining buildings/space. 

http://www.pitchero.com/clubs/otley
http://www.otley-sailingclub.co.uk/
http://www.otleygolfclub.co.uk/
http://www.otleycricketclub.co.uk/


It has well over 50 members and runs 2 teams in the Airedale and Wharfedale Monday Evening 

League, as well as being open for practice sessions. 

Otley Tennis Club 

http://www.otleytennisclub.co.uk/ 

 

PHGS Sports Changing Rooms (Farnley Road/Dark Lane) 

Information pending. 
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