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1. Purpose of Report 

1.1 To provide members with information about potential solutions to the problem of dog 

fouling around the town.  

 

2. Background 

2.1 Dog fouling is consistently one of the highest sources of complaints by the public. 

Current estimates put the UK dog population at approximately 8.5million, producing over 

1,000 tonnes of faeces every day. 

2.2 As well as being unpleasant, dog fouling is dangerous. All faeces contains bacteria that 

can cause stomach upsets if ingested. However, the greatest risk to public health from dog 

faeces is toxocariasis. Human toxocariasis is potentially a serious infection and is a direct 

consequence of soil or sand contamination with faeces carrying eggs of the parasite. The 

parasite can only infect humans if swallowed. Once swallowed the infection can last 

between six and 24 months. Frequently the infection is through the hands, but can also be 

with the dogs themselves or through inanimate objects such as wheels of toys, soles of 

shoes, etc. Many infected soil samples are found in children’s play areas and in the streets 

and as a result of this, toxocariasis is mainly found in children between 18 months and five 

years. Eye disorders are the most commonly reported complaint associated with 

toxocariasis, although other symptoms are vague aches, dizziness, nausea, asthma and 

epileptic fits. 

2.3 Toxocara eggs are not infectious until they mature, which usually takes at least 2–3 

weeks after they have been deposited by a dog. Dog faeces will only contaminate the soil 

when it has been left on the ground for this period of time, so if owners immediately clean 

up after their dog the threat of toxocariasis would be virtually eradicated. 

2.4 Many dog owners are caring, responsible individuals, however there are still some 

people who do not clean up after their pets. While there has been a reduction in dog fouling 



in recent years, a recent survey carried out by keep Britain Tidy of over 10,000 sites found 

dog foul left in 7% of places. 

2.5 LCC has 3.75 dog wardens to cover the whole district, locality officers are authorised to 

issue tickets to offenders but in reality those resources are spread too thinly and it is highly 

unlikely that Otley would be classed as a priority. The Town Council has to look at practical 

methods that are available and achievable – not impractical ones – for example CCTV had 

been suggested at Gallows Hill. 

3. Solutions 

3.1 Members have already received a presentation from Streetkleen.  

3.2 Urban Terrier are a company that provide  a new, quick, easy, lightweight and 

revolutionary way to contain and carry your dog’s waste hands free whilst out and about. 

Further details can be seen in the attachment. Contact has been made with the company 

and they are prepared to offer a 10% discount on orders of 100+ provided that if they are 

sold by the Town Council at a lower price the discount is made clear. 

3.3 TiksPac offer a dog waste bag distribution solution which can also double up as 

advertising space. These can be placed at selected locations where problems are 

highlighted. These could also be used to display posters (possibly designed by local 

schoolchildren) highlighting the issues associated with fouling. 

3.4 Parish/Town councils can issue fixed penalty notices (FPN) to deal with a number of 

environmental offences including litter and dog fouling. This would involve sending staff on 

approved training courses – either organised by Keep Britain Tidy Network or by LCC. 

Offering FPN offers offenders the opportunity to pay a fine instead of being prosecuted. If 

an offender doesn’t pay the fine, then they should be prosecuted.  The TC does not have the 

resources/skills to do this in house but approaches could be made to LCC to carry out that 

function and retain some of the subsequent fines to cover legal costs with the remainder 

coming to the TC to be spent within the town. It could possibly be a role that the new Town 

Caretaker could carry out.  

 

4. Legal and Financial implications 

4.1 There are no immediate legal or financial implications arising from this report. 

 

5. Recommendations 

5.1 Members are asked to note the content of this report and give guidance on preferred 

ways forward. 


