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1. Purpose of Report 

1.1 To provide members with information on progress made since this matter was discussed 

in committee on 9th January 2017. 

 

2. Background 

2.1 The Wharfedale Greenway Steering Group has met twice since the last Environment & 
Sustainability Committee meeting.  

2.2 On 23rd January the key points arising were: 

• Bradford MBC confirmed their £5k contribution towards Phase 1 Detailed Design and 
Delivery report; 

• Ilkley Parish Council confirmed they will be undertaking a feasibility study to extend 
the greenway from Burley-in-Wharfedale to Ilkley; 

• The Steering Group confirmed that both Ilkley and Addingham would only be invited 
to sign the Memorandum of Understanding on completion of the feasibility study 
and agreement that they are progressing to Detailed Design; 

• Sustrans received comments from members of the Steering Group regarding the first 
draft of the Detailed Design and Delivery Report. A second draft to be re-issued by 
mid-February; 

• Sustrans were requested to provide a proposal for undertaking the Phase 2 Detailed 
Design and Delivery works from Otley to Pool-in-Wharfedale. It is intended to 
commission this work in the 2017-2018 financial year; 

• The Greenway project has received some recent positive publicity with the 
Memorandum of Understanding signing and the decision by Ilkley Parish Council to 
undertake a feasibility study. 

2.3 On 20th March the key points arising were: 

• Sustrans presented the updated Detailed Design and Delivery report to members of 
the Steering Group (report attached); 



• Discussions over future planning applications concluded that one application should 
go to a principal authority when ready. On greenways elsewhere footpaths have 
been created under a General Development Order but planning permission is 
needed on bridges and arches; 

• The Design and Delivery report highlights a number of next steps: Land negotiation 
with private owners; Maintenance agreement in place among partners; Acquisition 
and bidding for funding; Planning Application and Ecology Surveys; 

• The importance of establishing a funding strategy is recognised, members of the 
group are to consider alternative funding opportunities; 

• An inception meeting has taken place between Sustrans, Ilkley and Addingham 
Parish Council’s, with a feasibility report expected in late May/June. 

2.4 On 18th April the Chair and Deputy Chair of the Wharfedale Greenway Steering Group 
met with representatives of the West Yorkshire Combined Authority to discuss the project 
and potential funding opportunities in the future. 

 

3. Legal and Financial implications 

3.1 There are no immediate legal implications arising from this report. 

3.2 The Phase 1 Detailed Design works cost £17,490 (excluding VAT) with a cost to Otley 

Town Council of £1,872.50 following contributions by Partners. 

3.3 A further £3k contribution towards costs has been set aside in the 2017/18 budget and 

will be required when the Phase 2 Detailed Design work is completed. 

 

4. Recommendations 

4.1 Members are asked to note the content of this report and approve the actions taken to 

date. 


