
Plan preparation is well underway, it is anticipated that
a draft plan will be available for residents to comment on
early in the New Year. However before we get to that
stage we would like your views on a number of specific
sites/buildings we would like to include in the plan. Keep
a look out for posters of how to get involved – there will be
drop in sessions in each ward during November & December.

Please come and give your views – it’s your town
and your plan.

www.otleytowncouncil.gov.uk
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YOUR 
COMMUNITY
NEEDS YOU

Our wildlife has seen quite a few visitors
this summer at Friends of Gallows Hill
events – some closer than ever before! Our
summer programme allowed people to
experience the delights of the dawn chorus,
spend an evening with bats, foray for fungi
and create bug-hotels. Regular visitors will
have noted the Community Orchard taking
shape and woodland work parties are
planned for the winter.

Of particular note was the small mammal
trapping which allowed members to handle
field voles, shrews, wood-mice and bank
voles captured at Gallows Hill with Yorkshire
Mammal Group. Friends member Shelley
Smith is seen here having a close encounter
with a wood-mouse – both seem remarkably
relaxed! 

The toad population at Gallows Hill Nature Area has inspired our logo and we have recently launched
our website at www.gallowshill.org.uk listing all our forthcoming events and work parties. 

Any enquiries about any of our events, getting involved or becoming a member of the Friends of Gallows
Hill email: gordon.haycock@gallowshill.org.uk

Getting closer to nature at
Gallows Hill Nature Area

It’s the most wonderful time of the year and Otley is the
ideal destination for your Christmas adventure. From
markets and shopping, to festive events and carol concerts,
there are lots of magical things on offer in Otley this
Christmas, with FREE CAR PARKING every December
weekend prior to the big day.

The Christmas festivities commence with the Otley Christmas
Lights switch-on organised by Otley Town Council. This
free event will provide family entertainment to suit all ages,
with on-stage performers, street theatre and fairground
rides that offer a distinctly community feel. Proceedings
start in Market Place on Monday 28th November at
5.30pm, with the festive lights turned on at 7pm followed
by a fireworks display. There will be free car parking on
all town centre car parks from 3pm on the day.

The annual Otley Victorian Fayre organised by the Otley
Town Partnership will be held on Sunday 4th December
from noon until 6pm. This amazing free event started in
1985 and has continued to grow over the years attracting
large crowds. The Fayre is held in Otley town centre
which is fully pedestrianised and everything is within easy
walking distance. Attractions include a wide range of
market stalls and street food, entertainment, local
schools singing carols, traditional fairground rides and
much more. As night falls, a lantern parade, starting at
Otley Courthouse, winds its way around town accompa-
nied by a live band. The lanterns are all hand-made by
local children who will be carrying them in the parade.
Don’t miss this glorious occasion – it is a very special day.

Otley Chamber of Trade will again light up the All Saints
Parish Church for its sixth festive display of over 40 charity
and community group trees. The doors to the four-day

Otley Christmas Tree Festival are open on Wednesday 7th
December from noon until around 6pm and then from
10am until 6pm daily until Saturday 10th December. This
is a free event although on your visit you might wish to drop
a few coins in the bucket of the charity and community
group trees which you like best.

One of Yorkshire’s most renowned and established farmers
markets, the Otley Christmas Farmers Marketwill be held
in Otley Market Place on Sunday 18th December from
9am to 1pm. With the freshest local produce, direct from
the producer and sourced as locally as possible. On the
same day visit the Otley Courthouse Christmas Designer
Craft Fair. All crafts from candles, cards, jewellery, paintings,
woodcraft or knitted items are designed and made by the
stallholders. The craft fair is open from 9.30am until 1pm
with free admission.

There is also a rich variety of Christmas concerts and carols
available at a range of venues including the Churches and
Otley Courthouse. And, come to Otley for Christmas and buy
all your gifts from our famous Tuesday, Friday and Saturday
markets and our fabulous range of independent shops.

We have Christmas all wrapped up, so come and join us
in Otley.

OTLEY AT CHRISTMAS 



For the third year running Yorkshire in Bloom
judges have given Otley a Gold Award and
Category Winner. They commented that 2016
offered the visitors ‘plenty of new things to
see’, including the revival of the Otley Phlox and
the ingenuity of staff at Ellar Ghyll Household
Waste site (pictured). 

Both residents and businesses were
complimented on colourful floral
displays and a clean, tidy town with a
warm welcome. Well managed
allotments, diverse planting, the
Gallows Hill nature reserve with its
improved pathways and seating
areas, snowdrop planting in memory
of World War I soldiers, the wicker
bikers outside the Fire Station and the
dry stone ‘cyclist’ gateway were all

praised, as was the commitment of volunteers
and the hard work and involvement from all
sections of the community, including younger
members. 

Well done Otley. Can we do even better next
year? Watch this space!

BLOOMING BRILLIANT!

Otley RUFC are hosting a
Prince Henry’s Grammar
School Barbarians vs
Otley match at Cross
Green on Boxing Day,
kick off 2pm, with the
support of Otliensians
RUFC. Everyone is welcome
for what should be an
entertaining game on
and off the pitch.

The PHGS Barbarians
side will be coached by
the one and only ex-PHGS
legend Pete Latham,MBE.
Anyone interested in finding out more, or
playing for the PHGS Barbarians, please email
Chris Smith at ce.smith@princehenrys.co.uk

Entry will be £5 on the day (under 18s free
entry), with 50% going towards the Nathan
Cubitt Trust: 

(http://www.nathancubitt-trust.co.uk/) and the
remainder towards new kit and equipment for
the PHGS 1st and 2nd teams.

Follow us on FaceBook 'PHGS Barbarians vs.
Otley' to keep in touch with developments,
especially as we hope to involve some of our
ex-PHGS international players.

The Role
This is a casual role to fill in for holidays and
absence of permanent staff members.  On a
cover basis you will undertake a range of
cleaning activities to a set specification to
ensure that Orchard Gate Public Toilets are
maintained to a high standard.

Orchard Gate Toilets Opening Hours
Orchard Gate toilets are open  in Summer
from 7.30am to 6pm 7 days a week and in
Winter opening hours are Mon, Wed, Thurs
9am to 5pm, Tues, Fri and Sat 7.30am to 6pm
and Sun 10am to 3pm (8am to 4pm Farmer’s
Market Sundays).  

Flexibility will be required to occasionally cover
for members of the team and for extended
opening times for special events.

Benefits
• Full paid training will be given
• Uniform will be provided
• Hourly rate of pay £8.25 
• Holiday pay pro rata to the number 

of hours worked
• In the event of a permanent vacancy 

priority will be given to Casual Washroom
Attendants

Requirements
Whilst experience of commercial cleaning
would be an advantage this is not essential as
full training will be given.

How to Apply
Application forms are available online at 
www.otleytowncouncil.gov.uk or can be requested
via email admin@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk or tel:
01943 466335.

CASUAL WASHROOM ATTENDANT - £8.25 PER HOUR

Boxing Day Barbarians!

The Liberal Club, Wharfe Street School
and the Church Hall, have all been
saved from demolition, through the work
of the Otley Conservation Task Force. We
try to save the built heritage of Otley for
the people of Otley, and these are just a
few of our past successes.

Our latest project is to raise funds for
the restoration of the Grade II listed
Navvies Monument, which has been
damaged by weather and other factors.
It commemorates the men killed building
the Bramhope Tunnel on the Leeds-
Thirsk railway line, and is a replica of the
north portal. 

Originally built in 1849, we now need
to raise approximately £20,000 to
ensure this nationally important monument is restored for future generations to enjoy.
Please send any donations to: c/o: J Raffo, 19 The Whartons, Otley, LS21 2AG, making cheques
payable to Otley Conservation Task Force. We thank you for your support.

Navvies Monument
Restoration Appeal

Fundraising for the restoration of
Otley All Saints church bells is well
under way thanks to many generous
donations and contributions by Otley
people and visitors to the town and
a grant from Otley Town Council. 

Reproduced from an original painting
by local artist and ringer Evelyn
Friend the bell ringers have pro-
duced a Christmas card as part of
the fundraising effort which features
many people you may recognise as
fellow Otley citizens!

The wording inside reads ‘Ding Dong
Merrily’ and the cards sell at 50p per card. They can be purchased from The CORE in Otley and from Otley
Courthouse or by contacting Jenny Liston on 07743330264.

Save the date for the next fundraiser – 28th January 2017 - Burns Night Ceilidh at Otley All Saints Church.
Information about the bells and our fundraising can be found at www.otleybells.uk or Facebook page
Otley Bells.

UPCOMING EVENTS
November
28 Otley Christmas Lights Switch-on

December
4 Otley Victorian Fayre
7-10 Otley Christmas Tree Festival
18 Otley Christmas Farmers Market
18 Otley Courthouse Designer Craft Fair 

26 Chevin Chase 

January
1 New Year’s Day Wharfemeadows Park Swim
29 Otley Farmers Market
29 Otley Courthouse Designer Craft Fair

February
26 Otley Farmers Market
26 Otley Courthouse Designer Craft Fair

* Otley Market Days held every Tuesday, Friday and Saturday.

Ding Dong Merrily!

OTLEY TOWN COUNCIL
COMMUNITY FUND

OTLEY TOWN COUNCIL
COMMUNITY FUND

OTLEY TOWN COUNCIL
COMMUNITY FUND

Otley Choral
Society

Otley Choral Society is delighted to welcome
several new members for this year’s season. A
successful concert in November at St Margaret's
Church in Ilkley was enjoyed by a full audience.
The beautiful sound of Faure’s Requiem and the
Cantique de Jean Racine floated across the
church and complimented the challenging, but
inspiring, Four Sacred Pieces by Verdi.

The Christmas season for the choir starts with a
rousing performance of Handel’s Messiah at
Otley All Saints Parish Church on 3rd December

(a piece loved by this and most Yorkshire choirs).
Tickets are always in high demand and the
audience will be able to enjoy the many familiar
choruses and beautiful solos, all accompanied
by the Yorkshire Chamber Ensemble.

New members are always welcome: any interested
tenor would be especially welcome and treasured!

For further information about the choir visit our
website www.otleychoral.org.uk or our face-
book page #otleychoral.

The Woolpack Music Studios on Bondgate has
a host of music and arts courses and activities
for people of all ages. For young people aged
11-16 there is the Saturday Rock School and
the Ukulele Rock and Pop Band. For adults,
ukulele beginner and improver classes, lessons
in ukulele, clarinet or saxophone and community
groups for anyone to join - the Woolpack
Music Social Club on Wednesday mornings,
Otley Ukulele Orchestra and Otley A Cappella
Choir (Monday and Thursday evenings respectively).

If you’re in a band and fancy recording your
demo CD then we have excellent studio

recording facilities and band rehearsal space.
We also work extensively with schools on
music projects and activities.

On the arts side there are always lots of different
arts and crafts courses on offer, as well as Saturday
morning arts club. 

If you are interested in learning more or taking
part in any of these activities contact: 
woolpackstudios@outlook.com
or 07956 205151 or visit our website 
www.woolpackstudios.co.uk

SCHOOLS SAFETY PRIZE
An Otley school has emerged victorious from
this year’s annual Road Safety Quiz. Featuring
teams from nine schools the quiz was held at
Otley Methodist Church. Organised by Otley
and District Road Safety Committee and Leeds
City Council’s Road Safety team, the quiz aims
to raise safety awareness. The Whartons Primary
School triumphed, with a team comprising:
Emma Lister, Natalie Bowman, Leah Hinton,

Aimee Stutt and Evan Tallontire. Evan was also
the recipient of the Audrey Cartwright Memorial
Trophy for achieving the highest score.

The committee thank our sponsors Otley Town
Council, Waitrose and the WNW area committee.



Otley Parish Scouts &
Guides Christmas Post

Service

Otley schoolchildren
speak to astronaut

The Otley Parish Church Scouts and Guides Parents’ Association
is running its Christmas Card delivery service for Otley for the
twenty seventh year. Last year they delivered over 10,000 cards.
They are hoping to exceed that number this year.

Income from this service helps with the yearly running costs on
the Scouts Burras Lane headquarters.

Stamps are priced at a budget beating 25p, with stamps going
on sale on 28th November and post collection and deliveries
starting from the 29th November.

More shops and local businesses are supporting the service and
new outlets will be announced soon.

Please remember that the service is for the town of Otley only.
Also, please be sure not to post cards with Scout/Guide stamps
on in the general post boxes.

Please look out for further details on outlets and the last
day for posting in the local press and posters.  Some of the
outlets this year include: 

AGE UK - Boroughgate
ARTEMIS - Westgate
ASDA - Cross Green (Post collection only)
BONDGATE BAKERY – Bondgate
CHEVIN TREK - Gay Lane
CHEVIN HEALTH FOOD STORES - Boroughgate
COTTAGE STORES - Newall Carr Road
COUNTRY MARKETS - Gay Lane
DODGSHONS - Manor Square
DOORSTEP SOLUTIONS - Crossgate
LIONS BOOKSHOP - Mercury Row
LLOYDS CHEMIST - Kirkgate
LONDIS - Weston Lane
PATELS - Weston Drive
PETWISE - Orchard Gate
OTLEY CORE – Orchard Gate
OTLEY GOLF CLUB - West Busk Lane
TEALBEACK HOUSE - Tealbeck Approach
WAITROSE - Burras Lane  (Post collection only)
WESTBOURNE CONVENIENCE STORES - Bradford Road
WRENBECK STORES - Wrenbeck Drive

Town Bellman - What a year!
As well as attending my Civic Duties in the
Town, I have competed in eight Town Crier
Competitions this year, achieving four first
places in Halifax, Huddersfield, Knaresborough
and Barnoldswick and four second places in
Biddulph (the 2016 British Town Crier
Championship), Middlewich, Lichfield and
Hattem in the Netherlands.

In September, I was honoured to be invited
to represent the UK in an International
Competition in the Netherlands and
achieved second place. In April last year, in
competition in Bermuda, for a time I was
ranked sixth in the world.

Proclamations are judged on Volume and
Clarity, Diction and Inflection, and Accuracy,
and we typically deliver two proclamations
at each competition.

The first, your Home Cry extols the virtues
of your town, and the second is a Subject
Cry in which you have to write a proclamation
based on a subject given by the organisers.

I’ve had a brilliant year so far representing
Otley all over the country and in Europe.
Plus, I’ve been lucky enough to be invited
back to Bermuda and the Netherlands as well
as South Australia and Nova Scotia next year.

Appeal for Volunteers

Saturday 10th December 2pm 
The Lost Present: A Christmas Adventure
Topsy Turvy Theatre, the company who brought you ‘A Christ-
mas is Cancelled…Katie Saves the Day’ are back with a new
show ‘The Lost Present: A Christmas Adventure’. Using hand-
made puppets, original music and delightful storytelling, The
Lost Present is an enchanting tale about true friendship.  The
perfect gift for Christmas.
Tickets £6 children/ £8 for adults

Saturday 17th December 8pm - Koshka
These classically trained musicians play Wild Gypsy music.
Koshka’s music includes Eastern-European styles, hot club
numbers reminiscent of Grappelli and Django Reinhardt and
wildfire gypsy string tunes.  The result is simply dazzling.

Tickets £12.50/£11 in advance  - £13.50 /£12 on the door 

Saturday 14th January 8pm
Paul Lamb and the King Snakes
Paul Lamb is a British blues harmonica player who was re-
cently introduced into the British Blues Awards Hall of Fame.
Over a four-decade long career Paul has played with many of
the greats including the Who and Rod Stewart. Paul appears
at the Courthouse with his band the King Snakes who have
frequently won the award of Best Band at the British Blues
Connection awards.  
Tickets £12

Friday  27th January 8pm
Lindsay Lou & The Flatbellys
Lindsay Lou & The Flatbellys’ bluegrass sound embodies the
spirit of a late night pickin’ session as it draws on everything
from soul to blues, a bit of jazz and even traces of techno. Pas-
sionate and exhilarating live performances have earnt them
fans across the USA and Europe
Tickets £13

Friday 3rd February 8pm
Joe Stilgoe: Songs on Film
Joe Stilgoe is a chart topping swing and jazz musician. He has
featured as a soloist with orchestras including BBC Concert
Orchestra and the Royal Liverpool Philharmonic. Joe and his
band perform songs written for and inspired by some of the
greatest films of the last century, from Hollywood’s golden
age to classic films of the 80s.
Tickets £12/10 in advance/ £13/11 on the door

Saturday 11th February 8pm
Keith James: The Songs of Leonard Cohen
Keith James has a lifetime reputation of performing the songs
of Leonard Cohen stripped back and as they were meant to
be heard. The result is a concert of the most amazing material
performed in the most intimate and sensitive way imaginable.
Alongside Cohen’s classic songs: Famous Blue Raincoat, Sis-
ters of Mercy, Suzzane and Hallelujah, James performs poems
by Cohens greatest influence Frederico Garcia Lorca. 
Tickets £12

Tickets for these and all other Otley Courthouse events can be
booked by popping into the Courthouse, calling the box office on
01943 467466, or by visiting www.otleycourthouse.org.uk

BUSY DECEMBER FOR OTLEY  
BRASS BAND

Are you caring and friendly with good communication skills?
Could you spare a couple of hours a week to volunteer for a
social group for blind and partially sighted adults in Otley?

Leeds Vision Consortium provides services funded by Leeds City
Council to help support blind and partially sighted people in
Leeds. Leeds Vision Consortium is delivered by the national
charity Action for Blind People which is part of the RNIB group.
The social groups we run help to stop social isolation and en-
courage friendship and peer support.  By giving just a little of
your time you could make a big difference to people’s lives.
Our small friendly group of eight members meets on Tuesdays
between 12-2.00pm at Cross Green Community Centre in
Otley.  Volunteer duties include: making a sandwich lunch, serving

refreshments, calling bingo and acting as a sighted guide when
required. 

We are also looking for befrienders in the area to work one to
one with blind and partially sighted people to provide support
and companionship, carry out small tasks or help to get out and
about.

For both roles you will be provided with training, expenses, su-
pervision and given regular on-going support.

If you are interested or would like to know more, please ring
Nicole Zepmeisel or Lindsey Wilson at Leeds Vision Consortium
on 0113 3862888 or 
email nicole.zepmeisel@actionforblindpeople.org.uk

Four Year old Esme Thorpe and the children of Ashfield Primary
School speaking live to Tim Peake on the ISS   
Credit: Welcome to Yorkshire

On 5th May children from Ashfield Primary School in Otley were
the first in Yorkshire to speak live with British astronaut Tim Peake
on the International Space Station, after winning a competition
held by the Amateur Radio competition collaboration between
the UK Space Agency, the Radio Society of Great Britain and the
European Space Agency.

Following the success of this event, Ashfield have gone on to
apply successfully for a place at the Principia Schools Conference
at York University https://principia.org.uk/schools-conferences/.
Five lucky children made a presentation to a panel of judges
including Tim Peake, celebrating the effect this unique event has
had on the whole school community.

After a busy 2016 with lots of great concerts through-
out the region and even fitting in a tour of Paris, Otley
Brass Band will be seeing out the year on a high.  

The band can be found playing at Christmas markets,
the turning on of the Otley Christmas lights, local
supermarkets and other festive events around
Wharfedale.  

The highlight for the band will be their two Christmas
Concerts.  The first is at Saltaire United Reform Church
on Tuesday 13th December at 7.30pm. This will be fol-
lowed by a concert at Yeadon Town Hall on Friday 16th
December at 7.30pm, their annual sell out concert with
Yeadon Amateur Operatics. Both concerts are very
popular events. 

For ticket details please contact Anne Ridgway on 0797
667 2131



 

In 2016 we were able donate a total of £3,000
to worthy causes.  We are delighted to an-
nounce the following beneficiaries for 2017: 

• Otley Parish Church Bell Restoration 
Appeal – Otley Parish Church bells have 
been ringing over Otley since 1748. The 
bells were replaced in 1782 and again in
1922 since when no significant work has
occurred. There is now need to carry out
refurbishment work on the bells; 

• Otley Skate Park Users Group - 
established in 2015 by local skateboarders
and scooter riders. The user group aims 
to provide improved facilities for riders 
and break down any barriers regarding 
the perception of skateboarders and 
scooter riders among communities; 

• Otley Science Festival – the science 
festival continues to stimulate interest 
and participation in all kinds of science-
related knowledge. It works with all ages
from the under 5s to the retired, attracting
people from far and wide, and providing
opportunities to participate in science 
related activities.  

Our fundraising starts now so please come
and visit our stall at the Victorian Fayre on
Sunday 4th December.

Wharfedale Naturalists winter programme of Tuesday
evening illustrated talks recommences after Christmas
on January 10th at Christchurch, the Grove, Ilkley,
starting at 7.30pm. 

Topics range from the local, such as: Rodley Nature
Reserve; Natural History at Menston Primary School;
Yorkshire Wildlife Society Developments; Pennine
Adders, Reptiles and Amphibians; to the international
with: Russia and the Caucasus Mountains and the
Rocky Mountains of Colorado.

Regular working parties continue at nature reserves
at Otley Wetlands (pictured last winter) with working
parties on the third Saturday and first Thursday of
each month at 9.30am; Ben Rhydding (second
Saturday); Grass Wood (Wednesdays and Saturdays,
dates vary) and Sun Lane (first Sunday and third
Saturday).

To join the Society, membership fees are £12.50
for adults, £5 for full-time students and £1 for
under-eighteens. For details contact the Member-
ship Secretary on 01756-6753614 or at
rlilley1@live.co.uk 

For more information visit the website at
www.wharfedale-nats.org.uk

The Camera Club Exhibition was an opportunity
for members to showcase the best of their
photographs over the past year, and for
members of the public to see the results of
the annual competition.  The photo above,
taken by David Autumns, of a Whitby sunset,
was the overall winner.

Since the beginning of the new Club term in
September members have shown their work
in an Open competition and been able to learn
about fundamental camera and post-production
operations.  The Out and About group has con-
tinued to meet during the summer months,
learning techniques from each other in informal
settings.

For more information about the Club, visit
www.otleycameraclub.co.uk.  We meet on
Thursday evenings at 7.15 pm in the Otley
Town Partnership rooms on Mercury Row.
Photographers of all abilities are welcome.

Otley’s Chamber Choir,
The Chippendale Singers
are pleased to welcome
Alexander Woodrow as its
new Musical Director. Alex
was appointed in June
following the relocation
of Chris Denton, the pre-

vious Musical Director.

Alex is the Director of Music at Bradford
Cathedral and appointed at the age of 25, to
date remains the youngest Cathedral Organist
working within an Anglican Foundation. He
also has the responsibility for the Chamber and
Senior Choirs at Bradford Grammar School.
With the Cathedral Choir at Bradford he has
toured, recorded and broadcast for BBC radio
and television as an organist and conductor.

Having read music as Organ Scholar at
Magdalene College, Cambridge, Alex continued
his postgraduate studies with organ scholar-
ships at Guildford and St Albans Cathedrals
before being appointed to Hexham Abbey as
Assistant Organist in September 2009. Here
he founded a semi-professional consort choir,
Suspirans and was Musical Director of the
Capella Novocastriensis in Newcastle. 

Alex became a Fellow of the Royal College of
Organists at the age of 19, winning first prizes
in all categories.

Plans are now well under way for the 208th
Otley Show to be held on Saturday 20th
May 2017. The Otley Show is thought to be
the oldest one day show in the country,
bringing in over 12,000 visitors to the town.
Show Secretary, Janet Raw is now organising
schedules for the many Cattle, Sheep, Horse,
Poultry, Pigeon, Produce and Handicraft
classes and is actively seeking more sponsors.
If anyone is interested in sponsoring or adver-
tising at the Show, please contact her at
janet.raw@otleyshow.org.uk.

If you are wondering what to get someone for
a different Christmas Present then why not treat 
them to our annual membership for £23.00.
This comes with 3 Tickets, any of which can be     

used for 2 children aged between 5-16 years
old.  The Membership Package also includes Car
Parking plus Membership badges for exclusive
use of the Members Marquee with facilities.  

For more information, please visit: 
www.otleyshow.org.uk

OTLEY SHOW
SATURDAY - 20th May 2017

Our 2016/17 season kicked off with an inspirational
demonstration by Gill Hodgson, entitled ‘Flowers
from the Farm’, Harriet Rycroft showing us ‘Con-
tainers for Winter and Spring’ and Paul Cook on
Harlow Carr. In December we hold our Christmas party.

Wharfedale Gardeners began in 1947, following
the wartime Dig for Victory campaign.  So 2017 is
our 70th Anniversary and we have an exciting
programme planned including members’ open
gardens, an anniversary tea party, garden visits and
our celebrity lecture by Chris Beardshaw.  

We meet on the second Tuesday of the month at
7.30pm in the Otley Methodist Church, where we
cater for all levels of gardeners. Subscriptions are
£14 or £3 for guests, refundable if you join. Information
is available from Thelma on 01132256405 or from our
website. Our 2017 talks are:

January 10th: Vanessa Cook - Foliage is Better                                                     
than Flowers

February 14th: Mark Jackson - Newby Hall

March 14th: AGM followed by Michael Thurlow – 
Organic Vegetable Growing                                                           

April 11th: Chris Beardshaw - 100 Plants that 
Almost Changed the World

May 9th:  Annual Plant Auction

Everyone is welcome at Otley Parish Church this
Christmas where there will be a wide variety of
services to suit different ages and tastes, including:
Sunday 11th December at 4pm

Christmas Tree Carol Service
Sunday 18th December at 10am

Nativity Carol Service led by young people 
& 4pm Carols by Candlelight, with choir, 
traditional carols and readings

Christmas Eve: noon & 4pm
Christingle Service, in aid of the Children’s 
Society

Christmas Eve at 11.30pm
Midnight Service

Christmas Day at 8am
Service of Holy Communion (Book of 
Common Prayer) & 10am Christmas 
Celebration for all ages (including Holy 
Communion)

Saturday 28th January
Ceilidh in aid of the Bell Restoration Appeal

In the New Year we will be offering a chance
to explore together questions of faith and current
issues of concern to us all, so look out for publicity
around the town.  For more information, contact
the church office: 01943 465927
E: info@otleyparishchurch.org
W: www.otleyparishchurch.org
Facebook: parishchurchotley
Twitter: @otleyallsaints

Otley Parish Church

The Bridge Church is buzzing with activities
and a recently formed Growth Group is working
hard on ideas to encourage newcomers to the
town to visit and see what we have to offer.
Engaged couples are obviously happy with us
as four weddings have been booked already
for next year and one for the year after!

Meanwhile, as we approach Christmas, the
Church is busier than ever. The Gift service
will be held on 11th December, Carols by
Candlelight on the evening of December 18th
and the Crib service at 4pm on Christmas Eve.
Anybody and everybody is most welcome to
attend our services as we celebrate Christ's birth.

The Bridge Church has also moved into the
21st century and can now be accessed via
Facebook and Twitter or the website.

Bridge Church

Otley Carnival  
Beneficiaries 2017

In 2015, Otley Action for Older People were
successful in securing funding for a brand new
Peugeot Boxer minibus from the Department
for Transport. Otley Action have now received
confirmation from suppliers that the new bus
will be delivered by the end of the year. This is
great news for the organisation that supports
housebound older people to get out and
about. The new minibus will be put to good
use and will enable the organisation to sup-
port even more older people. The minibus will
also be available for hire to other community
groups once they are affiliated.

Otley Action is now looking for volunteer
minibus drivers to support this new venture.
All potential candidates will receive support and training and will be required to undertake the
MIDAS minibus training. For further information please contact Sue on 01943 463965. 

NEW MINIBUS FOR OTLEY ACTION FOR OLDER PEOPLE

OTLEY TOWN COUNCIL
COMMUNITY FUND

OTLEY CAMERA CLUB
On the 19th
O c t o b e r ,
around 60
Otley resi-
dents both
young and
old, came

together to discuss how we would want our town
to be seen as a place that welcomes all and that
Otley should be a place where everyone feels safe.

Speakers were heard on what is already happening
in Otley. This has included walks and meals for
refugees with some asylum seekers staying with
host families. A refugee told us of the importance
of welcome and power of the collective voice.
We were challenged to look at things from the
perspective of someone born in Germany who for
the first time after Brexit feels their identity has
become defined as an ‘EU migrant’ and questions
of whether to tell people where she was born.

We were inspired by people from Skipton who
are celebrating the first year anniversary of their
initiative that has already improved the lives of
many emotionally and therapeutically.

Round table discussions highlighted the desire
by people to get involved and help Otley use our
natural resources and friendly population to make
a difference.

We have a number of volunteers to become part
of the steering group and have a wider group that
want to be involved in specific events or projects.

It is not too late for you to get involved. 
Register for our updates on: 
otleywelcomes@gmail.com 
or link with our facegroup site at: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/handsupotley

WHARFEDALE 
GARDENERS’ 

GROUP
www.wharfedalegardeners.co.uk
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OTLEY WELCOMES

OTLEY TOWN COUNCIL
COMMUNITY FUND

Wharfedale Naturalists Society

New Musical Director for
Chippendale Singers

On Saturday 16th July, Otley Parish Scouts and
Explorers took on their biggest challenge yet, to
climb the height of Everest. For support we had
four soldiers from the Ghurka Regiment at York,
medical support from Dr Julia Thornley who does
charity work in Nepal, and were joined by local
MP Greg Mulholland. 

Base camp was the Buttercross and Nepalese
prayer flags were erected at Surprise View with a
Temple bell fixed at the summit which was rung
by everyone who climbed the Chevin.

The aim was to climb the height of Everest as
many times as possible and raise money for
"Community Action Nepal" a British-based char-
ity who provide medical assistance in Nepal.

All of the relay participants climbed Otley
Chevin at least once and overall we climbed the
height of Everest four times! We were very well
supported by the Scouts' parents and the
generous support of the people of Otley. 

Thank you to everyone.

Scouts Climb
Everest



JOB CLUB

WHARFEDALE
SPEAKERS CLUB

Did you know there is a Job Club in Otley? It
meets in the Core Resource Centre in Orchard
Gate, on the first and third Thursday of every
month from 10am –noon and the team are looking
for additional volunteers to help with their clients
find work or change their current circumstances. 

The club was set up as a response to those who
are experiencing particularly long term unem-
ployment but is effective in giving their time to
anyone who is unemployed no matter how long
they have been unemployed. It is a place where
those who are unemployed can talk openly and
confidentially about their needs in looking for
employment. 

The club is run entirely by professional volunteers,
most of whom have worked in industry and business,
the private and public sector as well as the volun-
tary sector. The club offers a wide range of services
such as free access to online job search sites, help
with job applications and CVs and provide advice
on how to prepare for job interviews and provide
information about jobs and training.

If you have skills or experience and would like to
help and could spare four hours a month the
team members would love to hear from you.
Please call 01943 466335 or call into the Otley
Core Resource Centre in Orchard Gate or, if you
would prefer, just come and talk to us on one of
the Thursdays we are open.

Are you interested in building your confidence?
Do you want to improve your work presentations?
Or just looking for a new and satisfying hobby?

Would you like to be able to make a speech at a
birthday party or a wedding? (Here’s the answer!)

A Speakers Club exists in the heart of Otley. It
is long established and successful and its new
president, Michelle Pride, is pleased to welcome
women and men to the fortnightly meetings.

Feel free to go along for two meetings, without
obligation, just to see how they operate. It’s
something you will never regret

Wharfedale Speakers hold their meetings at
The Manor Room in The Bridge Church on the
first and third Wednesdays from September to
June, 7:45pm for 8pm start.

The club welcomes both beginners and improvers.
Please contact Bill on 01943 431383 or Christine
on 01274 560461 for further information on
becoming part of a successful team of individuals.

Wharfedale Speakers Club – where people become
better speakers, better presenters and better
leaders.

Otley Lions celebrated another year of fund raising
and service at their Annual Charter Dinner at
Otley Golf Club, where Lion Stephen Bellerby
was awarded with the highly prestigious Melvyn
Jones Fellowship for his years of Outstanding
Service by Lion President Gareth Dibble.

The Lions Club held a highly successful Information
Day in Otley where we met many new potential
Lions and met many more people who have
needs and projects which might benefit from
help from Otley Lions. Our friendly Lion Chip
came along and he has now got himself involved
with social media.

Our busiest time of the year is coming up and
we will be visiting local stores and communities
in the run up to Christmas so expect appearances
from Santa and his sleigh.

Otley Lions meet every first and third Monday
at the Horse and Farrier on Bridge Street in Otley.
Contact Jonathan on 01943 461905 for more
details.A truly wonderful season ended in disappointment

when the first team came up three points short
of winning the championship for the third con-
secutive year. The team won the Waddilove Cup
after playing every game away from Cross Green
and also the popular T20 trophy organised by
the Burley Club. The second and third teams had
good seasons also. 

Retirements and youngsters going away to college
will leave some gaps in the playing squad next
season so any budding cricketers of all abilities
will be most welcome.

Several social events have been arranged in the
close season and the clubhouse can be hired for
parties - telephone 07801 203977.

OTLEY
CRICKET
CLUB

An initiative designed to help attract more
coach companies into Otley has now reached
a milestone – the issue of the 100th coach
driver voucher. 

The enterprise, funded by Otley Town Partnership,
Otley Town Council, Otley BID and Otley
Chamber of Trade, enables coach companies
visiting Otley to apply for a £5 voucher which
allows their driver to eat at selected food outlets
within Otley during the visit.

The scheme is now in its second year and is
proving to be very popular.  

Feedback on last year’s visits was extremely
complimentary to the various establishments
which were visited by the drivers.  

Hunters Coaches of Leeds were the company
who received the 100th voucher. They bring
coaches into Otley as part of the Emmerdale
Experience organised by Brit Movie Tours.

Coach Driver
Vouchers

OTLEY LIONS

The planning for the Otley Business Awards 2017
is already underway and it is expected to be another
star-studded event!

In association with the Otley & District Chamber
of Trade & Commerce, the awards ceremony will
be held on the evening of Friday 24th March 2017
at the Otley Courthouse and is a way of celebrating
the fantastic and wide ranging independent busi-
nesses we have in our thriving market town.

We are delighted to have the support of some
great local businesses who have agreed to sponsor
next year’s event. They include:

Main Sponsors
• Otley & District Chamber of Trade & Commerce
• Otley BID 
• Otley Town Council

Category Sponsors
• Aura Jewellery 
• BFE Brays
• Bondgate Bakery
• Courtyard Planters
• Doris Dent Estates
• Hollings Crowe Storr
• Hunters Estate Agents

• Newstead Walker
• Stew & Oyster
• The Yorkshire Marketing Company
• Winpenny Photographers

The Award Categories for this year are as follows:-
• Best Newcomer
• Best Food and Drink
• Best Retail
• Good Service Award
• Best Small Business
• Best Café 
• Community Award
• Best Apprentice/Trainee
• Best Large Business Award
• Best Service Sector
• Lifetime Achievement 

How do you vote for your favourite business? You
may nominate one or more businesses that fall
into any of the above categories. To nominate
your chosen business please complete a Nomination
Form which can either be picked up in Otley busi-
nesses from 1st January 2017 or completed online
at  www.otleychamber.co.uk

The closing date for Nomination Forms to be
submitted is Tuesday 31st January 2017.

SAVE THE DATE!

Otley Film Society's programme continues with
the following films.

8th Dec Tangerines (Estonia) 
22nd Dec The Brand new Testament (Belgium)
12th Jan The Big Short (US)
26th Jan Son of Saul (Hungary) in conjunction 

with Holocaust Memorial Day
9th Feb Rams (Iceland)
23rd FebDheepan (France)

All films start at 7.45 at Otley Courthouse. Tickets
(£4) are available on the door.

As well as the usual programme, OFS will be
showing Balls, Barriers and Bulldozers on 1st De-
cember in conjunction with the Leeds Palestinian
Film Festival, a look at women's football on the
West Bank, followed by a discussion with one of
the team.

The best film ever featuring a bell tower, Vertigo,
will be shown in aid of the Otley Parish Church
Bell Appeal on January 5th.

Both films start at 7.45 with tickets £5 available
from Otley Courthouse or on the door.

In the year which marks the 100th anniversary of
its founding, Bethel Church Otley will be giving
thanks to God for its long-standing presence in
the town and the unchanging nature of its message
of hope.  It will also be experiencing significant
change when Martin Woodier, its pastor for 30 years
hands on the baton to new pastor, Chris Haley.

Many Otley residents will remember Martin from
their school days, as he has consistently taken
assemblies in Otley primary schools and presented

bibles to those leaving for High School.  Martin
has served the church faithfully at both local and
national levels through his contributions to the
Fellowship of Independent Evangelical Churches
(FIEC).  

Martin is leaving the pastorate in order to devote
more time to the care of Kim, his wife, who has
MS.  They will remain in Otley where they have
enjoyed so many happy years and brought up
their three children.

OTLEY FILM SOCIETY

December is a time when most of us are looking
forward to spending enjoyable time with
friends and family…most of us but not all of us.
We support families whose lives have been
turned upside down because of domestic violence
and abuse, some have literally had to flee, leaving
nearly everything they own, to keep themselves
and their children safe.  Christmas is a bleak
prospect for many of them so we try to ensure
they have a few gifts under the tree.   Can you
help us with this?  Can you donate new/un-
used toiletries, small gifts, toys, games or
Christmas food treats to help a family remember
that others really do care about them and
they’re not alone?

Otley Town Council have kindly agreed to be a
‘donation point’ for anything you can spare
and we will ensure your gifts reach people who
need them the most before Christmas Eve.

Thank You and Merry Christmas

Behind Closed Doors, P O Box 275, Leeds, 
LS19 9BN  
Tel: 0113 391 1917
e-mail: info@behind-closed-doors.org.uk
www.behind-closed-doors.org.uk

OTLEY PASTOR LEAVES CHURCH AFTER 30 YEARS

OTLEY TOWN COUNCIL
COMMUNITY FUND

On Saturday 27th August 2016, members of the
Wharfedale Male Voice Choir joined forces with the
Madrigalis Choir from Baildon and the Washburn
Valley Choir, to sing at a Flower Festival in St. Oswalds’s
Parish Church, Leathley in order to raise money for
Epilepsy Action and the Yorkshire Air Ambulance.

The concert was held during the Flower Festival
that was staged by the Yorkshire Flower Club, in-
terpreting the life and times of the Washburn Valley
– “Yorkshire’s Forgotten Dale”.

Despite some very inclement weather during the
course of the evening, the church was packed and
the varied programme of flower themed songs,
that was put together by Choir Director Alistair
Wood, over the course of two hours, was deemed 
a huge success by singers and audience alike.

The evening was filled with a series of enjoyable
themed songs, madrigals and piano music that
reflected the flower filled church, with audience
participation during the final song “Edelweiss”.

The Wharfedale Male Voice Choir Tenors and Basses
were delighted to have received this invitation
from Alistair, as it enabled them to offer a supportive
gesture to him in return for his work with the
Choir over the “Staying in Tune” rehearsals this
summer.

Shaman III.
With cupped hands
he blows three pigeon coos
through his thumbs.
Birds fill the afternoon 
and watch a figure
open allotment gates,
trample rows of leeks,
to embrace a scarecrow
then pull it from the earth.
Loose hens roam the bypass
while he hobbles along
Birdcage Walk holding
a limp masculine shape
under his arm
until a dress wriggling 
on a washing line
is snatched and stretched
over the scarecrow.
Should his limbs buckle
before reaching the Chevin,
Shaman and the straw-stuffed bride
collapse, fingers stinging
caressing nettles
that have become her hair.

*Otley Town Poet Matthew Hedley Stoppard invites
you to contribute to the fourth, and final, instalment
of 'Shaman', by walking 'The Shaman's Trail'. Look for
the Geocaching website online and search for the
code "GC6RP9F" to find out how to take part in a
poetic adventure.

Wharfedale Male
Voice Choir



Otley marked National Poetry Day
by launching an anthology of
poems inspired by the British pub.
Produced by Otley Word Feast
Press in partnership with Otley Pub
Club, ‘Half Moon: Poems about Pubs’was unveiled at the Horse
and Farrier in Otley on National Poetry Day - Thursday, October 6. 

“The anthology is as rich a collection of poetry as you’ll find any-
where – real poetry for real pub lovers!” said Jane Kitsen of Otley
Word Feast Press.

Otley Pub Club Chairman Andy FitzGerald added: "Pubs provide
the quiet sanctuary, or 'beery womb', where prose, polemics or
poetry can be both read and written. We have lost and continue
to lose too many pubs nationwide, but fortunately Otley seems
to be a place where that trend has been bucked." 

Otley’s own Town Poet Matthew Hedley Stoppard and other poets
gave readings on the launch night. 6,000 beer mats with some of
the poems on have been distributed to pubs in Otley.  Details of
the ‘Half Moon: poems about pubs’ can be found at
http://www.owfpress.com/product/half-moon-poems-about-pubs/

Looking to improve your pool fitness or your swimming technique?
Come and visit us on Thursdays, 7pm-8pm for our SwimFit Active ses-
sion. Our qualified swim teachers can give you expert tips and tuition
or you can try one of the many pool fitness programmes on offer. Ring
01943 466852 or email steve.eley@leeds.gov.uk for more details.
Our current timetable is as follows:

AUTISM FIRST

Leeds Directory promotes independence, with users encouraged
to rate tradesmen and care organisations that they have used.
Firms included within the Directory must adhere to a code of
practice and are vetted and checked to ensure that those
using it, receive a reliable, safe and trustworthy service.

Leeds Directory is funded by Leeds City Council and is managed
by Care & Repair Leeds, which is an independent home improve-
ment agency with charitable status providing services to support
independent living for older people as well as disabled adults
and children.

On the Directory can be found thousands of organisations,
including tradespeople such as handypersons and gardeners,
as well as providers of services for wellbeing support and
advocacy. Users can easily locate vetted providers of personal
care, which are marked with a ‘green tick’, as well as tradesmen.

Visit the site at www.leedsdirectory.org or contact the helpline
on 0113 3918333.

Autism First merged with our Shipley site at The Old School on
Wrose Brow Road, Shipley, in October. 

We would like to take this opportunity to express our appreciation
to all the business owners, residents and Otley Town Council
for their kind patience, support and understanding, help and
donations. We have all had a wonderful time in Otley and will be
frequent visitors in the future.

Our members and staff would like to say a special thank you to:
Jason Knowles; Otley Sailing Club; Waitrose, Asda and Sains-
burys; The Fleece Pub; The Pink Teapot; Stephen Smiths Garden
Centre; Otley Library; Wetherspoons, The Black Horse, Rumblin
Tum Café; Uncle Joes and Browns fish and chip shop; and Jane
for all the donations of arts and crafts materials.

OTLEY 
HOSTS

LAUNCH 
OF

POEMS

Swimming Pool

MARTIN HOUSE
Martin House Otley Area Friends would like to wish everyone
a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. A huge thank you
from all the wonderful children and families at Martin House
Children's Hospice, who you have helped through your gen-
erous support this year in all our events.

We are looking forward to another
exciting year in 2017 as Martin
House celebrates its 30th birthday. If
you would like to support Martin
House, either by helping out at an
event, collecting, baking or carrying
out your own fundraiser, please con-
tact Anna 01943 592169 or via
Facebook/ Martin House Otley
Friends.

The Christmas period is obviously a time
when people in Otley will be out shopping
and stocking up on gifts for their family
and friends. Sadly it’s also a time when
criminals are out to do their ‘shopping’
through burglaries and thefts from cars.

We want everyone to have a safe and
enjoyable festive season and to help
people avoid having Christmas ruined
by thieves. Officers from the local
neighbourhood team will be out on patrol in key areas
in the run-up to the big day and our crime team colleagues will
also be working hard to target known offenders.

Where you can help us and help yourself is by paying a bit of extra
attention to your security.

Always leave a light on if it’s going to be dark before you get home
and don’t leave presents or other valuables in your car, even if they
are out of sight.

INSPECTOR BRADY’S 
MESSAGE

New Clubhouse for
Otley Tennis Club

OTLEY TOWN COUNCIL
COMMUNITY FUND

A highly popular publication about Otley’s famous pubs has been
updated and launched because there are more, not fewer, pubs in
the town than there were in 2013 when it was first published.

The Historic Otley Ale Trail guide, published by Otley Pub Club, lists
20 pubs as against 18 three years ago. The publication is free and
distributed through all the town’s pubs and is available on 
www.otleypubclub.co.uk

The official launch at the Black Horse Hotel was attended by the
Mayor of Otley, Councillor Ian Jackson, civic and business leaders,
sponsors and members of Otley Pub Club.

Otley Pub Club chairman, Andy FitzGerald said, “We are delighted
to launch a new Ale Trail guide which includes more pubs than three
years ago. On behalf of the Club and all the town’s pubs I wish to
thank our Otley Town Council, and all our sponsors whose support
has enabled us to publish the updated guide. We believe it is a
valuable addition to the town’s marketing efforts.”

NEW PUB GUIDE

Why not consider giving a gift certificate 
for a dry stone walling training course

for Christmas this year?
The Dry Stone Walling Association run training courses for
beginners. Several courses are held each year, usually in the
Otley area. Dry Stone Walling Association qualified instructors
lead the courses supported by experienced wallers.

These courses are open to anyone - men, women and young
people - from teens to 80+, providing they are reasonably fit. 

The course teaches the basic principles of dry stone walling
which involves taking down a derelict or damaged section of
wall and rebuilding it. Participants work at their own pace, in a
structured but informal atmosphere.

Training courses allow people to try their hand at this ancient
craft as well as contributing to the conservation of our valuable
local dry stone walls.

For further details see www.otleyyorksdalesdswa.org 
Facebook – Otleyyorksdalesdswa

DRY STONE WALLING 
GIFT CERTIFICATES

Work should be finished by mid-December on the construction of
the new Clubhouse at Otley Tennis club. This new community
facility funded in part by the National Lottery and the Yorkshire
Lawn Tennis Association, will be available for hire by local groups
as well as providing an excellent base for Tennis playing and coaching
within Otley. 

Anyone interested in either playing tennis or looking over the
clubhouse as a potential venue for other activities should contact:
Phil Crook on 07730 398576 or see our website – 
www.otleytennisclub.co.uk



I have had numerous en-
gagements over the past
few months and it has
been a pleasure to meet so
many people of all ages.

My engagements have in-
cluded attending the start
of the Le Tour De Grog
cycle ride, where a group
of Otley residents rode
500 miles to Paris in tribute
to the passing of their
friend Carl Hughes and
raised £16,000 for the Yorkshire Air Ambulance.
I was pleased to attend the Otley Vintage Transport
extravaganza as town mayor on this occasion, given I
have been to all but two of these events since it
started as a spectator. I was also fortunate to walk
the proposed Wharfedale Greenway route from Otley
to Burley and hope to do so again when the funding is
in place and the route completed. I was also pleased
to attend the Macmillan Biggest Coffee morning,
where the cakes were delicious, I was partial to the
cream filled brandy snaps!

I have had the pleasure of attending the civic services
in Morley and Ilkley and hosting my own Civic Sunday
event. I also had the pleasure of officially opening the
new Costa Coffee in Otley and attending the opening
of the new showroom for Wharfedale Glass.

As for myself, Otley Camera Club has re-started
following another successful exhibition in Otley Court-
house. I am happy to be getting back together with
club friends for meetings and outings to come.

The run-up to Christmas will be very busy and it gives
me a sense of enormous pride to represent the people
of Otley at future events. Can I wish everyone a Merry
Christmas and a prosperous New Year.

The Town Mayor’s Charities for 2016-2017 are the
NSPCC and Alzheimer’s.

If you would like to invite the Town Mayor to attend
your event please contact the Mayor’s Secretary Tom
Shortall on 01943 466335 or e-mail 
admin@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

The Otley Annual Achievement Award showcases
the work of hardworking individuals within the
town by recognising both a young person and
adult who has achieved something outstanding
– be it academically, musically, sporting or artistic
– overcome some form of adversity or helped to
make a difference in the local community. There
were a number of very worthy nominees for both
awards with the winners announced at the Otley 
Town Council Annual General Meeting in May.

The 2015 Young Persons
Achievement Award was
presented to Chloe Tear
for her contributions to
student life at Prince
Henry’s Grammar School
and outside school for
her charity work and
ambassadorial role for
Cerebral Palsy UK.

The 2015 Adult Achieve-
ment Award was pre-
sented to Mel Metcalfe for
her contributions to local
community activities and
tireless work on behalf of
many local charitable
causes. 

If you know anyone who has achieved something
outstanding or made a significant contribution to
our town during the past year then we would like
to hear from you, by nominating them now for
the 2016 Otley Achievement Award.

This award celebrates achievements made during
the year with the winner recognised with a cash
prize and certificate. To nominate someone
please complete and return the form opposite or
pick up a nomination form from the Otley Core.
The deadline for nominations is Friday 3rd March
2017. 
Please return all nominations to Jason Knowles
or e-mail: community@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk
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TOWN MAYOR’S NEWS

The Otley Core is a donation point for the OtleyFood Bank.  Please help local people in crisis by donating items of food which have a long shelf life.  A shopping list is available at the collection point.We thank you for your support.

OTLEY FOOD BANK

Do you have a job vacancy that you would like to advertise free of charge? A job vacancy display area hasnow been set up at the Otley Core in Orchard Gate.If you would like to advertise your job please emailadmin@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk with your poster
advertising the position. 

Job Advertisements

If you are a voluntary, youth, 
community or charitable

organisation in Otley and would like to advertise an 

upcoming event, please send an A4 poster to

admin@otleytowncouncil.g
ov.uk and we will display 

in the windows of the Otley Core. 

There is also a larger window space available to 

advertise your activities and e
vents – please contact a

member of the Core Liaison team on 01943 466335

for more details and to make a booking.

Advertise your event at Otley Core

Buttercross Charity Stall Hire
The Buttercross in Market Place is available for

 hire, 

free of charge, to all chari
table organisations on 

Fridays and Saturdays. Anyone interested please

contact a member of the Core liaison staff on 

01943 466335 or email

admin@otleytowncouncil.
gov.uk

Police contact point at the Otley Core

every Wednesday (11am - 12am) 
and Friday (2pm - 3pm)

Police
Drop-in

Otley Town Mayor Cllr Ian Jackson is pleased to issue a
call to the townsfolk of Otley to nominate candidates for
Honorary Citizenship.

The Mayor said “Honorary Citizenship is the highest acknowledgement
that the town can give to those who have performed exceptional,
committed service to the community for a period of many years.  The
list of Honorary Citizens is distinguished and only those who have provided
exemplary service achieve such status”.

There is no form to fill in, nominations should be in the form of a
supporting letter and sent to the Executive Officer, Otley Town
Council, Otley Core Resource Centre, Unit 11 Orchard Gate,
Otley, LS21 3NX not later than midday on Friday 10th March 2017.

If there are any queries please contact the Executive Officer at the
above address or by telephone 01943 466335 or email: 
eo@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

HONORARY
CITIZENS

• Individual Achievement Award (child/youth)
– this award is for a young person who has
achieved something outstanding – this may be
academically, musically, sporting or artistic, or
overcome some form of adversity or helped oth-
ers and contributed to their community. The
award is open to anyone aged 18 or under.

• Individual Achievement Award (Adult)
– this award is for an adult who has achieved some-
thing outstanding – this may be academically, mu-
sically, sporting or artistic, in terms of enterprise or
innovation, or overcoming some form of adversity
or helping others. The award is open to anyone
over the age of 18.

Awarding criteria
• Employees of Otley Town Council and Council 
Members may not be nominated;

• Winners from the previous year may not be nominated;

• Otley residents only can nominate an individual for an
award. Those persons nominated need not live in 
Otley but must have given significant service to Otley;

• All nominations will be judged by Full Council;

• The decision reached by Full Council when selecting 
the winners is final and no correspondence will be 
entered into;

• The winners will be invited to attend the Annual 
General Parish Meeting in May to receive their award;

• The winners agree to allow Otley Town Council to use
any photographs taken for future publicity material.

Please state your reasons for nominating on a separate piece of paper. Please highlight achievements and successes, why the nominated
person deserves the award and any other relevant information to help us reach our decision.

All nominations are for achievements and successes between 1 January and 31 December 2016. 

Closing date for nominations is 3rd March 2017
Please return completed nomination forms to: Jason Knowles, Otley Town Council, Unit 11 Orchard Gate, Otley, LS21 3NX

Otley Town Council 
Achievement Awards 2016

Nomination Form

Nominee:

Address:

Telephone:

Individual Achievement Award Child/Youth

Individual Achievement Award Adult

Category (please tick ONE box)

Reasons for nomination

Nominated by:

Address:

Telephone:

Award Descriptions

Otley Achievement Awards

OTLEY TOWN COUNCIL MESSAGE BOARD
ROOMS FOR HIRE

Otley Core Resource Centre has rooms and exhibition

space available for hire. The exhibition space is also

available for use by charitable organisations as an 

indoor venue free of charge.

Should you wish to enquire about any of our facilities

or make a booking, please contact a member of the

Core liaison staff on 01943 466335 or e-mail

admin@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

Community FundGrant Awards
• Otley & District Talking Newspapers – Otley 
Matters recording (awarded £250)

• Otley & District Road Safety Quiz (awarded £500)
• Prince Henry’s Grammar School ‘Battle of the 
Bands’ (awarded £250)

• Churches Together Otley ‘ Everyone is 
Welcome’ meeting (awarded £120)

• Wharfedale Male Voice Choir – 
music equipment (awarded £200)

• Otley & District Dry Stone Wallers Association 
(awarded £750)

• Otley Bridge Church Scout Group – 
St George’s Day parade (awarded £750)

• Otley Carnival 2017 (awarded £500)
• Otley Walking Festival 2017 (awarded £500)
• Otley Courthouse – Autumn Events 2017 
(awarded £750)

• Otley Action for Older People – annual 
Christmas Party (awarded £500)

• Otley Cricket Club – pitch covers (awarded £1,200)
• Otley Town AFC – essential ground 
equipment (awarded £1,000)

• Chevin Forest parkrun – support for start-up 
costs (awarded £1,000)

If your group or organisation require grant support
from the Town Council, please contact Jason

Knowles for an application form on 01943 466335
or email community@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk
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Christmas Greetings
Otley Town Council would like to wish everyone a

Happy Christmas and a prosperous New Year in 2017!

ALLOTMENT NOTICES
The rental bills will be posted out in late December for next year and
we would appreciate all bills being paid by the end of January 2017.

If you have decided not to renew your tenancy next year will you please
let Karen Smith, Allotment Manager, know as soon as possible on
admin@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk to avoid being billed for the coming year.

Unfortunately, this year we have had quite a few issues reported
to us concerning allotment holders not working their plots.  It is important
that all allotment holders understand that they must continually work
and maintain their plot and failure to do so will result in a warning
and possible termination of their lease.  Please also be aware that
any plot holder receiving a warning will have it placed on record for
12 months and if they fail to continually work their plot during this
period they will be issued with a formal notice to quit.  If you are having
issues with working your plot or there are any special circumstances
that must be taken into account it is essential that you let us know.

On a more positive note we hope you have enjoyed another successful
year of digging and wish you a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.

THE VIEWS AND ALL ADVICE EXPRESSED BY CONTRIBUTORS TO THE NEWSLETTER ARE THE VIEWS OF THE CONTRIBUTOR AND MAY NOT 
REFLECT THE VIEW OR OPINION OF THE EDITORIAL COMMITTEE FOR OTLEY MATTERS OR OF OTLEY TOWN COUNCIL.
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CONTACTING YOUR COUNCILLORS

Back row left to right: Terry Ford (Bellman); Cllr Douglas Robinson; Cllr Colin Campbell; Cllr Peter Jackson; Cllr Wayne Green; Cllr Paul Carter; 
Cllr Linda Hoare; Cllr Stephen Brown; Cllr Mick Bradley; Cllr Philip Bye; Cllr Ray Smith; Dr Jason Knowles (Community Development Officer)

Front row left to right: Cllr Mary Vickers; Cllr Kate Whelan; Cllr Nigel Francis (Deputy Town Mayor); Suzanne Kidger (Executive Officer); 
Cllr Ian Jackson (Town Mayor); Cllr Ray Georgeson (Chair of Council); Cllr Sylvia Thomson; Cllr Jackie Brown; Cllr Savanna Dabill

Cllr Kim Holmes (apologies given); Cllr Penny Robinson (apologies given) 

Photograph by Winpenny Photography Otley •  All councillors work in a voluntary capacity

Kim Holmes (Lib Dem)
kim.holmes@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

Penny Robinson (Lib Dem) t: 07979438284
penny.robinson@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

Ian Jackson (Lib Dem)
ian.jackson@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

Peter Jackson (Lib Dem) t: 07979438284
peter.jackson@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

Sylvia Thomson (Lib Dem)
sylvia.thomson@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

ASHFIELD WARD

Paul Carter (Lib Dem)
paul.carter@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

Savanna Dabill (Lib Dem) t: 07704261249 
savanna.dabill@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

Linda Hoare (Lib Dem) t: 07931281862 
linda.hoare@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

Kate Whelan (Lib Dem)
kate.whelan@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

WEST CHEVIN WARD

PRINCE HENRY WARD
Philip Bye (Lib Dem) t: 01943 467199 
philip.bye@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

Colin Campbell (Lib Dem) t: 07973521547
colin.campbell@leeds.gov.uk

Mary Vickers (Lib Dem) t: 07889054242
mary.vickers@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

Mick Bradley (Green) t: 01943 467871 
mick.bradley@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

Nigel Francis (Ind) t: 01943 463467 
nigel.francis@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

RayGeorgeson (Lib Dem) t: 07711069433 
ray.georgeson@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk
Twitter: @RayGeorgeson

Ray Smith (Lib Dem) t: 07946800946 
ray.smith@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

DANEFIELD WARD

MANOR WARD

Jackie Brown (Ind) t: 07908044596
jackie.brown@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

Stephen Brown (Ind) t: 07908044596 
stephen.brown@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

Wayne Green (Lib Dem)
wayne.green@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

Douglas Robinson (Lib Dem) t: 07941582468
douglas.robinson@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

TOWN COUNCIL MEETINGS 
DEC 2016 - FEB 2017

OTLEY MATTERS ARTICLES
To have your organisation or group included in Otley Matters March Edition please contact Jason Knowles 

for editorial dates on 01943 466335 or email community@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

Planning 9th Jan 2017
Environment & Sustainability

Policy & Resources 23rd Jan 2017
Full Council

Planning 6th Feb 2017
Community Development

All Town Council meetings are held at the Otley Core Resource
Centre, 11 Orchard Gate, Otley. All meetings usually commence
at 7pm but times are subject to change.  Please check 
www.otleytowncouncil.gov.uk or the windows at the Otley
Core Resource Centre for meeting times. 

Members of the public are encouraged to attend.  
By prior arrangement with the Executive Officer members
of the public may arrange to address a Committee or 
council meeting before it starts its agenda. Please contact
the Executive Officer on 01943 466335 or by email  
eo@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk for further details.

Please note that the Audit and Human Resources meetings are
not open to the public.

LEEDS CITY 
COUNCILLORS SURGERIES

To speak with Cllr Colin Campbell; 
Cllr Ryk Downes or Cllr Sandy Lay

Drop-in surgeries are held on:

First Saturday in the month at Otley Library 
(9.30 to 10.30am)
Third Saturday in the month at Yeadon Town
Hall (9.30 to 10.30am)
If inconvenient please ring to organise a meeting
on 07973521547 or email
colin.campbell@leeds.gov.uk

MP SURGERIES 
To speak with Greg Mulholland MP

Appointment - First Friday in the month Otley 
Library (4-5pm)

Drop-in - Third Saturday in the month at Otley
Sainsbury’s (11am to noon) and Morrison’s
Yeadon (12.30-1.30pm)

For a 10 minute appointment, 
contact the office on 01132266519 or
e-mail info@gregmulholland.org 

OTLEY TOWN COUNCILLOR
SATURDAY SURGERY

Otley Town Council are holding Councillor Surgeries at
Otley Core Resource Centre for residents who would
like to meet Councillors and discuss any local issues or
raise any problems or concerns relating to the work
and responsibilities of the Council .  There will be three
councillors attending who will represent different
wards within the Town.

Date: Sat 28th January & Sat 25th February

Venue: Otley Core Resource Centre, Unit 11, 
Orchard Gate, Otley

Time: 10am to 12noon
Please drop in if you have any concerns that you would
like to talk to your Otley Town Councillors about.


