
 Agenda item No.6 

Otley Town Council 

Environment & Sustainability Committee 

Date: 10th October 2016 

Report: Update on Wharfedale Greenway project 

Report by: Community Development (Deputy Executive Officer) 

 

1. Purpose of Report 

1.1 To provide members with information on progress made since this matter was discussed 

in committee on 11th July 2016. 

 

2. Background 

2.1 The Wharfedale Greenway Steering Group has met twice since the last Environment & 
Sustainability Committee meeting.  

2.2 On 18th July the key points arising were: 

 A request to Leeds City Council for £5k to support the Phase 1 Detailed Design work 
has been agreed subject to Bradford MBC agreeing to contribute; 

 Sustrans initial visit of the proposed route has identified 47 items of risk – the main 
challenges being bridges, ramps and land ownership; 

 Sustrans provided indicative work tasks and costs in relation to Phases 2 and 3 of 
work, plus extensions to Ilkley and Addingham; 

 The Steering Group reiterated their support for a wider Wharfe Valley Greenway and 
that other communities should consider undertaking feasibility work from their own 
resources; 

 It was agreed that in order to complete the detailed design tasks for Phase 2 
(extension to Pool) and Phase 3 (extension to Menston) that all the Parishes need to 
continue to commit £3k per year over the next 4 years. Each Parish Council will need 
to consider this continued commitment. Note: this does not include any 
contributions from Leeds City Council and Bradford MBC; 

 A Memorandum of Understanding is to be drafted that the four Parishes can sign on 
confirmation of any unknown costs from Sustrans. The Memorandum will allow 
flexibility in terms of including other communities at a future date; 

 The Principal Authorities reiterated the importance of the Wharfedale Greenway 
being identified as a protected route in any emerging Neighbourhood Plans; 



 A walk of the Phase 1 route was organised from Otley to Burley on Saturday 3rd 
September.    

2.3 On 3rd October the key points arising were: 

 A decision on the contributions from both Leeds City Council and Bradford MBC 
towards the Detailed Design work remains outstanding;  

 Sustrans identified that the Phase 1 Detailed Design works are not yet complete with 
the first draft report expected by late October; 

 Sustrans reiterated that the draft report will include detailed design and costs which 
will enable discussions with landowners; 

 Sustrans are also taking into account, as part of the Phase 1 works, the potential 
links to Pool and Menston; 

 Ilkley and Addingham parishes are planning to meet with Burley Parish Council to 
discuss their ideas on an extension of the greenway;  

 The draft Memorandum of Understanding was tabled for discussion. Steering Group 
Members agreed to review and suggest amendments prior to it being signed by all 
parties – expected to be in late November.  

A small working group has met three times on the Phase 1 Detailed Design works being 
prepared by Sustrans. There are some outstanding issues that need to be resolved but the 
first draft of the report including detailed designs and costs are expected by the end of 
October.  

 

3. Legal and Financial implications 

3.1 There are no immediate legal implications arising from this report. 

3.2 A £3k contribution towards costs has been set aside in the 2016/17 budget and will be 

required for the Detailed Design work is completed. 

 

4. Recommendations 

4.1 Members are asked to note the content of this report and approve the actions taken to 

date. 


