
 AGENDA ITEM 6                                                      

Otley Town Council 

Policy & Resources Committee 

Date: Monday 18th July 2016 

Subject: Flag Flying 

Report By: Executive Officer 
 

1. Purpose of Report 

 

1.1 To advise Members of proposed additions to the flag flying policy.  

 

2. Background 

 

2.1 The flagpole in Manchester Square is in the ownership of Leeds City Council but 

the raising of flags has always been within the remit of the Town Council.  A flag 

flying policy was introduced last year and the dates shown below are the times 

when the Town Council either flies the Union Jack, The Town Council Coat of 

Arms or the Yorkshire Flag. 

 

 21st April (Queen’s birthday)  

 23rd April (St George’s Day)  

 13th June (official celebration of Queens birthday) 

 11th November (Remembrance Day)  

 Death of a member of the Royal family - Union Flag at half-mast 

 Otley Show (Town Council flag) 

 Otley Cycle Race (Town Council flag) 

 Otley Food & Drink Festival (Town Council flag) 

 Yorkshire Week (Yorkshire flag) 

 Christmas Lights (Town Council flag) 

 

3. Proposed Additions 

 

3.1 There are two proposals for consideration. The flying of a Commonwealth flag on 

Commonwealth Day and the flying of the George Cross, Union Jack and Yorkshire 

Flag on a permanent basis. 



 

3.2 Fly a Flag for the Commonwealth is an occasion to acknowledge publicly and 

collectively the continuing aspiration of the Commonwealth to build on common 

traditions and uphold our shared values of democracy, inclusive development, rule 

of law, and human rights. Commonwealth Day is 13th March.  In 2016 more than 900 

flags were raised at the same time throughout the United Kingdom, Channel Islands, 

Isle of Man, Commonwealth and Overseas Territories. The flag has to be raised at 

10am on the 13th March and taken down at 10.00am the next day. Flags are 

available at a cost of £39.50. 

 

3.3 The flying of the George Cross was raised by a member of the public. The 

resident in question suggested that the Union Jack, the George Cross and the 

Yorkshire flag should be flown on a permanent basis outside the Core. There are 

fittings to fly two flags outside the Core (these are used for Christmas trees and 

occasionally flags when the town has special events). Flying of three flags would 

involve the purchase of another fitting and three flags. 

 

4. Legal and Financial Implications 

 

4.1 There are no legal implications arising from this report 

 

4.2 The cost of purchasing a Commonwealth Flag could be met from existing 

budgets. 

 

4.3 There would be costs associated with the flying of flags outside the Core. 

 

5. Sustainability 

 

5.1 The report is compliant with Aalborg. 

       6.    Recommendations 

6.1 Members views are sought on; 

I. the flying and purchase of a flag for Commonwealth Day 

II. the flying of flags outside the Core on a permanent basis and the purchase of 

said flags  


