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Otley Town Council 
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Date: 25th January 2016 

Report: Update on Wharfedale Greenway project 

Report by: Community Development (Deputy Executive Officer) 

 

1. Purpose of Report 

1.1 To provide members with information on progress made since this matter was discussed 

in committee on 5th October 2015. 

 

2. Background 

2.1 The Wharfedale Greenway Steering Group has met twice since the last Environment & 
Sustainability Committee meeting of the 5th October.  

2.2 On 11th November the key points arising were: 

 There are three key requirements in terms of getting ‘in-principle’ support from 

Leeds CC: 1. For the Wharfedale Greenway to form part of any Neighbourhood Plan; 

2. To make representations to include the Wharfedale Greenway in the Site 

Allocations Plan and to define the Greenway as a Greenspace in order for it to be 

protected; 3. To introduce the Wharfedale Greenway to the Outer NW Area 

Committee. 

 

 Bradford MBC has provided an in-principle letter of support but noted that the 

project still needs to go through formal Council processes in due course. 

 

 An offer to sell Bradford MBC land for a sum of £1 has been made to Burley-in-

Wharfedale Parish Council. 

 

 Sustrans suggested putting in place two MoU’s: Bradford/Burley/Menston/Sustrans 

and Leeds/Otley/Pool/Sustrans.  

 

 Thinking ahead there is a question over who would tender for any future works, 

given procurement requirements – it is likely to follow the standing order 

procedures of the Principal Authority. 



 In terms of land agreements, Sustrans continue to work on resolving the bits of land 

that are in private ownership. 

 

 Maps prepared by Sustrans were tabled of the preferred route options through 

Otley. There are three main issues: 1. Kirkgate crossing issue from Mercury Row 

impinging on the activities of the Church and Markets; 2. Tracking issues for larger 

vehicles on Burras Lane corner with Kirkgate; 3. Potential issue of the footpath being 

part of the bridge on West Chevin Road. All these issues are awaiting a response 

from Leeds Highways. 

 

 Questions remain over the Otley to Menston link – the issue of whether Leeds CC 

would want an on-road link still needs to be resolved. 

 

2.3 On 20th January the key points were: 

 

 Otley Town Council, Pool-in-Wharfedale Parish Council and Sustrans are to attend a 

full Outer North West Area Committee meeting to be held on Monday 25th January 

to seek written in-principle support for the project; 

 

 Leeds Highways have commented on possible routes in and through Otley 

identifying there is a possible way forward in terms of linking the Greenway and the 

Town Centre; 

 

 Sustrans stated that there is a crucial step to get the project into the minds of people 

who are writing bids – there must be clear support in terms of strategic value, 

deliverability, political and community support; 

 

 Sustrans stated that they felt the most likely ways of funding the project would be 

through CIL or via a competitive funding bid; 

 

 Some key challenges to consider: who will take on liability? Who will deliver the 

scheme? Who will own the route and bridges?; 

 

 The question was raised whether we need bridges? The view was to aim to get the 

full traffic free package, which includes all the bridges as it would make a huge 

difference to the scheme if bridges are in place. If there is any acceptance of 

alternatives to bridges then that is what is more likely to happen; 

 

 Sustrans are to provide a design brief to undertake a detailed design and delivery for 

the project. This would then get the project into a shovel ready state. This would 

include indicative costs for the work and possible sources of funding and incorporate 



items such as: bridges, ramps, surfaces, gradients, ecological impacts, consideration 

of consultation findings, access, commuted sums required, health and safety, 

planning permissions requirements etc; 

 

 The Steering Group will then make a decision on whether to commission Sustrans to 

undertake work on detailed design and delivery for the project and to determine 

whether this work will be for the entire project, including to Pool-in-Wharfedale and 

Menston or just Phase 1 Otley to Burley? 

 

2.4 On 15th December, as requested by the Wharfedale Greenway Steering Group, the 

Community Development (Deputy Executive Officer) attended a meeting of the Leeds City 

Council Outer North West Environmental Group, alongside an officer of Leeds City Council. 

The objective was to get written in-principle support from Leeds City Council for the 

scheme. 

 

2.5 In principle verbal support was offered subject to smaller details of the project being 

clarified. It was recommended to pass this on to the Full Area Committee for their 

comments/agreement. 

2.6 The Full Area Committee meeting is to be held on Monday 25th January. The Community 

Development (Deputy Executive Officer) will attend with Cllr Mick Bradley and other 

members of the Wharfedale Greenway Steering Group. 

 

3. Legal and Financial implications 

3.1 There are no immediate legal implications arising from this report. A £3k contribution 

towards costs has been set aside in the 2015/16 budget as agreed at the July 2015 revised 

budget setting meeting. 

 

4. Recommendations 

4.1 Members are asked to note the content of this report and approve the actions taken to 

date. 


