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1. Purpose Of Report 

1.1 To make Members aware of the Community Infrastructure Levy that has been 

prepared by Leeds City Council. 

2. Background 

2.1 The Community Infrastructure Levy is a new planning charge, introduced by the 

Planning Act 2008. It came into force on 6 April 2010 through the Community 

Infrastructure Levy Regulations 2010. Development may be liable for a charge 

under the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL), if a local planning authority has 

chosen to set a charge in its area. 

2.2 The money can be used to support development by funding infrastructure that the 

council, local community and neighbourhoods want – for example, new or safer 

road schemes, safer cycling/walking routes flood defences, schools, park 

improvements, a leisure centre or a new health centre. The system is very simple. It 

applies to most new buildings and charges are based on the size and type of the 

new development.   

2.3 The benefits of the CIL include: 

 delivers additional funding to carry out a wide range of infrastructure projects 

that support growth and benefit the local community 

 provides developers with much more certainty ‘up front’ about how much 

money they will be expected to contribute 

 ensures greater transparency for local people, because they will be able to 

understand how new development is contributing to their community 



 enables local authorities to pass down a share of the levy raised in a 

neighbourhood to deliver infrastructure the neighbourhood wants. 

2.4 Charging authorities must produce a document called a charging schedule which 

sets out the rate for their levy. The levy is intended to encourage development by 

creating a balance between collecting revenue to fund infrastructure and ensuring 

that the rates are not so high that they put development across the area at serious 

risk. These rates should be supported by evidence, such as the economic viability of 

new development and the area’s infrastructure needs.  

2.5 In areas where there is an adopted neighbourhood development plan in place, the 

neighbourhood will be able receive 25% of the revenues from the Community 

Infrastructure Levy. The money (the Neighbourhood Fund) will be paid directly to 

parish and town councils and can be used for community projects. If a parish or 

town council does not have a neighbourhood plan in place then this figure would 

reduce to 15%. 

2.6 Leeds City Council will be spending their portion of CIL funds (which go into a 

central pot) on the following; 

 New Generation Transport 

 Public Rights of Way 

 Leeds Core Cycle network 

 Leeds Flood alleviation schemes 

 Education 

 Green infrastructure and public green space 

 Public realm improvements 

 Cemeteries 

 District Heating Schemes 

 Public Health. 

2.7 Items such as affordable housing, bus stops, travel plans, on-site green space, 

drainage etc. will be paid for directly by the developer if specifically associated with 

their development. 

2.8 The levy does not, and cannot cover all the infrastructure costs associated with 

development and there is not a guarantee of a specific amount of money, the 

amount will vary annually dependant on what development takes place and when 



payments are made. It is likely that Leeds City Council will pass on the funds to the 

Town Council every six months – in arrears. 

3. CIL and the Town Council 

3.1 The Neighbourhood Fund can be spent on a wider range of local projects than the 

City Council’s strategic portion of the levy. The only stipulation is that these local 

projects meet the requirement to ‘support the development of the area’.  

3.2 The Town Council needs to develop a list of projects to which CIL funds could be 

directed and a mechanism for allocating these funds. The following are possible 

suggestions; 

 Community Facilities 

 CCTV 

 Environment – litter bins, seats, street sweeping, dog control, enforcement, 
overgrown vegetation, environmental promotions. 

 Youth provision 

 Parks/Countryside – either upgrading existing or new – play areas – planting 

 Local cycle / walking provision. 

Careful consideration has to be given to the choice of projects as funding for any 

ongoing costs associated with the project could not be guaranteed. It is anticipated 

that further ideas will come forward as part of the Neighbourhood Plan. 

3.3 In order to maintain an easily identifiable audit trail it is suggested that a stand-

alone budget account is opened rather than the monies being put into the general 

account of the Council.  

 

4 Legal Aspects and Financial Implications 

4.1 There are no legal or financial implications at this time 

 

5. Recommendations 

5.1 Members are asked to note the contents of the report and; 

I. Agree to the opening of an account specifically for CIL funds 

II. Approve the development of a mechanism for allocation of funds 

III. Agree to develop of a list of possible projects including consideration of those 

suggested above. 


