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1. PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 

 

The purpose of the Report is to advise Members on the issues which the Community 

Development (Deputy Executive Officer) has been dealing with in relation to 

Community Development matters. 

 

 

2. COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT OFFICER’S ACTIVITIES (MID-OCTOBER-DECEMBER) 

The CDO organised the Otley Christmas Lights switch-on event held on Monday 30th 

November. The CDO would like to express his thanks to all those individuals and 

organisations who were involved in this successful event. 

The CDO, alongside Open Country, Friends of Gallows Hill and councillors, has carried 

out maintenance work on the Gallows Hill Nature Area. The next planned works are 

on Tuesday 2nd February and Tuesday 1st March. The CDO has also been supporting 

the Gallows Hill Steering Group in the delivery of the site strategy. 

The CDO has continued to work closely with the Executive Officer to progress the 

Neighbourhood Plan, including the production and distribution of the Policy 

Intentions Document and the completion of the Employment Opportunities and 

Employment Land review undertaken by AECOM.  

The CDO has undertaken research on trends and the future provision of services 

within Tourist Information Centres, including discussions with staff from Visit Leeds 

and Otley Tourist Information Centre. 

The CDO has attended initial planning meetings on the production of the Tour de 

Yorkshire event which will start in Otley on Saturday 30th April, 2016. The CDO was 



invited by Welcome to Yorkshire to attend the launch event of the Tour de Yorkshire, 

held at the Otley Courthouse.  

The CDO continues to work with Leeds City Council with regards to the delivery of a 

Tour de France legacy project which will see new cycling signs located around Otley.   

The CDO has attended meetings, alongside councillors, SUSTRANS, officers of Leeds 

and Bradford, parish clerks and councillors from Pool-in-Wharfedale, Menston and 

Burley-in-Wharfedale with regards to progressing the Wharfedale Greenway 

project. The CDO has also attended a meeting of the Leeds City Council Outer North 

West Environment Committee on behalf of the Steering Group. 

The CDO has been working with the Otley Skate Park Users Group, Sk8 Safe and 

Leeds City Council on delivering the Voice Your Choice 2015-2016 winning project to 

introduce new equipment into the Otley skate park in Wharfemeadows Park.   

The CDO has been working with Prince Henry’s Grammar School in establishing links 

with local community groups in terms of holding an Otley Community Day in June 

2016. 

The CDO has provided advice and support to the organisers in the creation of a new 

event in Otley - Courthouse Words is planned to be held on the weekend of the 5th-

6th March, 2016. 

The CDO has been providing support and assistance to the Otley Conservation 

Taskforce on the restoration of the Bramhope Tunnel Memorial (Navvies 

Monument) located in the Parish churchyard.   

The CDO has assisted the Otley Chevin Rotary Club in siting a defibrillator in the 

Orchard Gate shopping centre and liaised with the owners of the centre to erect a 

‘Welcome to Otley’ sign on the canopy of Otley bus station. 

The CDO, alongside the Executive Officer, attended the Society of Local Council 

Clerks Regional Conference held in Brighouse. The CDO has also attended a half day 

training workshop hosted by the Heritage Lottery Fund on the application process 

for ‘Our Heritage’ grants. 

The CDO has worked with the editorial committee to produce the December (No.74) 

edition of Otley Matters. The CDO attended the reading of Otley Matters for Talking 

Newspapers. 

 

 

 



3. LEGAL ASPECTS AND FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

 

The Council is empowered to provide information concerning the services and 

facilities available in the area provided by Otley Town Council, other public 

authorities or charities and other voluntary organisations under S142 (1) Local 

Government Act 1972 and may appoint other such Council staff as it deems 

necessary under S112 of the same Act. 

 

There are no financial applications to this report. 

 

4. SUSTAINABILITY 

 

The Community Development Officer’s role is to develop and involve the community 

so that they work more closely together which is sound and compliant with the 

Aalborg Charter. 

 

5. RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

It is recommended that the Committee note the contents of this report. 


