
 

Agenda item No.7 

Otley Town Council 

Environment & Sustainability Committee 

Date: 5th October 2015 

Report: Proposal for Gallows Hill Winter work programme 

Report by: Community Development (Deputy Executive Officer) 

 

1. Purpose of Report 

1.1 To inform members of a proposal from Open Country with regards to a winter work 

programme at Gallows Hill Nature Area . 

 

2. Background 

2.1 The Gallows Hill Nature Area is in the ownership of Otley Town Council, with a steering 

group set up to help formulate a strategic plan for the future of the site. Members include 

Councillors, Chairman and Treasurer of Friends of Gallows Hill (FOGH), Community 

Development Officer, Randal Metzger from Walkers are Welcome, Andy Bolton local 

entrepreneur and trained ecologist, Ben Whitehead, our grass cutting contractor who is also 

a trained ecologist and Rob Godfrey of Practically Green. 

2.2 A draft strategic plan setting out the history and ecology of the site, a description of 

what the site is used for currently and more importantly how it is to be developed and 

managed in the future was produced in 2013. This sets out a strategy for the future 

enhancement and maintenance of the site in order to protect the bio-diversity of the site 

and usage by site visitors. 

2.3 We receive considerable help with maintenance tasks from Open Country on the 
Gallows Hill site. Open Country are a voluntary group based in Harrogate whose disabled 
and learning difficulties user group and support staff carry out practical environmental tasks 
such as improving paths, cutting back foliage along paths and around the ponds, hedge 
laying around the plantations, lifting of Himalayan Balsam and other pernicious weeds, litter 
picking etc. They provide up to a dozen people to work with FOGH members, Councillors 
and the Community Development Officer on a monthly basis. 

2.4 In line with the strategic plan and as part of the upcoming winter works programme, 

Open Country propose to undertake 2 days of hedge laying and 1 day of tree planting to gap 



up the sparse bits of hedge around one of the plantations. Open Country would undertake 

this work at a subsidised rate of £200 per work day (covering supervision, tools, transport, 

insurance etc), with an additional cost of £250 for trees and tree guards for the hedge. 

 

3. Legal and Financial implications 

3.1 There are no immediate legal implications arising from this report. An amount of £3k has 

been set aside in the 2015/16 budget as agreed at July's revised budget setting meeting for 

maintenance works at Gallows Hill. The total cost required for the Open Country winter 

work programme is £850 for 3 days work. 

 

4. Recommendations 

4.1 Members are asked to note the content of this report and approve the Open Country 

winter works programme. 


