
 

Agenda item No.6 

Otley Town Council 

Environment & Sustainability Committee 

Date: 5th October 2015 

Report: Gallows Hill Public Footpath 

Report by: Executive Officer 

1. Purpose of Report 

1.1 To provide members with details on a request from LCC Parks and Countryside to 

dedicate a Right of Way to the public alongside the river at Gallows Hill. 

2. Background 

2.1 The LCC Public Rights of Way Office has received enquiries regarding the route along the 

River Wharfe from the bridge near Mill Way to the Bridleway and then on to Old Pool Road 

(see attached plan). Part of the route is within the Gallows Hill Nature Area, in Town Council 

ownership. 

2.2 An application for a Definitive Map Modification Order may be made by one of the 

enquirers to add the claimed footpath to the Definitive Map. Leeds City Council has a duty 

to investigate such claims under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981. 

2.3 The Definitive Map provides conclusive legal proof of the existence of Public Rights of 

Way. If sufficient evidence of use of the way is found, the Definitive Map can be altered 

using a Definitive Map Modification Order. Under Section 31 of the Highways Act 1980 it is 

possible for a way to be deemed as having been dedicated as a highway (footpath) after 

twenty years uninterrupted use. 

2.4 Gallows Hill has been in the ownership of the council since 1988 and the public have had 

access during that time. 

2.5 As an alternative to the Modification Order (which can be time consuming and 

expensive) the landowner – in this case the Town Council – can dedicate a Right of Way to 

the public by entering into a Public Path Creation Agreement, under the Highways Act 1980. 

This would add the path to the Definitive Map for pedestrians to use. Such an agreement 

would be simply drawn up and signed by the Town Council and LCC, and the right of way 

comes into existence on an agreed date. 

2.6 As the owner of land with a Public Right of Way across it the Town Council must; 



 avoid putting obstructions on or across the route 

 make sure vegetation does not encroach onto the route from the sides or above 

 keep the footpath at a width of 1metre minimum 

 keep any stiles or gates maintained so they are safe and reasonably easy to use 

2.7 As the Town Council already does all of the above and the public have had access to the 

route for over twenty years it is sensible to enter into the agreement voluntarily with LCC 

and formalise the arrangement. 

3. Legal and Financial implications 

3.1 There are no immediate legal or financial implications arising from this report. 

4. Recommendations 

4.1 Members are asked to note the contents of the report and agree to enter into a Public 

Path Creation Agreement with Leeds City Council for the route alongside the River Wharfe 

at Gallows Hill. 

 


