
Agenda item No.4 

Otley Town Council 

Environment & Sustainability Committee 

Date: 5th October 2015 

Report: Update on Wharfedale Greenway project 

Report by: Community Development (Deputy Executive Officer) 

1. Purpose of Report 

1.1 To provide members with information on progress made since this matter was discussed 

in committee on 13th July 2015. 

2. Background 

2.1 The Wharfedale Greenway Steering Group has met twice since the last committee 
meeting of the 13th July.  

2.3 On 27th July the key points arising were: 

 The ecology report is complete and identifies the route as an important green 

corridor for wildlife, but subject to appropriate mitigation, there is nothing to stop 

the route creation; 

 There was consensus that the routes/links into Menston and Otley Town Centre 

need to be revisited; 

 Sustrans confirmed that negotiations with landowners should not be a barrier to 

progressing with other elements of the project. The next key milestone is for both 

Bradford and Leeds Councils to fully sign up and endorse the project and ensure 

their land ownerships are available for use for the Greenway; 

 Sustrans identified the need for maintenance roles to be agreed on the Greenway in 

order to satisfy the Sustrans Board. The role of each of the Parish Councils and local 

authorities will need to be carefully considered; 

 The Steering Group agreed to “accept in principle the concept of a shared 

maintenance agenda subject to resolution from each of the Parish Councils at some 

point in the future.” 

 Action agreed for the Chair of the Steering Group to formally write to both local 

authorities with regards to their land and an update letter to all landowners;   

 Discussions to be held with Bradford, Leeds and Sustrans bridge teams with regards 

to how bridge construction/design works could be undertaken. The Steering Group 

reinforced the importance of the bridge designs to be for multi-users: bicycles; 

walkers; equestrian; 



 The Steering Group reinforced that all Parishes developing Neighbourhood Plan 

policies need to protect the line of the route; 

 The Wharfedale Greenway web domain name has been taken on by Burley-in-

Wharfedale Parish Council. This will be updated and refreshed as and when progress 

needs reporting. 

2.4 On 9th September the Steering Group met again and the following key points arose: 

 Reported and confirmed that letters were sent out to Leeds and Bradford Councils to 

request their agreement for land in their ownership to be used for the Greenway 

and update letters to landowners have also been sent out; 

 Key issue in terms of progress is to get formal written ‘in-principle’ agreement from 

both Leeds and Bradford Councils to support the scheme. Key action for officers who 

attend the Steering Group to identify and approach Senior Officer within their 

respective Councils to get formal written ‘in-principle’ agreements; 

 The Steering Group stressed the importance of getting this in-principle agreement in 

place in order to proceed and set a timescale of Christmas. It is hoped that in the 

New Year we can then proceed with setting in place the Memorandum of 

Understanding between the Parishes, Principal Authorities and Sustrans and 

undertake detailed design works; 

 The Steering Group reiterated its commitment to the project and that they are 

willing to speak to whoever is necessary within the principal authorities in order to 

progress; 

 Sustrans identified that there is still an issue with regards to the Natwest/Otley Golf 

Club land. The Chair suggested going direct to Corporate Social Responsibility or 

Head of Public Affairs at Natwest and committed to finding a named contact within 

Natwest; 

 Sustrans stated that no additional money would be needed this financial year. The 

Steering Group reiterated that they are committed to this project but until the in 

principle agreement has been reached with Leeds and Bradford Councils then none 

of this financial years allocation will be released. 

3. Legal and Financial implications 

3.1 There are no immediate legal implications arising from this report. A £3k contribution 

towards costs has been set aside in the 2015/16 budget as agreed at July's revised budget 

setting meeting. 

4. Recommendations 

4.1 Members are asked to note the content of this report and approve the actions taken to 

date. 


