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OTLEY WORK CLUB
Otley Work Club started in October 2014. It holds sessions every alternative Thursday
at the Otley Core in Orchard Gate between 10am and 12noon, for people who are un-
employed, in insecure work or looking for a change.

The Otley Work Club is one of more than 30 such clubs in the Leeds area but is so far the only one run under the auspices
of a town council. The club is staffed by volunteers who have between them years of experience in the work place
including recruiting and training staff in a variety of different businesses. Work Clubs operate entirely independently of
the Jobcentre service.

The aim of the Work Club is to support people in any way that can help them to find suitable work or training. Volunteer
Kevin Cooney said 'We secured funding to buy 5 laptops and a printer which we use to help people access vacancies

online or to help with producing or improving an
individual's CV. The atmosphere we are trying to
create is a friendly, informal and helpful one. We are
getting up to a dozen people per session with a good
proportion of them returning for further sessions if
necessary'.

If you need some help finding work why not come
and see if we can help you. Book an appointment
by telephoning 01943 466335 or by calling in to
the Otley Core.

If you have some appropriate skills and the time to
help unemployed people find work, particularly to
help people with basic computer/internet access
skills, please ring Kevin Cooney on 01943 465917
to discuss. 

CLUB HONOURS
Yorkshire Challenge Cup Winners
1888/89, 1909/10, 1910/11, 1928/29,

1930/31,1933/34, 1935/36, 1936/37, 1992/93

League Champions
North Division One 1989/90

National Division Four (North) 1990/91
National League Three 1992/93

National League One (Level 3) 1999/2000
National League Two (Level 3) 2007/08

www.otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

Otley 
Community 

Garden
Big things are happening at the Gallows Hill
nature area. Community group Practically Green
are working with the Town Council on plans to
manage an area on the site as a community
garden. One aim of the project is to demonstrate
the wide range of food plants that can be grown
in the area and encourage everyone to have a go
at growing something for themselves. Central
to the project are ‘crop circles’ which contain
particular types of food crop, including a wide
range of fruit trees to bee-friendly plants, herbs,
etc.  Part of the 2.5 acre site will be set up to run
open workshops/ demonstrations.  

You can contribute by sponsoring a fruit tree on
the site – once established the fruit will be free
to pick for generations to come. 

See the Practically Green website for more details:
www.practically-green-otley.co.uk

Otley Rugby Club
Celebrating its 150th birthday this year, Otley
RUFC was founded in 1865. The rugby union
club was reformed in 1907 following a brief
period playing in the Northern Union (the
forerunner of Rugby League).

The club moved to its current home in Cross
Green in 1921. The club are members of the
National League Two North and there is great
anticipation for the new season. There is also
a thriving and successful junior section coaching
boys and girls aged 7 to 16.

The club is entering a new era with Peter Clegg returning
as first team coach and Paul Mackie taking up the
position of Club Chairman. Paul is President of the
Bradford Chamber of Commerce and has a long history
with the club, his father Norman played for the club in
the 1950's and his son Jack plays in the current first
fifteen.

Paul is committed to making the business side of Otley
rugby a financial success. He says “Our vision is to be
a welcoming, inclusive and successful family rugby club
at the heart of Otley's community. Maintaining our
national league status whilst operating within our
financial means is critical as well as inspiring the next
generation to participate at all levels of the club.

Our relationship with the Otley community is one area
that the club needs to develop as our club values of
Passion, Excellence and Togetherness need to cascade
across the town to promote Otley to a national audience.”

David Somers the current Club President added that
with the Rugby expertise of Peter Clegg and the business
acumen of Mackie the club is destined for a great
future as we all pull together to put Otley on the map.

Otley start the new League season on Saturday 5th
September with a trip to Harrogate. This will be
followed by the first home game on Saturday 12th Sep-
tember against Leicester Lions.



UPCOMING EVENTS
September
12 Otley Sportive
12-13 Otley Heritage Days
13 Otley Vintage Transport Extravaganza
18-20 Otley Black Sheep Folk Festival
25 NHS Community Voices Event
27 Dry Stone Walling Competition (Otley Chevin)
27 Otley Farmers Market
27 Otley Courthouse Designer Craft Fair
October
25 Otley Farmers Market
25 Otley Courthouse Designer Craft Fair
November
8 Remembrance Sunday Parade
9-14 Otley Science Festival
20-21 Otley Beer Festival
29 Otley Farmers Market
29 Otley Courthouse Designer Craft Fair
30 Otley Festive Lights Switch-on
December
6          Otley Victorian Fayre
9-12   Otley Christmas Tree Festival
20        Otley Christmas Farmers Market

Nestling in the churchyard in the centre of Otley
is a memorial of national importance.  The Grade
II listed Navvies Monument is a miniature replica
of the north portal of the Bramhope Tunnel on
the Leeds to Harrogate railway. It commemorates
primarily the lives of the 24 men who died during
construction of the tunnel.

The monument is in poor condition due to root
growth in the masonry and freeze-thaw action
in the roof covering. Following clearance of
vegetation by Brian King, Otley Conservation
Task Force prepared a draft condition report
and raised awareness of the situation.

With grant support from Otley Town Council
and assistance from Otley Town Partnership, a
schedule of works has been prepared by Soul
Architects. The next stage is to cost the works and
fund-raise for conservation of the monument.

If you would like to get involved please contact
Otley Conservation Task Force, look for us on
Facebook or e-mail us on:
otleytaskforce@gmail.com 

Ever fancied taking up running?

VISITOTLEY    www.visitotley.co.uk
For everything that is 

happening in Otley

This year’s programme includes: Silly Science Toddler Time, a “Bubbly” show from
our own Marty Jopson, a Science Lunch,  Café, the film The Theory of Everything,
shows from Tangram Theatre, The Bat Man of Leeds, Helen Keen and Ian Simmons
explore the Science of Game of Thrones. Learn about Darwin’s great blunder and
enjoy our FREE,  Fun, Otley Science Fair. 

Something for everyone
Special Schools Events are also taking place.

Most events take place at Otley Courthouse, please see website: 
www.otleycourthouse.org.uk

For further information please ring the Box Office on 01943 467466 or visit the
Courthouse Monday to Saturday 10am to 4pm.

Many events sell out. 

BOOK IN ADVANCE TO 
AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT
Look out for the Science Festival brochure, available soon.

www.otleysciencefestival.co.uk | www.facebook.com/otleyscience | www.twitter.com/otleyscience
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Navvies Monument

Congratulations to Milly Spencer
pictured with the Town Mayor. Seven
year old Milly designed a fantastic
Christmas robin complete with festive
hat for our Christmas Lights design
competition. Here at the Town Council
we are all excited to see her design
made into a light and look forward
to welcoming her onto the stage to
help with the festive lights switch on
event on Monday 30th November.

Thanks to everyone who entered the
competition – it was a hard decision
to make. Please try again next year. 

Design a
Christmas

Light

* Otley Market Days 
held every Tuesday, 
Friday and Saturday

OTLEY TOWN COUNCIL
GRANT SUPPORT 2015/16

Have you ever wanted to have a go at running
but have no idea where to start? 

Then Otley Athletic Club's Absolute Beginners
group is for you. This friendly group is designed
for anybody wanting to start running, with the
emphasis very much on enjoyment and trying out
a new interest.

The group is led by a qualified Leader in Running
Fitness and anyone wanting to give jogging and
running a go is welcome, including accompanied

children over the age of 11. Each session lasts
about half an hour and there's plenty of seasoned
runners on hand to offer advice on anything from
trainers to nutrition.

So even if it's just a tentative desire to exercise
and keep fit, come and give it a try!   Absolute
Beginners meet weekly at 6:15pm for a 6:30pm
start at Otley Cricket Club, on Cross Green.

For further details email start@otleyac.org.uk or go
towww.facebook.com/AbsoluteBeginnersOtley

Monday 9th November – Saturday 14th November 2015
Otley Science Festival returns for a week of fantastic, fun events for all ages. 
A chance to meet well-known scientists and take part in exciting activities.

Behind Closed Doors supports women and men
living across the Leeds district who are, or have,
experienced domestic violence and abuse.   It is
often assumed that leaving an abusive relationship
is all that is needed for life to be much better but
it is at this point that many people start to feel
the full emotional and psychological impact of the
trauma created by years of abuse. Our Prevention
and Recovery Service Volunteers can, and do, help
people to recover…but there are always more
demands for support than we can meet.

If you can spare a day each week to make a
lifetime of difference; if you would like to join a
passionate, caring and professional team to safely
offer support to someone who badly needs it or
develop new skills and understanding, just call
or e-mail Joanne to find out more or go to our
website at www.behind-closed-doors.org.uk

Tel: 0113 222 4562       

e-mail: info@behind-closed-doors.org.uk

Making the Difference



Otley Courthouse Saturday 12th September, 10am-4pm
Guided tours of Otley Courthouse showing our brand new timeline, 
plus children’s activities with a Victorian theme.  This is a free event.

The Courthouse Cafe will be open from 10am to 3pm offering a selection of 
hot and cold drinks and snacks.

Otley Core Sunday 13th September, 10am-1pm

WW1 Activity Session for Families 

This free fun family session includes a ‘hands on’ WW1 archaeology activity, living
history ‘tommie’, crafts and much more.  An opportunity to learn about how
the First World War affected Otley and the Nidderdale area. Suitable for families
with children aged 7+. 

Booking essential, please contact Amanda Walters on 01423 551664 or at
amanda.peacock@harrogate.gov.uk

OTLEY CYCLE RACES

Soaring temperatures made the Otley Cycle
Races, held on 1st July, a memorable event for
spectators and competitors alike.

Otley's own Lizzie Armitstead was sad to be
unable to make the first race of the evening, the
Women's Grand Prix. Despite this a great race
ensued, Annasley Park taking the victory from
Sarah Storey in a similar style to Lizzie last year. 

The following youth races saw the most talented
young riders in the north compete. "I love racing
at Otley, we all do, brilliant atmosphere" said
Harry Hardcastle from Huddersfield who then
went on to win the boys under 16 race. 

Next up the best amateur riders in the Chevin
Cycles Classic Race..... "This is the one to win"
said local sprinter Lee Brown who in the end had

to settle for second as 15 year old Tom Pidcock
broke away on the final lap to win.

Lastly the professional men took to the circuit
with Dan Mclay stealing the sprint victory,
impressively outdoing the efforts of some of
the country’s best teams.

Race Organiser Giles Pidcock would like to thank
the people of Otley for their continued support
and cooperation, the volunteers who spend their
spare time throughout the year planning this
huge event and the large team of volunteers
who help on race night.

The Otley & Yorkshire Dales Branch of the Dry Stone Walling Association hosts its 3rd
Annual Open Walling Competition on September 27th, along with a training course on
the same weekend. Both events are being held at Surprise View on Otley Chevin.

The competition features professionals, amateurs and novices competing to rebuild a section of
dry stone wall. Prizes will be awarded to those judged to have built the best wall in each category.

The training course allows participants to try their hand at this ancient craft and learn how to
build a dry stone wall.

Come and watch the competition or join in by attending the weekend training course.

Further details can be found on the Branch's website www.otleyyorksdalesdswa.org
or on Facebook – Otleyyorksdalesdswa. The website holds 
details of the walling competition, training courses, other 
events and the latest issue of its quarterly newsletter.

Contact: secretary@otleyyorksdalesdswa.org

Otley Cricket Club

Heritage Open Day 2015

Almost 1400 people enjoyed the previous
highly successful Otley Film Society season.
Looking forward to the 17th season the
new programme will wow the cineastes of
Otley. 

Starting off with the story of Alan Turing
and the Enigma machine in ‘The Imitation
Game’, moving on to a domestic French
drama in ‘2 Days, 1 Night’, then an Australian

crime thriller in ‘Mystery Road’.  Stephen
Hawking's story, ‘The Theory of Every-
thing’, will be shown during Science Week.

Further details can be found at: 
www.otleyfilmsociety.org.uk

New members welcomed and note that
Otley is unique in local film societies in
showing all films with subtitles where
these are available.

We at Cross Green are actively looking ahead
to our 200th birthday in 2020 and seeking
to improve our practice facilities. The cost of
re-siting the scorebox and providing a new
netting area would be substantial and we are
hoping to raise funds in the coming months.

Meanwhile we have enjoyed another excellent

playing season with perhaps the most encour-
aging sign for the future that the Junior sides
have all performed well with the under 17 team
being unbeaten in the League. 

We now look forward to the annual Dinner
and Prizegiving at Otley Golf Club on 21st
November.

Otley Film Society
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In 1996 the then Town Mayor of Otley, Coun-
cillor Nigel Francis decided to stage a Transport
Rally to raise some funds for his Mayoral Year.
It was planned as a once only event and was
held in the town centre on the show field. 

Now twenty years later it is still going strong
as we once again stage Otley’s premier trans-
port event, the Otley Vintage Transport
Extravaganza on Sunday 13th September.
The event is now held at Knotford Nook,
Pool Road and runs from 10.00am till 4.00pm.

On display will be over 500 vintage vehicles,
from the smallest pushbike to the largest
wagon, steam engines to static engines,
tractors and light commercials, motorbikes
to motor homes! 

Although the vehicles are the main attraction,
there will be something for everyone on the day.

Fairground organs will play, Punch & Judy will
be there for the young and the not so young,
Charity and Community stalls, food stalls and
bands will add to the enjoyment of the day.

For the first time ever we hope to run a full six
hours of entertainment in the arena. This will
include: the City of Leeds Pipe band, terrier
racing, local singer Leah, gymnastics and
even a throwing act! We want people to
come down and spend a day enjoying all the
entertainment on the field. 

If you would like to help, please contact Nigel
Francis, phone 01943 463467 or email: 
nigelfrancis@btinternet.com. 

For more information and details of the
Charity , ‘Hang on to a Dream’ who benefit
from the profits from the event, please see our
web-site: www.ovte.co.uk.

OTLEY CHEVIN - DRY STONE
WALLING COMPETITION 
& TRAINING COURSE

SPONSORED BY OTLEY
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BUTTERCROSS BELLES

Saturday 26th September 11am and 2pm
JoJo and Billie’s Tour de France
An exciting musical and visual bicycle-themed feast for 4-
11 years.  Full of percussion, acrobatics and choreography.
Tickets are £8/6 in advance £9/7 on the door.

Saturday 4th October 7.30pm
Bram Stoker’s Dracula
James Hornsby presents his own spine-chilling one
man adaptation of Bram Stoker’s classic gothic horror
novel, Dracula
Tickets £8/6

Saturday 10th October 7.30pm
North Country Theatre presents The Gift of
Stones
Jim Crace’s award winning historical novel is brought
to the stage by this brilliant company, who are back
by popular demand at the Courthouse.
Tickets are £10/8

Saturday 17th October 8pm
John Spiers
John Spiers of Spiers and Boden and Bellowhead fame
comes to the Courthouse for an occasional solo show.  One
of folk music’s leading melodeon and concertina players.
Tickets are £12.50/11 in advance, £13.50/12 on the door

Saturday 24th October 8pm
Mat Ricardo with Elliot Mason
Mat Ricardo, The Gentleman Juggler is the UK’s most
successful juggler and is in the middle of a Nationwide
and European tour.  Elliot Mason joins Mat and is a
singer songwriter and talented comic with some very
awesome hair!
Tickets are £10/8 in advance.  £11/9 on the door.
Suitable for age 12+

Tickets for these and all other Otley Courthouse events can
be booked at the Courthouse, calling the box office on 01943
467466 or by visiting www.otleycourthouse.org.uk.

MASS SNOWDROP 
PLANTING

From September there will be new improved facilities at
local community arts hub The Woolpack Studios, offering
more space for band rehearsals and recording sessions.
The Studios, on Bondgate, offer a variety of music and
arts courses, projects and activities for people of all ages.
This autumn’s new courses include: an introduction to
Music Theory and Ukulele crash courses for both beginners
and improvers. 

The Woolpack Art Pack is also new. This offers a variety of
creative arts activities for children on Saturday mornings
and Wednesday evening printmaking courses for adults. 

Saturday morning music projects also continue for young
people aged 11 to 16, including singing and ukulele
groups and the ‘Access All Areas’ sessions which get
young people playing together in bands, including studio
recording and live gigs. These are suitable for anyone who
loves playing an instrument or singing.

For information on any of these or more please contact
richard@bighooha.co.uk or 07956 205151.

Sunday 20th September at 10am. 
Meet at The Buttercross

The Buttercross Belles, Otley’s North West Morris women’s
dance team welcome new members, dancers and musicians. 

September is the ideal time to start, so that you can learn the
dances ready for next summer. We practice on Thursday evenings
from 8-10 pm at St Joseph’s Primary School during the autumn
and spring terms. We dance at festivals and events locally, across
the country and abroad.

It’s a great way of keeping fit with a sociable, friendly group of women
of all ages, as well as taking part in a great folk dance tradition. You
don’t need any previous experience, just enthusiasm.

Interested in giving it a go? 

Contact Clare King: squire@buttercrossbelles.com, tel: 0113 230
1494, or come along to join us at one of our practice nights in Sep-
tember, starting on Thursday 10th September.

Find out more at: www.buttercrossbelles.com

Otley’s Chamber Choir, The Chippendale Singers, celebrated its
25th anniversary in style with a concert at St. Mary’s Church Burley
on 16th May. The choir sang to a packed church under the baton
of musical director, Alex Woodrow and were accompanied by
Richard Wilson. £627 was donated to the Yorkshire Cancer Centre
based at St. James Hospital, Leeds.

The choir’s next event will take place on Saturday 17th October
at Otley Methodist Church when the choir will lead a ‘Come and
Sing’ Vivaldi’s Gloria. Registration will begin at 1.00pm with the
rehearsal at 1.30pm. There will be a short break for refreshments
and the performance will take place in the church around 4.00pm
when an audience will be very welcome. 

The cost to singers will be £8.00 and scores and refreshments will
be provided on the day. The cost to listen will be £4.00. 

More details about this event will be available nearer the time from
members of the choir and from the choir’s website:  
www.chippendalesingers.co.uk/gloria.html

Otley Brass Band recently presented
a concert for the Lions, with Otley
Mad Cow Explorers helping to serve
refreshments. An open garden took
place at a Lions’ home for the Lions
International Blood Research Appeal,
raising over £650.

The Lions (along with our mascot,
Chip) were at Otley Show and Otley
Carnival, along with a variety of games and stalls. Chip joined
Lions and the Town Mayor at the official opening of Lions Den at
Cross Green - a secure outdoor area to benefit various groups that
use the centre. The Mayor also attended our Changeover.

Thanks to all who have supported our Nepal Earthquake Appeal,
which has raised over £700. Our Immediate Past President’s year
drew to a close with a presentation to Yorkshire Air Ambulance of
a cheque for £10,000. The Charity Partnership with Sainsbury’s has
concluded with the Lions having received over £5,400. Otley Lions
Club wishes our successor good fortune this coming year.

OTLEY LIONS

The organisation provides a wide range of weekly activities
and every Tuesday (12:00 - 1:30pm) at the Over 60's Club on
Crossgate, a warm welcome greets local residents who join
us for a two course meal.

The cost of the meal is £3.50 which sees traditional British food
served piping hot. The lunch club has a great atmosphere and
everyone is made to feel welcome. Food is served to you at
your table and special requests are always understood and
acted upon, courteously. We love a chat and are happy to listen
and often find that once people start coming there are many
other things that we can do for them. 

If you would like to come please give us a call on 01943 463965.

Otley Action for Older People is a local charity that
supports people over the age of 60 years in Otley,
Pool in Wharfedale and Arthington. 

Otley Choir Support
Cancer Charity

This September Otley in Bloom will be working with schools and community
groups to plant snowdrops commemorating the centenary of the First World
War. Five thousand bulbs will be planted as a lasting legacy.

Chosen as a symbol of peace and hope, the snowdrops will flower in spring
2016, creating larger clumps every year. On sunny days the flowers, scented
with a honey-like perfume, are a source of nectar.

During the Crimean War (1853-1856) the purity of the snowdrop enchanted
soldiers heralding spring on the battlefield. Many survivors brought home bulbs
to plant in their gardens.

Snowdrops contain their own anti-freeze and were harvested during the First
World War to make anti-freeze for tanks.

If you’d like to be involved, or can think of a good place for some snowdrops,
please contact us on 01943 462390.



This year Otley Carnival’s beneficiaries were Martin House Hos-
pice, Otley Courthouse ‘Singing for the Brain’ and Pool-in-
Wharfedale Youth Club. The Otley Carnival Committee was
able to donate a total of £3,500 to these worthy local causes.

We are once again looking for beneficiaries for the upcoming
year. Each year we ask groups and local organisations to com-
plete a short application, available from Otley Core, the library
or request via email from Ann Steval on steval@btinternet.com.
Closing date for entries is 8th October.

Next year’s date for your diary, June 18th 2016. Help us make
the 33rd Otley Carnival bigger and better than ever! 

New Beneficiaries Search

MOSAIC COURSES
Learn a new skill and learn how to make beautiful original
works of art for your home and garden.

Courses run at riverside studio in Otley, for beginners and for
experienced mosaic-ers. You can come as an individual or
bookings for groups, at a time to suit you. 

You can come for a full day or a half day. Upcoming dates: 
• Thursday 17 September
• Sunday 20 September
• Sunday 11 October 
• Sunday 15 November
• Thursday 19 November
• Sunday 13 December

Regular Friday morning courses during term time, 10 – 12.30.
Come along for a coffee and a chat, and make something
beautiful at the same time! 

Mosaic-ing parties are an ideal birthday treat for creative kids
or adults. Gift vouchers are available.

Please contact me or see website for up to date details of
courses available.

I also make community mosaics, in schools and for community
groups. 

Contact: Frances Taylor 07984 424897
frances@bighooha.co.uk    www.bighooha.co.uk
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Sainsbury's support
local charities

Local Sainsbury's stores handed over cheques to three charities
that have been supported over the last year.  Sainsbury's Otley
supported Otley Lions and they received £5,416. Sainsbury's Local
at Yeadon supported Safe Haven and they were handed a cheque
for £756. Sainsbury's Rawdon supported Epilepsy Action and
were handed a cheque for £1,147.

For the first time, the three stores will combine to all support one
charity for 2015/2016 - the selected beneficiary is Otley Riding
for the Disabled. Store Managers, Paul Mitchell, Ben Donnachie
and Anil Patel said they were all looking forward to supporting
such a worthwhile local charity.

Voice Your Choice - project information sheet

Otley is an accredited Walkers are Welcome town and volunteers have developed, 

published and maintain over 100 miles of walking routes that either start or finish in 

Otley. Our next project is to produce a 45-page guidebook with maps and descriptions 

for a 28 mile circular walking route that starts and finishes in Otley, linking the Walkers 

are Welcome communities of Otley, Burley-in-Wharfedale and Baildon. The funding 

would support waymarks, design and publication of the Otley element of the walk.

Many visitors, young people and new residents are unaware of Otley’s rich agricultural 

and industrial heritage. This project proposes to install five detailed signboards that will 

tell the story of Otley. These storyboards would be located in key locations around the 

town and will feature Otley’s history in relation to: two agricultural farmers markets; 

the Buttercross; the importance of industries such as: printing, leather and woollen 

industries; plant hire; light and heavy engineering; biscuit and paper manufacture.

Take a moment to explore the hidden heritage of Otley. This project aims to create a 

guided walking trail through a journey of discovery, into the heart and the history of 

Otley. This walking trail would be available in a published leaflet with accompanying 

maps, past and present photographs and brief commentary to sites of interest and 

heritage in and around Otley.

Choose from the following 7 projects:

The breath taking and little known Beacon Hill on Otley Chevin is one of the highest 

points in the City of Leeds offering spectacular 360° views. This project would 

provide an access path and viewing platform, with a 360° plinth descriptor of the 

amazing views.

4. 

Photo courtesy of Otley Museum

Voice Your Choice - project information sheet

Hazelnuts, peaches, asparagus, figs and grapes are just a few examples of the 

wide variety of food plants that can be grown in our valley. Practically Green hopes 

to build a Community Garden at the Gallows Hill Nature Area to provide a well-used 

resource for Otley residents to see for themselves how easy it is to grow some food 

in your own back garden (no matter how small). The more fruit trees and bushes we 

can plant, the more there will be for people to pick (for free) for baking, making jam 

and even wine, for years to come. It is intended to erect a poly-tunnel so we can run 

(fruit-grafting, sowing and planting, etc) whatever the weather. For more details see 

www.practically-green-otley.co.uk

6. 

The Navvies Monument in Otley, on Church Lane, is an important Grade II listed 

memorial to all the Navvies who built the railways of the United Kingdom. A replica of 

the north portal of the Bramhope tunnel, the Navvies Monument also commemorates 

the 24 men who died in the construction of the tunnel. This project would repair and 

conserve the structure for posterity so that the people of Otley and visitors can enjoy 

the monument in the future.

7. 

Otley Skate Park is a centre for youth culture in Otley with skateboarding and wheeled 

sports increasingly growing in popularity. With increased numbers of users Otley skate 

park is in need of expansion to keep existing users engaged and inspire new users – 

in turn allowing a vital part of local youth culture to grow and flourish. This project is 

intended to install 3 new pieces of equipment (quarter pipe, fly off ramp, manual pad) 

to cater for increased demand and create a safe place for young people to ride.

Wharfedale Gardeners’ Group begin their 2015/16 season on
September 8th.  The group meet at the Otley Methodist
Church in Boroughgate at 7.30 pm on the second Tuesday of
the month from September to April, with December being the
Christmas party and May the plant auction.  Over the summer
the group runs trips to gardens.

New members are welcomed: for further information contact
the Membership Secretary, Thelma Harrison on 01132256405,
or come along to the first lecture. 

Membership is £12 for the year. Guest membership £3 for one
evening so come as a guest and see if you like us. 

Our first three lectures are as follows:

Sept 8: Tales from a Teeside Nursery by Malcolm Hockham
Horticulturalist for over 40 years and specialist in various types
of propogation, Malcolm demonstrates some useful gardening
techniques.

Oct 13: Dig for Victory by Ursula Buchan
Shedding light on the issues involved in her book “How
England’s Gardeners fought the Second World War”.

Nov 10: Curious and Curiouser by Heather Russell
Encouraging us to look more closely at plants, with some
macro-photography to illustrate her talk. 

www.wharfedalegardeners.co.uk

*Please provide your details below in order for your vote to be validated

Name:

Address:

Postcode:

Ballot Paper
To vote please: 
Score each project in order of preference.
Enter 7pts for your top vote (the one you like
most) down to 1 point (your least favourite).
***Please score every project***

Public Ballot
Voting Fri 4th - Mon 14th Sept

(closes at noon)

Help Us To Spend £10,000
7 Projects to Choose From

Simply score each project in order of preference
and return your paper to a ballot box found at the
following locations:
Otley Core Resource Centre
Otley Library
Otley Courthouse
Otley Action for Older People
All Saints Primary School
Ashfield Primary School
St Joseph’s Primary School
Westgate Primary School
The Wharton’s Primary School
Prince Henry’s Grammar School
Asda
Sainsbury’s
Waitrose
*Ballot papers are available at each of these locations.
Alternatively vote online at:
www.surveymonkey.com/r/voiceyourchoice2015 

Voice Your Choice 
2015-16



Oasis Relief raised £600 from its Buttercross market
stall held in early July. The following day we held a car
boot and raised a further £160! 

Oasis Relief aims to provide water, education and thus
instil hope in some of the poorest areas in Zambia.
We achieve this by raising money to sink boreholes and
supporting the ongoing development of three primary
schools.

The money raised in Otley will go a long way towards
sinking one borehole (the total cost is £1,200). We visit our projects every year and every penny we
raise goes directly to the cause. All administration and travel costs are paid for by ourselves.

Thank you so much to everyone for your generosity and interest.

For more information you can email: oasisrelief2108@gmail.com or telephone 01943 871778

With 52 walks and events, there’s been something for everyone. 
All the walks had interesting features – especially the cakes eaten and ale drunk! 

Thanks to: the great team of walk leaders who give their time and expertise voluntarily
for the Festival; our main financial sponsors - Chevin Trek, Otley Town Council, Leeds

City Council; and local businesses for their generous donations to the raffle. 

Planning for next year’s Walking Festival starts in October – 
if you want to get involved contact us at otleywalkingfestival@mail.com or the Festival

Office at Chevin Trek (01943 851166). 
Dates for your diary: 25 June – 3 July for Otley Walking Festival 2016.

Members of Otley Pub Club gathered in July
to celebrate the centenary of The Royalty, a
famous landmark pub on the top of Otley
Chevin.

Records show that it was a farmhouse in the
1870s, when it was owned by the Clapham family.
Confirmation of the premises being used as a
‘beerhouse’ is confirmed by a lease dated July
1915 and it only had a beer license until 1951
when the then licensee obtained a full license. In
more recent years the pub became popular for its
stunning views and with walkers and visitors to
the Chevin.  After a period of closure it reopened
in 2014 following substantial refurbishment. The
current licensee is Danny Walker and the pub is
regaining its former popularity. 

Otley Pub Club decided to mark the 100th anniversary
by having its July meeting and social there. 

Club Chairman Andy FitzGerald said, “Otley is
famous for its historic pubs but not many people
know that the Royalty has been going for a hundred
years and we wanted to celebrate the milestone

and congratulate the current operator for his efforts
in re-establishing its popularity.”

Danny Walker said, ”The whole of my team at the
Royalty are working hard to make a success of it
and put it on a firm footing for the future and
who knows, the next hundred years. I have a real
passion for great service and locally sourced quality
produce, whether it be meat we source from a
local butcher or the cask ales from around the
region.”

Otley Pub Club is an organisation created by local
pub supporters and local publicans. Free to join,
it is a way for Otley people to support their local
pubs and enjoy the wide selection of real ales and
for publicans to communicate with each other
and their customers. The club campaigns on
behalf of pubs where needed and organises
social events, runs a web site and publishes a
popular monthly newsletter and the successful
Ale Trail leaflet. For more information visit
www.otleypubclub.co.uk

OASIS RELIEF
Otley Skate Park users group hosted their annual
skate jam on July 4th at Wharfemeadows Park.
Local riders displayed their skills and won fantastic
prizes donated by local businesses including
Welcome Skate Store and 420 Skate Store. 

Denham Hill chair of the group said “I would
just like to say a big thank you to all those that
came along to support the day, as always it
was well attended and everyone had a great

time.” Sk8 Safe helped organise the event and
provided the PA. DJ UK School, based in Leeds,
sent some of their up and coming DJ’s along
to play. 

The group are now planning to raise funds to
expand the Wharfemeadows skate park so if
anyone would like to get involved call Sarah on
07973741454.

OTLEY SKATE JAM 2015

OTLEY PUB CLUB MARKS
CENTENARY OF FAMOUS PUB

Delegates from around the UK attending
the Association of Town & City Centre
Management Conference in Leeds took
time out to visit Otley in early July. The
group of town centre specialists were keen
to visit Otley, given Otley is the first Business
Improvement District (BID) market town in
West Yorkshire, but also to hear more
about the local initiatives we have been
working on over the last year.

Otley BID Chair, Steph Lee, led the town
centre visit along with BID Manager, Peter

Mudge. The group enjoyed the hospitality
of The Fleece whilst being welcomed by
Otley Chamber of Trade President, Tom
Hatley and Otley Courthouse Chair, David
Robson.

The town was looking its best in the sun-
shine and whilst the visitors enjoyed them-
selves many of them commented how
attractive Otley is.  The BID team hopes
that, as is common with such visits, this will
assist marketing to draw ever more coach
trips and shoppers to Otley. 

Otley BID 
Welcome to Otley

OTLEY WALKING FESTIVAL

Name:

Email:

These are the three things I would most like to change in my local NHS:

1.

2.

3.

Leeds North CCG is the NHS organisation
that makes sure local people receive the
health services they need, whether its hospital
care or services closer to home. 

We want to get it right and we would like to
hear from you on what you expect from your
local NHS.

We are holding a series of ‘Community
Voices’ events around north Leeds and at
each one, we will take a few minutes to tell

you about the work of the CCG, then, ask
you, the local community, for your views.

If you’d like to join us in Otley, please let us
know by filling in the form alongside and list
the three things you’d most like to change
in your local NHS so we can use them as
themes for our discussions with you.  If you’d
like any further information in the meantime,
please contact us at: 

leedsnorthccg@nhs.net or 0113 843 2900

NHS COMMUNITY VOICES EVENT
Friday 25th September 2015 @ Otley Courthouse 12.30-2.30

(following on from the World’s Biggest Coffee Morning in aid of Macmillan)
All welcome!

Once again, Otley Walking Festival has been absolutely fantastic!

SPONSORED BY OTLEY
TOWN COUNCIL 2015/16

Return to: Catherine Bowhill, Leafield House, 107 - 109 King Lane, Leeds, LS17 5BP 
or email catherine.bowhill@nhs.net



The morning of Otley Cycle Fest dawned with
heavy showers but a promise of drier weather
to come. By the time nearly 100 riders had
gathered at Weston Junior Football Club for
the start of eight different rides on offer, the
sun was shining. It remained blustery but for
many of the rides this provided a tailwind on
the return journey which is always gratefullly
received!

There were options ranging from a gentle
potter to Harewood to a 90 mile ride through
Nidderdale. Together with a mountain bike
ride, a ladies Breeze ride and a 5 mile ride
around Otley's lanes and paths there was a
ride for everyone and judging by the smiling
faces on return everyone thoroughly enjoyed
their morning activities.

The afternoon was spent socialising with a bar,
music (thank you DJ Brian), BBQ (beautifully
cooked by the guys from Sport Chevin) and
traditional games.

OTLEY TOWN COUNCIL MESSAGE BOARD

Cllr Philip Bye was installed as the new
Town Mayor of Otley in May 2015. Cllr
Bye has been an elected councillor for
9 years and is well known by many residents
as he works part-time in Sainsbury’s
Otley. Amongst his many interests Cllr
Bye is a member of Otley Squash Club
and he recently completed the Great
North Run on behalf of the Pancreatic
Cancer Research Fund, which is also the
Mayor’s Charity for 2015-2016.

He has lived in Otley for over 35 years
and is married to Susan, who will be his
consort during the Mayoral year. His
daughter Laura was born in Otley and attended school in the town and
following her graduation she is now a Primary School Teacher.

Cllr Bye is looking forward to a busy Mayoral year and meeting many of
the groups and organisations in Otley that makes the town such a thriving
community. He has already attended a number of engagements including:
opening of the new Quad buildings at Prince Henry’s Grammar School;
part of the Otley Carnival parade and the crowning of the new Carnival
Queen; guest at the Otley Cycle Race; opening of the new play area for
the Otley Children’s Centre at Cross Green supported by Otley Lions;
opening the Otley Arts Club exhibition at the Otley Courthouse; and,
attending a parade of Army cadets from across West Yorkshire.

Pancreatic Cancer Research Fund

The Mayor’s Charity for 2015-2016 is the Pancreatic Cancer Research
Fund. This is a charity very close to the Mayor’s heart as a close friend
has recently not recovered from the disease. Pancreatic Cancer Research
Fund is a national charity that is dedicated to supporting research to
improve diagnosis and treatment of pancreatic cancer. Pancreatic cancer
has the lowest survival rate of all cancers – with just 3% of those diag-
nosed surviving for 5 years. Each year around 8,800 people in the UK
are diagnosed with the disease. It is the fifth most common cause of
cancer death. If you would like more information on pancreatic cancer
please visit www.pcrf.org.uk

If you would like to invite the Town Mayor to attend your event please
contact the Mayor’s Secretary Tom Shortall on 01943 466335 or e-mail 
admin@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk 
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TOWN MAYOR’S NEWS

SOROPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL

Calling all budding footballers!  If you love football, are
keen to get a bit fitter and free on Tuesday evenings why
not come along and join us for a friendly kick about indoors
at Prince Henry’s Academy sports hall - 8 til 9 pm during
term times. 

Our friendly five a side football club has now been going
for over 10 years - we are a mixed age and ability group
(must be 18 or over) and we are keen to recruit new
members who want to play a bit of football once a week
in a friendly, relaxed environment.  

This year we hope to develop the social side of things a bit
more, with more regular pub and quiz nights.

There is no fee to join - all you need to bring is a bit of
enthusiasm, suitable shoes and clothing plus £4 a week for
subs or £2 for students.

For more information contact: 
Phil Gardner - 01943 464 587 Plr.sgardner1@tiscali.co.uk
Martin Ewing martinje@hotmail.co.uk or 
Steve Rimmer - 07533 418247

BriDge CHurCH
We have been busy at the Bridge Church with Teas on the Lawn on
Carnival Day when nearly £500 was raised towards our chosen charity
for this year and next - the Edge Project. The Heritage Boys concert
was equally successful in June and raised a similar amount. The
Brownies chipped in on July 7th with a tea and coffee evening which
netted £125. All together a very active summer.

We are now only a few weeks away from our Harvest Festival weekend.
On Saturday, October 10th our annual Harvest Supper will take place with
entertainment by John Wallis, a very versatile musician and comedian.
The following day our Festival of Thanksgiving service will commence
at 10.30am when we look to welcome as many members and friends
as possible - it is always a lovely service with harvest hymns that we
only sing once a year and thoroughly enjoy. After that we can get our
breath back and prepare for Christmas!

Otley Town Council are looking for local plum
bers

to provide support to our services. If you are 
inter-

ested please contact Karen Smith on 01943

466335 or email admin@otleytowncouncil.go
v.uk

Plumber needed

Otley Bellman
Otley Bellman Terry Ford 
came first at the Bridlington 
Summer Festival Town Crier 
Competition, held in June.  

Mayor’s Charities 
receive cheques

Police 
Drop-in

Police contact point at the Otley Core every Wednesday (11am - 12am) and Friday (2pm - 3pm)

At a meeting of Soroptimist International of Aireborough, this year’s
charity was agreed as the Alzheimer’s Society.

Members and friends recently visited Bletchley Park, the secret location
where Codebreakers broke seemingly impenetrable codes and ciphers
and where the world’s first electronic computers were installed and
operated. It was a fascinating day seeing where the codebreakers
worked, and the museum containing replicas of the code breaking
machines together with displays about double-agents and mis-information
about the D-Day invasion of the Normandy beaches.  It was also used
during the filming of “The Imitation Game” and some props and costumes
were on display.  Our thanks go to Anne Brown for arranging this
wonderful day out.

PRINCE HENRY’S NEWS
Student Cienna Wajsowicz Harrison has ignited a passion for camping
with her A Level coursework in honour of the 2nd Burley-in-
Wharfedale Guide Pack. 

Cienna, who regularly volunteers at the club, realised the need for a
lightweight, space saving fire pit when a lack of facilities at their head-
quarters had put a stop to some of the girl's activities. 

Cienna welded the supports for her fire pit in school, then devised a quick
and easy assembly system. Her designs wouldn't have left the page
without the support of Lee Marston, owner of a local metal cabinet
making business that not only donated materials for the project, but
also cut the frame to Cienna's design at their facilities in Yeadon. 

The girl guides then put Cienna's design to the test and celebrated
by firing up the pit to cook burgers and toast marshmallows. They are
now looking forward to future camping expeditions with their custom
made flat pack fire pit.

OTLEY CYCLE FEST

TUESDAY NIGHT
FOOTBALL AT
PRINCE HENRY’S Otley Choral Society will begin its new season with a open

rehearsal on 8th September when the choir will start work on
several new items for the next concert, ‘A night at the Opera’
on Saturday 14th November at Leeds Trinity University (an
evening for everyone to sing and enjoy all the most famous
and popular choral opera classics!)

Otley Choral Society was originally founded in 1943 and has
flourished since then working closely with Ilkley Choral
Society. No auditions are required; you just need to have a love
and enjoyment of singing - both men and women are always
welcome to join us.

Rehearsals are on held on Tuesday evenings at Newall Church
Hall 7.30-9.30pm.

For further information see our websitewww.otleychoral.org.uk

Otley Choral Society
goes to the Opera

!!!!

SPONSORED BY OTLEY
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ROOMS FOR HIREOtley Core Resource Centre has rooms, the exhibitionspace and community window available for hire. Shouldyou wish to enquire about any of our facilities or make abooking, please contact a member of the Core liaisonstaff on 01943 466335 or e-mail: admin@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk *Please note that charges may apply to your room booking.

GRANTS
Grants awarded this quarter:

• Otley Neighbourhood Watch (awarded £250)

• Grove Hill Bowling Club (awarded £250)

• Woolpack Music Studios (awarded £250)

• Otley Skate Park User Group (awarded £375)

• Otley Women Together (awarded £500)

If your group or organisation require
 grant support

from the Town Council, please cont
act Jason

Knowles for an application form on
 01943 466335

or email community@otleytownco
uncil.gov.uk

The Otley Core Resource Centre is a donation

point for the Otley Food Bank.  

Please help local people in crisis by donating 
items

of food which have a long shelf life.  

A shopping list is available at the collection p
oint.  

We thank you for your support.

OTLEY FOOD BANK

Keep your eyes peeled for the next stage of consultation for the
Neighbourhood Plan. Questionnaires will be dropping through your
door and will be available in various locations around town for your
comments on the Policy Intentions Document. 
Are we heading in the right direction? 

Are there areas of concern we have
missed? 

Don’t miss your opportunity to have
your say.

Buttercross Charity Stall Hire
The Buttercross in Market P

lace is available for hire, 

free of charge, to all charita
ble organisations on 

Fridays and Saturdays. Anyo
ne interested please

contact a member of the Co
re liaison staff on 

01943 466335 or email

admin@otleytowncouncil.go
v.uk

At the recent Town Counci
l Annual General Meeting

former Town Mayor Nigel G
ill presented cheques of

£894 to Otley Food Bank, B
ehind Closed Doors and

Otley Action for Older Peop
le. These organisations

were the beneficiaries of m
onies raised by the Mayor

during his year of office in 
2014-2015.
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CONTACTING YOUR COUNCILLORS

Back row left to right: Terry Ford (Bellman); Cllr Colin Campbell; Cllr Peter Brown; Cllr Douglas Robinson; Cllr Stephen Brown; Cllr Peter Jackson; Cllr Wayne
Green; Cllr Ray Georgeson (Chair); Cllr Mick Bradley; Cllr Paul Carter; Cllr Nigel Francis

Front row left to right: Cllr Linda Hoare; Cllr Jackie Brown; Cllr Wendy Brown; Cllr Mary Vickers; Cllr Philip Bye (Town Mayor); Suzanne Kidger (Executive
Officer); Cllr Ian Jackson (Deputy Town Mayor); Cllr Kate Whelan; Cllr Savanna Dabill; Cllr Ray Smith; Cllr Sylvia Thomson (apologies given)

Photograph by Winpenny Photography Otley •  All councillors work in a voluntary capacity

Peter Brown (Lib Dem) t: 07594396367
peter.brown@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

Wendy Brown (Lib Dem) t: 07983080029 
wendy.brown@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

Ian Jackson (Lib Dem)
ian.jackson@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

Peter Jackson (Lib Dem) t: 07979438284
peter.jackson@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

Sylvia Thomson (Lib Dem)
sylvia.thomson@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

ASHFIELD WARD

Paul Carter (Lib Dem)

paul.carter@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

Savanna Dabill (Lib Dem) t: 07704261249 
savanna.dabill@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

Linda Hoare (Lib Dem) t: 07947637687 
linda.hoare@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

Kate Whelan (Lib Dem)

kate.whelan@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

WEST CHEVIN WARD

PRINCE HENRY WARD
Philip Bye (Lib Dem) t: 01943 467199 
philip.bye@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

Colin Campbell (Lib Dem) t: 07973521547
colin.campbell@leeds.gov.uk

Mary Vickers (Lib Dem) t: 07889054242
mary.vickers@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

Mick Bradley (Green) t: 01943 467871 
mick.bradley@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

Nigel Francis (Ind) t: 01943 463467 
nigel.francis@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

RayGeorgeson (Lib Dem) t: 07711069433 
ray.georgeson@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk
Twitter: @RayGeorgeson

Ray Smith (Lib Dem) t: 07946800946 
ray.smith@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

DANEFIELD WARD

MANOR WARD

Jackie Brown (Lib Dem) t: 07908044596
jackie.brown@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

Stephen Brown (Lib Dem) t: 07908044596 
stephen.brown@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

Wayne Green (Lib Dem)
wayne.green@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

Douglas Robinson (Lib Dem) t: 07941582468
douglas.robinson@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

TOWN COUNCIL MEETINGS 
SEPTEMBER - NOVEMBER 2015

OTLEY MATTERS ARTICLES
To have your organisation or group included in
Otley Matters December Edition please contact

Jason Knowles for editorial dates on 
01943 466335 or email 

community@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

OTLEY 
ALLOTMENTS

NEWS
We are pleased to report progress on the
development of the unused piece of land,
which is part of the Whitebridge Allotment
Site, in to additional allotment plots.  As reported
in the last Otley Matters, David Wilson Homes,
have offered to undertake and fund this
development as part of their community
programme.  Plans have now been drawn up
and agreed and it is anticipated that the new
plots will be available in Autumn this year.

NOTICES
Plotholders please note it is your responsibility
to ensure that your plot is correctly numbered
and that it is maintained and worked up to the
required standard.   

Policy & Resources 14th Sept 2015
Full Council

Planning 21st Sept 2015
Audit

Trade & Tourism 28th Sept 2015

Environment & Sustainability 5th Oct 2015

Community Development 19th Oct 2015
Planning

Policy & Resources 16th Nov 2015
Full Council

All Town Council meetings are held at the Otley Core Resource
Centre, 11 Orchard Gate, Otley. All meetings usually commence
at 7pm but times are subject to change. 
Please check www.otleytowncouncil.gov.uk or the windows at
the Otley Core Resource Centre for meeting times. 

Members of the public are encouraged to attend.  

By prior arrangement with the Executive Officer members of the
public may arrange to address a Committee or council meeting
before it starts its agenda.

Please contact the Executive Officer on 01943 466335 or by
email eo@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk for further details. 

Please note that the Audit and Human Resources meetings are
not open to the public.

LEEDS CITY 
COUNCILLORS SURGERIES

To speak with Cllr Colin Campbell; 
Cllr Ryk Downes or Cllr Sandy Lay

Drop-in surgeries are held on:

First Saturday in the month at Otley Library 
(9.30 to 10.30am)
Third Saturday in the month at Yeadon Town
Hall (9.30 to 10.30am)

If inconvenient please ring to organise a meeting
on 07973521547 or email
colin.campbell@leeds.gov.uk

MP SURGERIES 

To speak with Greg Mulholland MP

Appointment - First Friday in the month Otley 
Library (4-5pm)

Drop-in - Third Saturday in the month at Otley
Sainsbury’s (11am to noon) and Morrison’s
Yeadon (12.30-1.30pm)

For a 10 minute appointment, 
contact the office on 01132266519 or
e-mail info@gregmulholland.org 


