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                         OTLEY TOWN COUNCIL                    Item 4 

ASSET MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 20th APRIL 2015 

REPORT SUBJECT: ALLOTMENTS 

REPORT BY: ALLOTMENT MANAGER, KAREN SMITH 
 

1. Purpose of the Report 
 

1.1. The purpose of the report is to advise Members of the Asset Management 
Committee about the general management of allotments.  

 
 

2. Allotments Overview 
 

2.1. Number of Allotment Plots 
 

Otley Town Council currently has 273 plots over 10 allotment sites (the table 
below shows the breakdown of plots by site).     

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2.2. Allotment Waiting List 

 
2.2.1. The allotment list has been reviewed with all members of the list being 

contacted and asked to confirm if they wished to remain on the list and 
whether their contact details were correct.  Anyone not replying by the 
27th March 2015 was informed that it would be assumed that they no 
longer wished to rent an Otley allotment and that their application would 
be removed from the waiting list. 
 

Allotment Site Number of 
Plots 

Burras House 54 

Cross Green 40 

Crossways 8 

Gallows Hill 11 

Ings Lane 15 

Myers Croft 16 

Station Road 19 

Tempest 47 

Todds 36 

Whitebridge 27 
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2.2.2. Following the waiting list review and the allocation of recent vacancies the 
waiting list is currently 51 applicants (down from 106 people on the 
waiting list in October 2014), many having expressed an interest in more 
than one allotment site. 
 

2.2.3. Out of the 51 applicants 2 have asked to be put on hold and 4 are only 
interested in a live stock or a particular plot therefore 45 are in a position, 
at the present time, to accept a plot if one was offered.  We have 3 offers 
outstanding and 3 vacancies due to come on line in the near future 
therefore the real waiting list figure is 39. 

 
2.2.4. The average number of active applicants on the waiting list per plot 

(adjusted to reflect the current vacancies ie 45 active applicants less 3 
offers and 3 vacancies) is 0.1429 (0.336 in October 2014) applicants per 
allotment plot (based on 273 plots). 

 

3. Allotment Working Group 
 

3.1. It was agreed that the last Allotment Working Group meeting would be 
cancelled until the decision regarding the new allotment land at Whitebridge 
was confirmed by David Wilson Homes as this decision had a direct implication 
on available budget for the agreed maintenance plans (see point 4). 
 

3.2. The next meeting of the Allotment Working Group will be scheduled for May to 
progress the maintenance plans. 

 
 

4. Land at Whitebridge Allotment Site 
 

4.1. A piece of land has been identified at Whitebridge which is part of the allotment 
site but is not currently set out or used as allotments. 
 

4.2. Contact was made with David Wilson Homes to ask if they would consider 
funding and undertaking the renovation of this piece of land creating new 
allotment plots as part of their community programme. 
 

4.3. Following discussions David Wilson Homes have confirmed that they are happy 
to fund this development and have agreed to plan and undertake the work. 
 

4.4. An initial site meeting was held in April with the project manager and a further 
meeting is scheduled for May to discuss the proposed plans. 

 

4.5. As part of the discussions with David Wilson homes it was agreed that the new 
allotment site would be called Garnett Wharfe Allotments and that once 
completed they will be officially opened by the Town Mayor and there will be 
full coverage in Otley Matters. 



W:\COMMITTEES 2014-2015\Asset Management\2015-04-20th\Item 4 Allotment Manager report 20th April 2015.doc3 

 

 

4.6. The number of allotments to be created on this site is currently being 
determined along with proposed plans being drawn up.  

 

5. Otley Disability Action Group Allotment Plot Ings Lane 
 

5.1. This allotment plot was created by ODAG and originally worked by members of 
the group. 
 

5.2. The group has been unable to attract people to work this plot and requests for 
help were advertised in the last two editions of Otley Matters with no success.  
In addition there has been a lot of unrest on this allotment site regarding the 
allocation and management of this plot. 
 

5.3. It has therefore been agreed with Cllr Neville Birch, the Chair of ODAG and Cllr 
John Eveleigh that this plot would be brought back under the management of 
Otley Town Council Allotment team and allocated to individual plot holders. 
 

5.4. The plot has been divided into two with one of the raised bed areas being 
allocated to an applicant with a disability and the remainder of the plot being 
allocated to an allotment holder who has health issues and has decided to 
transfer in to this plot, relinquishing their existing plot on Ings Lane. 
 

5.5. The shed and greenhouse on the site will be shared by the two plotholders and 
the informal arrangement with OAOP to share the shed will continue. 

 

6.   Retirement Discount for Allotment Holder  
 
6.1. As the committee will be aware the Council used to offer a discount to allotment 

holders when they reached the statutory retirement age.  This discount ceased 
with effect from 2012 with the exception that any plotholder currently enjoying 
the discount would continue to do so whilst ever they continued to rent their 
plot.  
 

6.2. I have received a letter from the Ings Lane Site Representative who has asked 
the committee to consider extending the retirement discount to Mr Ian 
Dalrymple who just missed out on qualifying for this discount before it was 
removed.  Mr Dalrymple has held his plot for nearly 40 years and he was advised 
by Mr Iain Plumtree, the previous Town Clerk, that this discount would be 
extended to him when he reached retirement age due to his length of tenure. 
 

6.3. The Committee is asked to approve Mr Dalrymple’s case on a special one off 
basis due to his length of tenure and the fact that he was advised by Mr 
Plumtree that he would qualify for the retirement discount. 
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7. Otley Children’s Centre 
 

7.1. The Council have received a request from Donna-Marie Hargrave, Family 
Outreach Worker at Otley Children’s Centre asking if an allotment plot could be 
allocated on a trial basis for a group of adults and their young children. 
 

7.2. The reason for the request is that this group have recently undertaken an 8 
week Henry Course (Health Eating and Nutrition for the Really Young) and are 
keen to continue as a group and undertake a related project. 
 

7.3. Ms Hargrave feels that digging an allotment and growing their own healthy food 
would be an ideal project to extend the groups learning which will benefit 
themselves and their families. 
 

7.4. The plot identified for this trial is number 33 on the Tempest site.  This plot is 
ideal in that it is vacant and not far from Ms Hargrave’s own plot and she would 
therefore be able to oversee the work and offer input to the group. 
 

7.5. The Committee are asked to approve the allocation of plot 33 Tempest site to 
Otley Children’s Centre for the Henry Course Group, on a trial basis, free of 
charge, until the start of the end of the rental cycle ending 31st December 2015, 
following which the situation will be reviewed. 

 
8. Legal Aspects and Financial Implications 

 
8.1. The Council is empowered to manage allotments and to provide the same. 
 
8.2. There are financial implications relating to: 

 
8.2.1. The cost of granting the retirement discount to Mr Dalrymple will result 

in a revenue reduction of £34.25 per annum. 
 

8.2.2. The cost of letting plot 33 to Otley Children’s Community centre will 
result in a revenue reduction of £63.21 per annum. 

 
9. Sustainability 

 
9.1. The provision of allotments is compliant with Aalborg. 

 
10. Recommendations 
 

10.1. It is recommended that: 
 

10.1.1. Mr Dalrymple of plot 8 Ings Site be treated as a special case and given 
the Retirement person discount on the basis that the previous Town 
Clerk had verbally agreed this. 
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10.1.2. The committee approve the allocation of plot 33 Tempest Site to the 
Otley Children’s Centre on a trial basis to be reviewed on 31st 
December 2015. 
 

10.1.3. It is noted that David Wilson Homes has agreed to fund and undertake 
the work on the spare land at Whitebridge allotments to create a new 
site to be called Garnett Wharfe Allotments. 
 

10.1.4. It is noted that plot 6b on Ings Site that was allocated to ODAG is to be 
reallocated on an individual basis to two people with health issues.   

 
 


