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1. Purpose of Report 

1.1 To provide Members with an update on progress with the Wharfedale Greenway project 

and potential future commitment from Otley Town Council. 

 

2. Background 

2.1 The Wharfedale Greenway is intended to be a new attractive and convenient traffic-free 
green route for everyday and recreational journeys of every kind, be it by foot or bicycle. 
The greenway would link the communities of Otley, Pool-in-Wharfedale, Burley-in-
Wharfedale and Menston along the route of the former railway line. 

2.2 Otley Town Council are working in partnership with the parish councils in these areas, as 
well as Leeds and Bradford Councils and sustainable transport charity Sustrans to deliver 
this project. 

2.3 Sustrans carried out a feasibility study into the project, on behalf of Otley Town Council 

and the parish councils. Local residents had the opportunity to scrutinise the plans last 

summer when a public consultation was carried out. Those who attended the touring 

exhibition were overwhelmingly in favour of the project.  

2.4 Sustrans have now commenced discussions to seek agreements with landowners along 

the proposed route along the old Wharfedale railway line. This is the next stage in the long-

running bid to create the greenway. 

2.5 To deliver this project, timescales are uncertain, given the land agreements and 

negotiations, planning applications, funding and physical work requirements – however, it is 

likely that this project will require a long-term financial and physical resource commitment 

from all partners to come to fruition. 

  



3. Legal and Financial implications 

3.1 There are no immediate legal implications arising from this report. A £3k contribution 

towards costs has been set aside in the 2015/16 budget agreed at January's budget setting 

meeting. 

 

4. Recommendations 

4.1 Members are asked to note the content of this report and approve delegated authority 

to the Executive Officer to spend any budget, if required, up to £3k over the period April 1st 

to May 31st 2015.  


