
 

Agenda item No.6 

Otley Town Council 

Environment & Sustainability Committee 

Date: 9 March 2015 

Subject: Railway Footpath back of Bradford Road 

Report by: Chair of Committee 

1.Purpose of Report 

1.1 To update members of work carried out on this stretch of footpath and related matters. 

2. Background 

2.1 Chair joined volunteers from Open Country on several occasions last year to carry out 

routine maintenance works along the path back of Bradford Road, Otley. We cut back tree 

and shrub foliage along the route to make passage easier for walkers, and we cleared 

sections of the ditches running on the south side of the path which become clogged up with 

leaves, twigs and mud over time. The mud/other debris from ditches is placed at the side of 

the ditch to form a protective mound or bund, helping to keep overland water in the ditches 

and flowing away to culverts.  

2.2 After one work session in November, Chair was contacted by a Bradford Road resident 

who felt that the work we were doing in clearing ditches was having an adverse effect on his 

elderly, very frail neighbour's property where water could be seen running down a section 

of her garden towards the house. Chair asked LCC Flood Risk Management Team to 

investigate. 

2.3  Following a site visit, the officer from the Flood Risk team said he judged the 

maintenance work on clearing ditches to have been beneficial and was not in his opinion 

related to the problem described by resident. The officer did find a lateral drainage 

connection  south to north of the path which he felt might be directing water towards 

properties on Bradford Road- he described it as ' part of the unknown/uncharted relic 

railway drainage system' along this path. 

2.4 The lateral drainage referred to above was 'stopped off ' through works authorised by 

the Flood Risk officer and the ditching work done recently in that area was re-inforced by 

deeper, mechanical digging organised by the officer though as yet to no effect on the 

resident's running water problem, investigations of the cause of which continue. 

 



 

3. Legal and Financial implications. 

There are no immediate legal or financial implication arising from this report. 

4.Recommendations 

4.1 Members are asked to note the contents of this report. 

  


