
 

Agenda item No.4 

Otley Town Council 

Environment & Sustainability Committee 

Date: 9 March 2015 

Subject: Update report on Gallows Hill 

Report by: Chair of Committee 

1. Purpose of Report 

1.1 To update members on maintenance works carried out and planned for the Gallows Hill 

nature area site. 

2.Background 

2.1 Regular work sessions on site have continued involving Open Country members, Friends 

of Gallows Hill volunteers and town councillors and Community Development Officer. Tasks 

have included litter clearing particularly around the car park area, work to clear away long 

standing piles of logs stacked around the meadow area in front of the car park (task to be 

finished shortly) training on and carrying out some hedge laying in part of the plantation 

designated as area A. More work sessions have been organised for Tuesdays 10 and 17 

March starting at 10.30am in each case. 

2.2 The benefits of hedge laying include ensuring that the hedges do not become sizeable 

trees in the wrong places, they become denser hedges that provide cover and food eg 

flowers and berries for birds, insects and other invertebrates, the hedge laying process can 

be repeated every 10 years or so making this a very sustainable process. 

2.3 More work on hedge laying is needed around area A and in other parts of the site but 

can and should be done gradually, in rotation, so as to always leave sufficient cover for 

wildlife around the site. And that rotational process allows us to coppice hazel trees in the 

plantation and use the coppiced wood as stakes to support the laid hedging, no need to buy 

machine produced stakes, creates a more natural looking fence. 

2.4 Members of the Gallows Hill Steering Group met with a City Council forestry officer on 

site on 16 December. We looked with him at the tree plantations and the riverbank in 

particular and he advised us about thinning out and ring barking within the plantations 

which are now fairly dense with trees planted closely together in 1992. He was happy that 

no trees on the riverbank presented a danger to the public but advised that an annual check 

be done by a qualified person and the results be held by the town council. 



2.5 The forestry officer advised we look at whether a felling licence might be needed from 

the Forestry Commission at any point and also suggested we look at the Countryside 

Stewardship Scheme on the DEFRA website that comes in this year and might provide some 

funding help for sites like this. On the same day we looked at and identified the locations for 

6 spurs, areas of interest around the site, the construction of which would be included in the 

tendering for the renovation of the paths and car park.  

2.6 A very professional job of organising a tendering process for the renovation of the paths 

and car park was undertaken by the Community Development Officer and the Executive 

Officer. The resulting tenders were discussed at Audit Committee on 23February when, 

subject to evidence of the necessary insurance and training certificates being produced, the 

contract will be awarded to Ben Whitehead of Skipton. We are hopeful  that work will begin 

soon, it has to be completed by 22 June, no work to be done in the pond area between 23 

Match and 1 May due to toad breeding season. The price for works included a sum for 

maintenance of the works for a period of 24 months from completion. 

3. Legal and financial implications 

3.1 The tendering process spells out clearly the legal implications involved and the cost of 

works are clear and will be met from funds set aside for this from the sale of land at 

Riverdale Road. 

4.Recommendations 

4.1 Members are asked to note the contents of this report and to approve actions taken and 

proposed. 

  

 

 


