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1. PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 

 

The purpose of the Report is to advise Members on the issues with which the 

Community Development Officer has been dealing in relation to Community 

Development matters. 

 

 

2. COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT OFFICER’s ACTIVITIES (OCTOBER-JANUARY) 

The October to January period has been a very busy period for the Town Council and 

the CDO. 

The CDO organised with the Otley Courthouse the premiere of the Day Le Tour Came 

to Otley film night, attended by over 200 people. The CDO subsequently edited a 

book of the event in Otley. This book was produced prior to Christmas and the CDO 

attended the Otley Farmers Market in December to promote and retail the book. 

The CDO organised the Otley Christmas Lights switch-on held on Monday 1st 

December. The CDO would like to express his thanks to all those individuals and 

organisations who were involved in this successful event. 

The CDO, alongside the Executive Officer, arranged and oversaw the unveiling of two 

successful Voice Your Choice projects: the Otley Gateway Drystone Wall on the 

A660 and the Otley Heritage Mosaic in Tittybottle Park.  

The CDO has been working with Leeds City Council on the delivery of a Tour de 

France legacy project which will see the introduction of new cycle stands around 

Otley and the Voice Your Choice winning project on new cycling signage.    



The CDO has worked with and assisted Otley Museum on the World War I 

Remembrance exhibition held in the Otley Core up to November. 

The CDO has attended meetings, alongside councillors, SUSTRANS, officers and 

councillors of Leeds and Bradford, parish clerks and councillors from Pool-in-

Wharfedale, Menston and Burley-in-Wharfedale with regards to progressing the 

Wharfedale Greenway project.  

The CDO, alongside Open Country and Friends of Gallows Hill, has carried out 

maintenance work on the Gallows Hill Nature Area. The CDO has produced the brief 

to tender works on the car park and footpaths on the Gallows Hill site. 

The CDO has attended a meeting, alongside councillors, with regards to the 

proposed Traffic Impact assessment commission. 

The CDO has been working on writing a consultation statement from the 

Neighbourhood Plan questionnaire and will continue to work closely with the 

Executive Officer to progress the plan.  

The CDO has been working to assist Karen Smith on providing information and input 

into the development of the new Otley Town Council website. 

The CDO keeps a daily watching brief on the Town Council’s social media platforms 

and sends out messages and tweets when required.  

The CDO attended the formal unveiling of the Otley Tapestry, formerly in storage in 

the Mechanic’s Institute and now re-housed and hung on the wall of the Robing 

Room in the Otley Courthouse. 

The CDO attended the inaugural Community Christmas Fayre at the Otley Children’s 

Centre and the Otley Christmas Tree Festival in the Parish Church during December. 

The CDO has attended face-to-face meetings with the following people: Joanne 

Stapleton (Otley Stepping Stones), Ann Ridgway (Otley Brass Band), Simon Raybould 

(Cambrig Computers), Ges Solway (Otley Neighbourhood Watch), Sarah Agar 

Brennan (Sk8 Safe). 

The CDO has worked with the editorial committee to produce the December edition 

(No.70) of Otley Matters. The CDO attended the reading of Otley Matters for Talking 

Newspapers. 

The CDO submitted his Certificate in Local Council Administration portfolio and has 

received confirmation that he has successfully passed. 

Over the coming months the CDO will continue to meet and work with the 

community groups and organisations in Otley. The CDO will be assist on the delivery 



of the Tour de Yorkshire event in May. The CDO will be working on producing the 

Benches Review. The CDO will continue to work on plans for the Wharfedale 

Greenway. The CDO will be working on the delivery of the Gallows Hill Restoration 

scheme. The CDO will be working with the editorial committee to produce the March 

edition (No.71) of Otley Matters. The CDO will be working closely with the Executive 

Officer to progress the Neighbourhood Plan. The CDO will be working on the 

preparation of the 2015-16 Voice Your Choice initiative. 

  

3. LEGAL ASPECTS AND FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

 

The Council is empowered to provide information concerning the services and 

facilities available in the area provided by Otley Town Council, other public 

authorities or charities and other voluntary organisations under S142 (1) Local 

Government Act 1972 and may appoint other such Council staff as it deems 

necessary under S112 of the same Act. 

 

There are no financial applications to this report. 

 

4. SUSTAINABILITY 

 

The Community Development Officer’s role is to develop and involve the community 

so that they work more closely together which is sound and compliant with the 

Aalborg Charter. 

 

5. RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

It is recommended that the Committee note the contents of this report. 


