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Sunday 11th December 2011 12 noon – 6pm
The 26th Otley Victorian Fayre

The highly successful Victorian Fayre will be back for its 26th year on Sunday
December 11th. In 2010 we took a challenging decision to move the Fayre from
its traditional home of Friday evening to daytime on a Sunday and increase the
time it ran from 3 to 6 hours.  There was plenty of trepidation; would it work as
well, would the crowds attend?  The short answer is yes.  The crowds increased to
an estimated 16,500 and the atmosphere was truly family orientated.

One important break away from past years
was that we moved all the stalls out of the
Market Place and replaced them with family
entertainment. This will happen again this
year.  On the stage, singing carols will be adult
choirs as well as many of our local school children.
The 2011 Fayre brings back the ever popular
reindeer and this year children will be able
to have their photographs taken with them.
Father Christmas will be in attendance at the
Lions grotto on Mercury Row.

We have a host of street entertainment on
offer…street organs, donkeys, Morris dancing,
stilt walking, Punch and Judy, Traditional Mum-
mers as well as over 85 stalls offering a wide va-
riety of gorgeous things to buy and taste. 

Otley Pub Club has arranged a very special walk
to link with the Victorian theme. Meet at the
Junction pub at 6pm on Saturday 10th Decem-
ber for an "informative perambulatory dis-
course" (or some Victorian verbosity) taking in
the history of an Otley family and pubs past
and extinct finishing at the Fleece.

More local shops than ever are taking part in
our window competition, the theme of which
is ‘Pantomime’. 1st, 2nd and 3rd prizes will be
awarded. Our local pubs will be entering into
the spirit of the Victorian theme with their own
competition to win the ‘Alehouse Award’.  The
“ Spirit of the Fayre”  is awarded to the busi-
ness deemed to have embodied both the spirit

of the fayre and the Christmas season.
Independent judging will take place
between Monday 5th and Friday 9th
December with the winners being notified
on the day of the fayre. Have a wander
around town and see which one you like 
the best.

There is a £200 cash prize draw in this year’s
programme which will be on sale at over
thirty outlets around the town. Please buy
one and support the Fayre. 

We would like to thank the innumerable
people who have helped us to stage this
year’s Fayre. In particular our thanks go to The
Black Horse for allowing us to use their Stable
Yard, Wise Electrical for providing us with two
way radios, Shoecraft for engraving our trophies,
Otley Town Council, Otley Chamber of Trade
and Otley Town Partnership.

One final note...the fayre is organised, in its
entirety, by a small team of volunteers. We are
not professionals; the common thread that
joins us is a love for our beautiful town of
Otley. In these difficult economic times our
town, and its businesses, needs everyone’s
support. Come along, dust of your Victorian
Costumes and experience the Victorian Fayre,
it will be fabulous day out for all the family. If
you require further information please contact
our Chair, Steph Lee on 01943 461115 or e mail
at steph.lee7@talktalk.net

Your chance to win  
"Capital Punishments – 
Crime and Conditions in 

Victorian Times"
Answer the following question:

Where in Otley can you visit an 
original Victorian Police Cell?

Written answers including your name and 
address to;

Artamis, 20-24 Westgate LS21 3AS
by December 11th.

The winner will be notified by post no later than
the 16th December

Competition



Church Christmas Tree Festival
In association with All Saints Parish Church,
Otley Chamber of Trade’s ‘Light Up Otley
For Christmas’ team is planning a Christmas
Tree Festival to add to the town’s calendar
of events. 

Thirty trees will be installed by the Chamber within the

Kirkgate church building and thirty charities and community

groups have been invited to decorate a tree each, with the

public invited to view them on the afternoons and early

evenings of 14th,  15th, 16th and 17th December.

President Brian King said, “recognising that public funds

for municipal decorations are in short supply the Chamber

of Trade has been hard at work fundraising all year to

increase our involvement in lighting up the town to

add to the Town Council’s own display. A twinkling

Otley makes for a better place to visit and do a spot of

Christmas shopping for tourists, visitors and locals alike.

We hope that the new event at the church will grow

year on year and enhance Otley’s appeal as a town

worth visiting, especially around the festive season and

also raise money for charity and support one of our

lovely and historic churches”.

For more information please contact Tim Wilkinson,

01943 850836

Our slide shows to groups during the summer and on Heritage Open
Days in September proved very popular.

If your group would like to see selections from our extensive
photographic archive please contact us.  Presentations can be
tailored to your interests.

For further information or to arrange a date telephone Stuart
Pickersgill or Meryl Auty during Museum opening hours on 01943
468181 or email otleymuseum@btconnect.com

Opening hours:  Monday, Tuesday & Friday 9.15 – 12.15

Individual researchers can visit the museum by appointment. 

MAKE A DIFFERENCE 
IN AUTUMN 2011

Leeds is always changing, and it’s important that Leeds City Council, the NHS and other
organisations that provide the services you use understand what that means to you.  

We are setting up a new citizens’ panel, a chance for thousands of Leeds residents
aged 18 or over to have their say on local issues. On the panel, you’ll be sent regular
surveys, or occasionally be invited to meet other panel members to talk about local is-
sues. We’ll cover what it’s like where you live, what you think of council services or the
NHS, Police and Fire service. 

We all make better decisions when we work together. So, if you can spare a couple of
hours over a year, we’d love to hear from you. To discover more or to let us know you
are interested, visit www.leeds.gov.uk/citizenspanel, email citizenspanel@leeds.gov.uk
or leave us a message on 0113 247 4610.

Otley Action 
for Older People

The staff, Management Committee, volun-
teers and members of Otley Action for Older
People were delighted to hear that the work
of one of their longstanding, hardworking
volunteers had been recognised by Pool
Parish Council. Margaret Plasting has been a
volunteer and Management Committee
member with Otley Action for Older People
for over ten years and in that  time she has
made a substantial contribution to the or-
ganisation offering help and support in a
number of ways. Margaret helps every Mon-
day at the Weston Lane Monday group and
Tuesday and Wednesday   at the lunch clubs
in Otley and Pool. On Thursday she both at-
tends and supports the Tai Chi class in Otley.
In addition she is a member of the Sub-Social
committee and helps with one off events and
fundraising activities.  She is also a volunteer

at Otley Museum and has been for many years and is a member of Pool History Group.
Margaret is known for her wicked sense of humour and her kindness and care towards
the people she supports.

Margaret was bestowed with the title of Honorary Citizen of the year 2011 by the Lord
Mayor of Leeds at a ceremony at Pool Parish Church on Sunday the 23rd October 2011

OTLEY WORD FEAST
Another First For Otley
Thanks to Otley Town Council, who awarded us our first grant, there will be a
‘word feast’ in Otley on Friday 9th and Saturday 10th March, 2012.

What is a ‘Word Feast’? It will be a celebration of the written and spoken word for the
whole community.

There will be writing workshops for people of all ages, some of them led by professionals.
So whether you are a school student or an elder in your eighties, if you want to write,
there will be a writing workshop for you.  If, on the other hand, you would like to
perform, then come to our ‘word Conga’.

Writing competitions are also available for all, and winners will be announced over a
supper at the ‘Word Feast’ weekend. 

For those who want to just sit back and enjoy other people’s performances, you should
come and listen to our competition winners read out their work, on the Friday, or to the
professional performance poet who will provide the grand finale to this event on the
Saturday night.

Local resident Avril Suddaby said ‘this is a welcome addition to Otley’s vibrant cultural
scene’. So watch out for more details of this unique local event, which the small local
planning group intend to turn into an annual affair like the cycle race, beer festival,
folk festival, and all the other varied celebrations that Otley offers to local residents
and visitors.

For more information, or to get involved, e-mail blah@otleywordfeast.org.uk, or phone
our publicity officer on 01943 465542.

OTLEY MUSEUM 
WHERE IS THIS?   

WHEN WAS IT TAKEN?
LOOK BACK ON THE OTLEY OF 

YOUR YOUTH – OR BEFORE

ART STARS
Children aged 6 to 12 are welcome to attend Art Stars sessions at the Otley Courthouse

every Saturday morning during term time.

All sorts of art and craft activities are held from 10am to 12noon and the cost is £5 per

session. Booking is advisable.

Sessions for the rest of the year will be held on November 5, 12, 26 and December 3

and 10. There is no session on November 19.

For more information, contact the Courthouse on 01943 467466.



One Direction Visit Prince
Henry’s Grammar School

Ghost and ghouls don't
scare scouts!  

Well not Otley Parish Scouts
Otley Parish Scouts had their own ghost walk and Halloween Camp this weekend
(29th/30th October).  The scouts started their camp with a Halloween inspired orienteering
course in Danfield Woods above
Otley, finishing with a late night
ghost walk around Otley centre,
being told tales of Oliver
Cromwell’s ghosts, THE BLACK
PLAGUE and scary things that go
bump in the night. 

The Messy Pumpkin carving
challenge created some truly
masterful scary faces which lit
the scouts sleeping area till the
early hours.

Asset, liability or just 
a damp squib?

I recently attended an event at the recently renovated Keighley Central Hall.
The title of the event was, “Asset Transfer: more than bricks and mortar”. It was
a well attended event including representatives of organisations in Leeds which
are currently involved in community asset transfer. Keighley Central Hall is an
excellent example of a successful partnership between a local authority and a
well established voluntary organisation.

However, not all asset transfer is like that example of good practice! Let me just clarify
what a community asset might be: a building; land; financial assets; legacy assets; com-
munity business assets; intellectual assets or human assets. Now imagine that a local
authority is negotiating the transfer of a building that is used as a library. If only the
building is being transferred to a voluntary organisation then what happens about the
other assets involved in managing a library? Obvious examples are
•   Future acquisition of library stock
•   Future professional librarian support
•   Software to run systems and maintain library membership lists etc
•   Income from the local authority
•   Sharing of backroom and specialist services

So, if a voluntary organisation is not careful they could end up with an incomplete asset
transfer! Yes, they might get a building but if that is all that is on offer then the volun-
tary organisation needs to do a lot more negotiation to make sure that they are taking
on an asset not a liability!

Any voluntary organisation involved in community asset transfer should be taking in-
dependent advice from an organisation such as the National Federation of Community
Organisations better known as Community Matters. Also, an organisation may need
the support of other professionals such as solicitors, architects and surveyors. 

In the first instance any voluntary organisation considering taking on a community asset
are very welcome to contact me for preliminary advice and signposting to relevant spe-
cialist organisations that may be able to help.

Kathy Faulks
Small Groups Development Worker
Voluntary Action-Leeds (0113 297 7943)

Chart-topping boyband ‘One Direction’
surprised students at Prince Henry’s when
they made an appearance during a year 9
presentation. The group, who were formed
during the last series of ‘The X-Factor’,
visited the school to present one student,
Danielle Bailey, with a ‘Pride of Britain’
award.

Staff  were sworn to secrecy to avoid any leaks of
the information and military precision timing was
required to ensure the arrival and departure of the
group caused minimum disruption to lessons and
ensured the band members were not mobbed by
adoring fans. The group were hidden away in an
office whilst students were settled into the hall ready
for what they thought would be a presentation on
earthquake disaster relief. 

As the presentation was due to begin the curtains on
the stage were pulled back to reveal Harry, Liam, Niall,
Louis and Zayn much to the delight of the students

present in the hall. The boy band had visited the
school to inform Danielle that she had been awarded
a ‘Pride of Britain’ Award and would be going to
the star-studded event in London. The group then
remained in school to pose for photographs and talk
to students.

Stephen Clarkson, KS3 Progress Leader, said “It was
difficult to keep their visit a secret, but was vital as
we wanted to surprise, not just Danielle, but the
whole year group. The screams that greeted their
arrival were ear-piercing and there were more than a
few tears of joy as students saw their idols close up!
Danielle is a very deserving winner of the ‘Pride of
Britain’ Award – she is an inspiration to so many staff
and other students. We were delighted to be able to
facilitate the awarding of the prize. Thankfully, the
groups visit passed smoothly and everyone went
away with many happy memories of their visit.”

The show was broadcasted on ITV1 on 5th October
2011.

Otley Ballroom 
& Latin Dancing

Always wanted to dance? Maybe you would like to learn for your first
dance at a wedding or some other special occasion?  Or you would
just like to learn for fun, to keep fit or to meet new people?

A new Ballroom, Latin American, Sequence, Rock n’ Roll and Salsa class is starting in Otley for
beginners in the New Year. Run by a professionally qualified dance instructor, the classes are held
at Weston Lane Social Club (with a fully licensed bar available).    

Learn to dance in a fun and friendly atmosphere. Walk in…Dance out!
Requests for private tuition can also be accommodated

For further details contact Jason or Janet on 01943 462344

The Courthouse has some fantastic music events this December – particularly
for anyone dreading the never-ending cycle of Christmas music.

First up is Nigel John on December 4th, with his remarkable Elton John tribute act.
Singing all his greatest hits, Nigel is the UK’s leading Elton tribute act, sharing
everything from voice and looks to mannerisms and outfits!

If you’ve survived a couple of weeks of carolling, reward yourself with the Hall
Brothers on December 17th.  They’ll be wowing the Courthouse with their melodic
folk-rock. This is the band’s 20th Anniversary gig, complete with plenty of special
guest performers who’ve inspired them along the way.

But if it’s a Christmas treat you’re after – we’ve got that too: check out Badapple
Theatre (who brought us Land Girls of Yorkshire in 2010) and their take on Dickens’
classic in A Yorkshire Christmas Carol, or a family treat with Toy Story 3... 
All the details are at www.otleycourthouse.org.uk. 



QUARRYING
ON THE CHEVIN

Since the foundation in 1961, thousands of children have attended the
school. Established by Carol age 17yrs a qualified Ballet Teacher
(A.I.D.M.A.) further qualifications in theatre dance were achieved. 

Over the years the School  performed shows  raising vast amounts
for charities including Otley Hospital Fund. Took part in ITV's Junior
Showtime, Guest Appearances at Leeds Playhouse,York Opera House
and 10 years in Otley Pantomimes amongst other activities.

Pupils have been successful in many fields because of the discipline
required in Ballet.  From the beginning excellent examination results
have been, and still are achieved. Some pupils qualified to become
Teachers themselves.
Throughout the years pupils auditioned for prestigious Ballet and
Theatre Schools continuing their training, also Northern Ballet and RBS
schemes .

Mrs Newbould's daughter Philippa was a Soloist/Principal for 12yrs with
a Swiss Ballet Company and Mrs N developped connections with the
Company, thus European Ballet was introduced to Newall Ballet School.

Photograph of Lewis Turner and Amelia Jessop 
Lewis is attending Northern Ballet Scheme (C.A.T.) and Amelia,
Associate in Leeds Northern Ballet Academy.

Newall School of Ballet

Now the Summer is but a distant memory, Otley
Camera Club is back in the swing of its new club
season. To open the season, the club hosted its
66th Annual Exhibition of members’ work in the
Courthouse in Otley.  

The pictures were hung for the whole of September
and included a range of subjects such as Landscape
and Portrait as well as natural history and Pictorial. The
exhibition was judged by Grahame Gage, who will be
visiting the club to provide feedback on the exhibition.
Trevor Davey won best print in Exhibition with ‘Blue-
bells in Middleton Woods’. Other prizes were awarded
for Best Home produced print (T Davey), best profes-
sionally produced print (M Holwill) and best mono-
chrome print (R Dickenson).  

The club are now meeting regularly after the summer
break. If you would like to join us meetings are held
from 7.15 in Language Class 2 of Prince Henry’s
School, Otley.
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The Chevin is the site of several quarries from which
stone was hewn to build our town. Over the years,
probably from Roman times and even before, blocks
of hard Millstone Grit were split from the hillside for
building materials. 

Some of the quarries were named -Yorkgate, East
Chevin (Pelstone), Dib and Pool Bank, but there are
many smaller quarries which will have provided stone
for Otley buildings. Vertical air photos show track-
ways that were used to transport the stone off the
hillside.

So when you’re next on The Chevin - look out for the
old rock faces and trackways. See what names are
carved on the top of Pelstone quarry (some were of
quarrymen).

Through the Chevin Through Time project, amongst
other things, we are researching the quarrying ac-
tivity on the Chevin. Do you have any memories or in-
formation for us? 

Have a look at our website, where you can also contact
us: http://chevinforest.co.uk/chevin-through-time/
A new website is currently under construction for Pool
Bank quarries: www.poolquarries.net23.net
Penny Redwood

Otley 
Ladies 

Hospital Group
The Annual General Meeting of the Otley Ladies Hospital
Group was held recently at Wharfedale Hospital.

It had been a very sad year for members owing to the deaths
the Chairman, Mrs. June Galling and Committee Member
Mrs. Liz Bryden.  Both would be greatly missed.

June joined the Otley Ladies Hospital Group in 1992, had been
Chairman for 14 years and had been an inspirational leader.
Together with her husband Roy, she had represented the
Group over many years at the Otley Civic Service, the
Remembrance Day Service and on many other occasions. 

Liz Bryden, had also joined the Group in the early 90s, being
involved in all the Group’s activities. 

Vice Chairman, Mrs. Margaret Mudd, had taken over as Chair-
man until the A.G.M. when she was elected into the position.

Other Officers elected were : 
Vice Chairman : Mrs. June Lister, 
Secretary : Mrs. Sylvia Garthwaite, 
Treasurer : Mrs. Janet Kitching, 
Assistant Treasurer : Mrs. Audrey Jukes, 
Committee Member : Mrs. Jennifer Dyson.

After 60 years, the Group still continues to raise funds to provide
extra comforts and amenities for patients in Wharfedale Hospital.

In Pool in Wharfedale we are on a mission to
get Arthington Station reopened.  It is not
just to improve our quality of lives by enabling
people to ditch the car.  It goes further than
that it’s also about bringing some much needed
business back to the area in the process.

Opening any new station or reopening an old one is
by no means an easy task. People seem very good at
offering personal and negative reasons against a station
without realising the wider implications their views and
actions will have for the rest of us. In our area the current
policy on transport is not working.  This could be
because we are on the boundary between North and
West Yorkshire or it could be the amount of money
being spent on consulting on transport projects that are
simply too expensive to have any chance of success.

It is through my involvement with the Leeds Bradford
Airport Consultative Committee that I became aware
of The Harrogate Chamber of Trade and Commerce
proposals to electrify the Harrogate Railway Line using
a modern type of third rail electrification and ex London
Underground Surface Stock.  

These proposals include the reopening of up to ten
new stations along the line between Leeds to York via

Harrogate.  On the list of stations which would be good
for our area are Buttersyke Bar, Arthington Pool P&R and
a station at Leeds Bradford Airport.

A railway is an excellent marketing tool that could if
managed properly be used to inform all members of the
traveling public especially tourists about what’s happening
along the whole route community area. Things like
Otley Beer Festival, Arthington Show, Pool Feast, and
Knaresborough Bed Race being a few examples. The
list is not exhaustive but the marketing potential is
enormous.  For the idea to work the train fares would
have to be cheap and connectivity with buses to other
areas from each station is of paramount importance as
is local stakeholder involvement.

It’s the train on the right.

Latest A.S.A.P. Update



Launch of 
‘The Tea Room Stroll’ 

A Harris Tweed fashion show organised by SI (Aireborough) has
raised over £1600 for the West Yorkshire MS Therapy Centre.
The evening included the first collection of contemporary and
traditional garments designed by the young Leeds-based
SophieJayne of Tweed&Country.

The Therapy Centre will use the funds to improve facilities for their clients. They
provide a highly valued service to people with MS and other health issues, in-
cluding cystic fibrosis and autism.

SI (Aireborough) wish to thank all those who attended and their many sponsors.
It was a very enjoyable evening and raised much needed funds. 

Being a Soroptimist offers friendship and the opportunity to be involved in great
events, such as this. If you wish to know more then call Mary on 07956 121 465.
To view the garments displayed then take a look on www.tweed&country.co.uk

OTLEY
SHOP
HEROES

‘Chocolate Trevor’ Backhouse has enjoyed baking since he was a child.  His
first job at the tender age of 15 was in a local village bakery when he
passed his City and Guilds at Thomas Danby College, Leeds.  Trev then spent
4 years working in France exploring a passion for chocolate creativity as
well as continuing to develop his Patisserie skills.

On his return to England in 1986 Trev established his ‘Theatre of Confections’
by opening Patisserie Viennoise in Westgate, bringing the continental touch to a
Yorkshire public then more used to Mars bars and Wagon Wheels. 

Tai Chi grandmaster Trev and his small but highly skilled team of creative confec-
tioners have now been making 30 varieties of handmade chocolates for 25
years and his extravagant wedding cakes received a visit in June 2008 from the
BBC’s Hairy Bikers cookery programme.

Proudly having worn the chains of office for both the Chamber of Trade and Rotary 
Club Trev continues to champion the cause of Otley as a town; ‘Otley is a
marvellous place to visit, shop and relax, it’s almost a shame I live in Otley as I
don’t get the chance to visit!’

4. Patisserie Viennoise 
34 Westgate, Otley, West Yorkshire   LS21 3AS 

4th in a series of 12

HARRIS TWEED
WEAVES ITS MAGIC

On 15th February, twenty-five people attended the launch of the new ‘Tea
Room Stroll’ at the Cock Pit Farm Tea Rooms, Weston Village, near Otley.
Randal Metzger, Secretary of WAW- Otley, welcomed those attending and the
launch was officially opened by Peter Heald, President of the Otley Town
Partnership.  Three groups then set off to complete the Stroll under grey skies
but mainly dry weather, and then returned to the Tea Rooms for a well-earned
lunch and hot drinks.

The 4-mile stroll was developed by Walkers are Welcome - Otley.  The walk begins and
finishes at the Tea Rooms and a leaflet is available at Cock Pit that provides a map and
full description of the route.  The Tea Rooms are open Wednesday to Sunday from
11am-4pm.  It offers a wide choice of drinks, cakes and a selection of light lunches.

Otley, which gained recognition in 2008,  is one of 55 towns across the UK to become
a Walkers Are Welcome town.  Its primary aims are to promote Otley as an attractive
destination for walkers; to offer local residents and visitors way marked and well doc-
umented walks, starting and finishing in Otley; and to help boost the local economy
by bringing visitors to the area.  Over 70 businesses in Otley are giving their support
by displaying Walkers are Welcome HERE stickers in their windows, and there are six
major sponsors who are helping to finance the various walking related initiatives.

The Stroll is the latest work of the steering group, made up of local residents, that has
developed and published Otley FOUR Walks and The Six Dales Trail – a 38 mile walk
from Otley to Middleham.  The group is currently developing a further set of walks
from Otley that will be published later this year.  

Further information on the range of walking opportunities is available on their website
www.waw-otley.org.uk.

It’s one of the toughest adventure events in the country and in October, the
Apex Challenge came to Otley. With the support of Otley Town council and
many local community groups, the competition saw nearly 400 teenagers
from across the UK competing through the weekend, as they completed
tough challenges to gain crucial Apex points.

The huge demand for these Apex Challenge events was demonstrated as soon as their
online entry system opened for business. Incredibly, all 90 team places were snapped
up in less than two hours. Those fortunate enough to get a place could then start
planning for the big weekend, and what a weekend it was, in such incredible
weather.

The main stage of the event was on Saturday 1st October. As the sound system at
Bramhope Scout site reeled off the dozens of bizarre team names, the staggered start
began and teams were heading off for their seven hour adventure. More than a
dozen activities were located in the huge playing area across the Chevin. From ropes
courses high in trees to archery, grass sledging and their toughest ever rock climb,
there was a seemingly endless series of challenges to test the teams to the limit.

As the hours passed, many were making their way to the Urban Zone – a new element
of the event where finding your way through streets and footpaths of Otley was as
important as navigation through the hills and forests. Controls had been cunningly
hidden on street junctions, on river banks and even in a sweet shop!  Solving the cryptic
clues to find them was yet another tough challenge for the teams in this brand new
environment. Challenges here included an indoor assault course in a Scout hut, and
even a hand bell ringing challenge run by the Chevin Handbell ringers!

The event was enjoyed by 90 teams of teenagers from across the UK, who all had a
unique experience, enjoying the best Otley had to offer.

More details are on the event website at www.apexchallenge.co.uk and on Facebook
at facebook.com/apexchallenge, and the Apex Challenge team would like to thank
the Otley community for their support.

National Adventure
Event Comes To Otley



North West Outer Neighbourhood Policing
Team Open Day - Saturday 10th September 2011

Yogamum
for mum and baby together

They say if you are going into business
then offer something you would like
yourself’ says, Otley mum  and yoga
teacher Angela Georgeson. This is at
the heart of all of my yogamum classes.

Yogamum offers pregnancy and mum &
baby yoga classes each week at St John
Ambulance Hall in Otley.  In addition there
are baby massage and mum & baby classes
at Menston and Ilkley Children’s centres.

Yoga for pregnancy
Yoga in pregnancy has many practical benefits for example easing
pregnancy aches and pains.  Perhaps more important are the less
obvious but deeper positives, such as helping women to bond with
their unborn child and to overcome fears of childbirth.  Describing
the classes, Angela comments ‘It is always great to see the friendships
that form, I think this is just as important as the yoga!

Mum & baby yoga
‘The mum and baby classes are about the mums as much as they
are about the babies’, explains Angela.  This was something, I felt
was lacking in the usual classes for babies.  Whilst these are great
for the baby, my experience as a new mother had been that I
needed nurturing too!  

With this in mind, the mum and baby yoga classes are a mix of
movement and song to stimulate the baby, combined with ‘post-
natal’ yoga (focusing on core strength, pelvic floor, posture, deep
breathing and relaxation). Oh, and of course, lots of silly songs!
For more details visit  www.yogamum.co.uk

Under blue skies and unseasonal warm temperatures, a
coach load of fifty-two walkers from North Wales were
hosted by Walkers are Welcome Otley on Saturday 9th April.

The walkers came from Prestatyn & Meliden and Rhuddlan Walkers
are Welcome towns, along with three local Ramblers’ groups and
volunteers from You’ll Never Walk Alone.  They were officially
welcomed at the Otley Courthouse by board member Hazel
Costello, the Mayor Cllr. Ray Smith, the Town Cryer Paddy Steval,
and Randal Metzger, Secretary of Walkers are Welcome Otley.

After exchanging memorable gifts, the visitors were split into
three different walks:  an 8-mile up and over The Chevin led by
Derek Garnham and Eric Wright from Otley Walkers; Gallows Hill
led by Julia Johnson from the Town Council, and an historical walk
around Otley led by Ian Andrew from the Conservation Task Force.
At the end of the walks all had ample time to roam the streets of
Otley,  visiting shops, pubs and cafes before heading back home.

According to Randal Metzger, it was an excellent day enjoyed
by all.  He said it was an honour that Otley was chosen for such

an occasion.  It fully fulfilled our key purpose as a Walkers are
Welcome town to both boost tourism and the local economy by
welcoming walkers to take advantage of our wonderful coun-
tryside.  We have also been invited to undertake a similar type
of visit next year in North Wales.  It is hoped that this return visit

can be arranged in conjunction with other Walkers are Welcome
towns in Yorkshire.

Information on Walkers are Welcome Otley, including published
walks, is available on their website www.waw-otley.org.uk

Montmartre may be
coming to the 

Buttercross next May!
A group of artists based at the Otley Courthouse are planning
to hold a painting event in Market Square on May 6, in the
style of the famous location in Paris. They will be creating
works on easels, sketching and chatting to members of the
public who will be welcome to join in.

If the event is a success, it is hoped that it will be repeated over
the summer with stalls selling artists' work and materials as
well as French themed music and events.
Watch this space for more information!

WELSH RAMBLE TO OTLEY

MP Greg Mulholland supported the event as did many local
businesses who donated prizes for the grand draw, a special
thanks to them. 

On a serious note, many people benefitted from the crime
prevention advice given by specialist officers and CASAC Over-
all around £600 was raised for charity from the grand draw,
cake stall and donations for refreshments. Throughout the
day entertainment was provided by The Gatka Sikh team from
The SikhTemple, Chapeltown with their exciting martial arts
display.

Grand Draw result
Two flights to Murcia Spain donated by Jet 2 the winner was Emma
Tenniswood
Helicopter flight donated by Helijet Aviation, Yeadon
1 months free gym membership donated by Club Energy Gym in Otley
1 months free gym membership donated by Club Energy Gym in Otley
Hair & Nails voucher donated by Esquire et Cie & Pampere you in Otley
Wireless Mouse donated by Digital Activites in Otley
£20 voucher donated by The Cove Fish & Chip restaurant in Otley
Manicure donated by Beauty Box in Otley
Yankee Candle donated by The Gift Galley in Otley
Ovenware donated by Dodghsons in Otley
Walking trousers donated by Rock One in Otley
Digital Audio Player donated by Argos
BBQ donated by Stephen Smiths Garden Centre
Breakfast for 2 donated by Wharfe View Cafe in Otley
Weird Fish Mug donated by Chevin Trek
Tea & cakes for 2 donated by The Pink Teapot in Otley
Tea & cakes for 2 donated by Cranberry in Otley
Bottle of red wine donated by Rhythum & Booze
Bottle of white wine donated by The Bowling Green in Otley
£5 voucher donated by Chezvin in Otley
£5 voucher donated by Shake it milkshake bar in Otley
Cupcakes on a stand donated by a local resident Peggy Sykes
Fruit basket donated by Simon and Becky's veg stand, Otley
to 29 various beauty products donated by Boot

REPORT MINOR CRIME ONLINE: Report a West Yorkshire crime
online, request a callback or report lost property, all via our 
website http://www.westyorkshire.police.uk/

The Neighbourhood Policing team for the Outer North West
Leeds area were overwhelmed by the attendance at this years
Open Day.  An estimated 800 - 1000 people came to Otley
Police Station where they were entertained by the local officers
and the Special Constables who assisted them.  Visitors en-
joyed guided tours of the police station by 'PC Otley' aka Dave
Robinson, resplendant in his vintage uniform, 'CSI Otley' a
crime scene investigation display and refreshments which
were kindly provided by local supermarkets Sainsburys and
Waitrose. The mounted section and their magnificent horses
were very popular as was the bouncy castle and face painters.
The West Yorkshire Police helicopter put in an appearance as
it hovered over the event whilst en route to base from a live
incident and the many children in attendance tried their
hardest to wear out the lights and sirens on the various styles
of police cars and motorcycles present ! Local Councillors and

Wharfedale Hospital has just announced the re-launch of the
Wharfedale Hospital Forum, allowing patients and members of
the local community to discuss their worries and concerns about
the hospital with health professionals.
Wharfedale Hospital is also increasingly busy and the hospital
is now used to almost full capacity. It is in all of our interests
to have a successful and thriving local hospital in our town. As
such, Otley Town Council will keep working with the hospital
to ensure that the community is placed at the heart of any strat-
egy regarding the future of the hospital.

Key Stats – Improvements 2008-2011
Endoscopy – up 35% to 3,500 a year
Surgery – up 6% to 3,500 a year
Outpatients – up 5% to 41,000 a year
Pre-Operative Assessments – up 40% to 2,400 a year
Radiology Tests – up 11% to 30,600 a year
Minor Injury Attendances – up 28% to 26,000 a year

Wharfedale Hospital
Serving the Community Better

Yorkshire’s winters are becoming increasingly unpre-
dictable as the climate changes. If temperatures drop
below zero for weeks on end amphibians may go into
full hibernation, shutting their body systems down al-
most completely while tucked away under rocks or
woodpiles or buried at the bottom of ponds.

However, during milder spells when insects are flying
and slugs and snails are tricked out of their hibernation
by the warmth, frogs may emerge for a snack before
returning to shelter.

Frogs are hardy creatures and may sometimes be seen in late
winter advancing across the ice on half-thawed ponds. These
are optimistic males hoping for a prime position in the pond
before the arrival of females still sensibly closeted away from
the winter chill, mindful that returning ice would damage any
spawn laid.

Toads, which spawn much later in the spring, are less likely to
be out and about in winter                    

Denis O’Connor

Winter Frogs



Birdcage Creative 
Community Couture

We are creating a retail and community space where interac-
tive sewing and arts/crafts workshops will take place to reuse
and recycle fashion garments. 
We need:
• All Clothes even if they need mending.
• Fashion accessories in any state of repair.
• Fabrics and Wool. 
• All Sewing Box Items.
• Old fashion and style magazines
• Knitting and sewing patterns
• Broken costume jewellery
• Household items but not electrical.
• Art and craft Books
• And anything else you think may be suitable.
Your generous donations will help raise money for Leeds based
charity Behind Closed Doors, helping those whose lives have
been affected by domestic violence. Please call James on
07872 055769 to arrange. Thanks!

Birdcage. Creative Community Couture
12 High Street Skipton, North Yorkshire

Monday 16.00 – 18.15 Swimming Lessons (Juniors)
18.30 – 20.00 General Swimming
20.00 – 21.00 General Swimming (Adults)

Tuesday 07.30 – 09.00 General Swim
12.45 – 13.30 General Swim
16.00 – 18.15 Swimming Lessons (Juniors)
18.30 – 20.30 Otley Swimming Club 

Wednesday 16.00 – 18.15 Swimming Lessons (Juniors)
19.00 – 20.00 Tri Club/Adult Lane 

Swimming (with Tri Club Coaching)
20.00 – 21.00 General Swimming (Adults)

Thursday 16.00 – 18.15 Swimming Lessons (Juniors)
18.30 – 20.00 General Swimming
20.00 – 20.45 Aqua Aerobics

Friday 07.30 – 09.00 General Swimming
12.30 – 13.15 General Swimming
16.00 – 18.15 Swimming Lessons (Juniors)
18.30 – 20.00 General Swimming
20.00 – 20.45 General Swimming (Adults)

Saturday 07.45 – 08.45 General Swimming
08.45 – 12.15 Swimming Lessons (Juniors) 
12.30 – 14.00 General Swimming 

Sunday 09.00 – 12.00 General Swimming
12.00 – 13.00 Swimming Lessons (one to one) 
13.00 – 16.00 General Swim

Under 5yrs always swim free.

All children under 8 must be accompanied by an adult (16+)
with a maximum of two under 8’s per adult.

A general swim session provides space for recreational
swimming and also lane swimming, dependent on the
number/types of swimmer in the pool.
R = Restricted space, during these sessions not all the pool is
availiable for public use.

If bather capacity is reached on either pool, it will be necessary
to close entry to that pool until sufficient people leave and the
bather load drops below the maximum number allowed.

Chippindale Swimming Pool
Prince Henry’s Grammar School
Off Newell Car Road, Otley, LS21 2BH
01943 466852

CHIPPINDALE SWIMMING TIMES - Jan 2012

Swimming Pool

The Great Daffodil Appeal is Marie Curie Cancer Care's
biggest fundraising campaign which takes place each March.
Planning for the 2012 appeal has already started and we need
people in the local area to help and support our Otley
Fundraising Group to organise the appeal in this area.

There are many ways in which you can support the local
fundraising group and volunteer your time for next year's
Great Daffodil Appeal, these include:

Helping to collect for a couple of hours at the local street and supermarket collections
Maybe you could offer a little more time and help to co-ordinate one of our collections
Can you help to deliver and collect our daffodil boxes to local shops and businesses in Otley
Plus many more ways...
All the money raised in Otley from our Great Daffodil Appeal will help raise much-needed
funds so that our Marie Curie Nurses can continue caring for terminally ill patients in the local
area. For more information or to pledge your support please contact your local Community
Fundraising Manager, Claire Priestwood, on 01274 386191 
or email claire.priestwood@mariecurie.org.uk

Help your local Marie Curie Fundraising Group make it happen

SUNDAY 3RD JUNE 2012
4pm – 10pm
A large celebration will take place in the Market Square, Otley
which will include  Otley Brass Band and other musicians.
Otley Town Council will support  any organisation wanting to
hold a Street Party.

MONDAY 4th JUNE 2012
10 pm – 10.30 pm LIGHTING DIAMOND JUBILEE
BEACON OTLEY CHEVIN
Her Majesty the Queen will light the first Beacon in London at
10.30 pm starting the National Chain of Beacons 

To commemorate the Diamond Jubilee various suggestions
have been put forward as follows
A Commemorative Statue in the Park designed by PHGS 
students who will work alongside a local sculptor

HER MAJESTY’S 2012 DIAMOND 
JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS IN OTLEY

The shelter in the park overlooking the weir is in dire 
need of repairing

Benches are needed around Otley together with 
some flower tubs 

A plaque on the Jubilee Clock

The Buttercross requires refurbishing and at present 
the Town Council is committed to this work.

If anyone would like to sponsor any of these items the TC
would be extremely grateful and a plaque with the names of
the sponsors will be displayed .  Please help us to celebrate
this wonderful lifetime event by giving us your support in
whatever way you can. 

For further information contact Julia Johnson 01943 466335
Email community@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

In 2012 we celebrate the Diamond Jubilee of Her Majesty
the Queen. This is a once in a lifetime event - only one
other monarch has ever celebrated 60 years on the
throne and that was Queen Victoria, in 1897.  To mark
this magnificent anniversary, the Leeds Community
Foundation is pleased to launch the Queen’s Diamond
Jubilee Fund. This will provide grants to Leeds-based or-
ganisations that are organising special events in 2012.

There are two levels of grants:

• Grants of up to £100 are available for street parties taking
place over the Diamond Jubilee weekend which is 1st-4th
June 2012 (further guidance as to how to organise street
parties, gain permission for street closure, insurance etc 
will be provided)

• Grants of up to £250 are available for other celebratory or
commemorative events that might be taking place over 
that weekend, or at other times during the year 

Eligibility
• We will prioritise applications that are being especially 

organised to celebrate the Diamond Jubilee, as opposed 
to regular, annual events that are merely being re-branded
as Diamond Jubilee events.

• All events and activities must take place between 1st 
March 2012-31st November 2012 Grants will primarily 
be made to registered groups or organisations with the 
following: 

� a constitution or relevant governing document
� their own bank account 
� annual accounts or income/expenditure details 

• We will accept applications from Parish Councils and other
similar bodies

We understand that groups of local residents may want to
come together to organise a street party.  We would ask that
you either find a local registered community group or organi-
sation that is willing to accept and manage the grant on your
behalf, or that you provide us with details of an appropriate
referee to contact – local MP, Councillor, voluntary sector
leader, someone from West Yorkshire Police, your local head
teacher etc.   

A condition of the grant is that you are willing to display
the official logo prominently on all marketing and publicity
material, and that you give permission for the event to be
more widely publicised if appropriate. 
Our standard terms of grant apply (please see our website for
further details). In addition, for this Fund, we will not pay for
the cost of purchasing alcohol or fireworks.

Deadlines
The closing date for applications is Friday 20th January 2012.
Decisions will be taken by an independent grants panel in the
2nd week of February.  All applicants will be notified of
the results of the grants panel.

For further information about the Diamond Jubilee in Leeds
please go to: www.leeds.gov.uk and put the word Diamond
Jubilee in the search bar.

For further details please contact: Leeds Community Foundation,
Ground Floor, 51a St Paul’s Street, Leeds LS1 2TE  
Tel (0113) 242 2426
Email: info@leedscommunityfoundation.org.uk  

Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Small Grants Fund

It would be wonderful to give everyone this information as a
Christmas gift, especially this year when times are hard for so
many people.  What we can offer is the wealth of information
held on Citizens’ Advice public website at
www.adviceguide.org.uk.  There is even a guide entitled ‘How
to spend less’!

The site has many pages of good advice and if you can’t just
spot the subject you want there is a good search facility.  A bit
of good reliable information at the right time can make all the
difference to people approaching their problems in a positive
and effective way.  
Another two websites with sound information are
www.moneyadviceservice.org.uk   
www.moneysavingexpert.com

If the worst comes to the worst and you do find yourself with
debts don’t delay in seeking advice.  National Debt Line is a
great organisation to contact for general debt advice.  Their
helpline 0808 808 4000 operates from 9am until 9pm
Monday to Friday and on Saturdays from 9.30am to 1pm or
have a look at their website which has sample letters and fact
sheets on a wide variety of financial subjects: 
www.nationaldebtline.co.uk

Be wary of ‘Debt Advice’ firms that claim they can give debt
advice but take huge amounts in fees and don’t sort out your
debts.  These ‘scam’ organisations may use names similar to
Citizens Advice.  They may approach people by phone, text, or
letter – or people may find them via internet searches.  Anyone
can be vulnerable to their promises so if in doubt – don’t sign
up.  You may be charged an upfront fee, but service may be

How to spend less – if only
of a poor standard and in the end they may do nothing at
all for you.  If you have enough money to make payments
towards your debts and need a debt management plan (DMP)
we recommend you contact one of these organisations who
will not charge you anything for their services.

Consumer Credit Counselling Service (CCCS): 0845 404
0506  www.cccs.co.uk
Payplan: 0800 085 4298 www.payplan.com

At Otley CAB we’re always happy to talk through your situation
and would hope to give you the information and advice you
need to help you get back in control of your finances - or if we
can’t - then find someone who can help you.

We’ve had in excess of 1200 debt enquiries this year, 2040
welfare benefits enquiries plus a further 2300 enquiries on all
the other subjects you bring to us.  As always, it has been a
privilege to work with all our clients and we hope you’ll keep
us high on your list of places to go when life gets complicated.  

With our best wishes for 2012.  

Otley Citizens Advice Bureau
Otley CAB, Courthouse Street, OTLEY LS21 1BG
Opening Hours:  
Monday 9.30-12.30   
Wednesday 9.30-12.30    
Friday 9.30-12.30

Office: 01943 465351 (no advice)      
Leeds CAB Advice Line: 0844 477 4788



Mary Vickers (Lib) Tel 465813
mary.vickers@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

Colin Campbell (Lib) Tel 07973521547
colin.campbell@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

Philip Bye (Lib) Tel 467199
philip.bye@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

PRINCE HENRY WARD

CONTACTING YOUR COUNCILLORS

James Spencer (Lib) Tel 465906
james.spencer@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

Lisa Atkin (Lab) Tel 07508041958 
lisa.atkin@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

Kevin Cooney (Lab) Tel 465917
kevin.cooney@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

Linda Bradley (Lib) Tel 850459
linda.bradley@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

WEST CHEVIN WARD

LEEDS CITY 
COUNCILLORS SURGERIES

ASHFIELD WARD

John Eveleigh (Lab) Tel 07988802700
leaderofcouncil@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk
Raymond Gill (Lab) Tel 467614 
raymond.gill@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

Austin Kelly (Lab) Tel 07910522758 
austin.kelly@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

John Flinn (Lib) flinn@hotmail.com
John.Flinn@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

Dr. Pauline Spencer (Lib) Tel 465906
pauline.spencer@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk
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FIRST SATURDAY AND THIRD  THURSDAY IN THE
MONTH - 10AM - OTLEY LIBRARY
FIRST THURSDAY 10AM AND THIRD FRIDAY 2PM
YEADON TOWN HALL
If inconvenient please ring to organise a meeting
on 0797352154 or 
email colincampbell@leeds.gov.uk

GREG MULHOLLAND 
MP’s SURGERIES 
0113 2266519

FIRST FRIDAY - APPOINTMENTS
MEANWOOD COMMUNITY CENTRE 
1 - 2PM
OTLEY LIBRARY, OTLEY 
4 - 5PM

FIRST SATURDAY - DROP-IN
ASDA STORES, HOLT PARK 
11AM - 12 NOON
SAINSBURY’S, ARNDALE CENTRE 
HEADINGLEY 
12.30 - 1.30PM

THIRD FRIDAY - APPOINTMENTS
HEADINGLEY CARDIGAN CENTRE 
1 - 2PM
ROBERT CRAVEN HALL, BRAMHOPE 
4 - 5PM

THIRD SATURDAY - DROP-IN
SAINSBURYS, OTLEY 
11AM - 12 NOON
MORRISONS, YEADON, OTLEY 
12.30 - 1.30PM

Constituents who would like to book an appointment should call the
office on 0113 22 66 519 or email info@gregmulholland.org

SCHEDULE OF 
COUNCIL MEETINGS

OTLEY TOWN COUNCIL COMMUNITY GRANTS 
Do you need  funding to start a group in Otley?  Do you need funding for a specific community project?

Otley Town Council have a small grant scheme up to £500 
Grant applications and criteria are available from community@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk or 

www.otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

Nigel Francis (Ind) 
Tel Home 463467   Tel Work 463502
nigel.francis@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

Sandy Lay (Lib) Tel 465341 
sandy.lay@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

Neville Birch (Lab) Tel 462703
neville.birch@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

Beryl Patton (Lib) 
Tel 461510   Mobile  07572970441
beryl.patton@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

DANEFIELD WARD

Michael Evans (Lab) Tel 07931 411371
michael.evans@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

Nigel Gill (Lab) 467614 
nigel.gill@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

Pamela Gill (Lab) 467614 
pamela.gill@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

Carl Morris (Lab) Tel  07944056162
carl.morris@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

MANOR WARD

Nigel Francis, Town Mayor of Otley has supported many
charities during his time in local politics.  As this is his last
time as Mayor he is supporting twenty different charities
and hopes to raise £1,000 for each. 

One of the events organised to support the Mayor’s charity
appeal will be a Christmas carol concert held in the
Methodist Church in Boroughgate on Sunday, 11 December
at 7.30pm. This will follow the Victorian fair.

The carol concert will be led by Otley Choral Society who
will be joined by Yorkshire Evening Post Brass and T.V.
presenter Geoff Druett as compère. There will be
no charge for this event but there will be a retiring
collection for the Mayor’s Charity.

If you would like to sing with the choir there will be a
rehearsal on Tuesday 6th December at 7.30pm in the
Methodist Church.  To ensure that there is enough music
please contact conductor Barry Jordan at: 
barryjordanmusic@talktalk.net or phone 01132555426. 

TOWN COUNCIL 
CHRISTMAS CAROL CONCERT

5th December Plans

RECESS

9th January Policy and Resources, Full Council, 
Plans

23rd January Policy and Resources, Full Council

6th February Community Development

20th February Policy and Resources

27th February Asset Management

5th March Plans

12th March Environment and Sustainability

19th March Policy and Resources, Full Council,

26th March Plans

Otley Town Council Meetings are held at St Josephs
Roman Catholic Primary School on Mondays usually
from 7pm.  

The public can attend any meeting.

For times of meetings please contact 01943 466335
or email admin@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk


