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Executive Summary 
 

There are few everyday activities with the potential to improve society and people’s 
lives. Cycling is one of them. 
 
Whether it is through easing congestion, tackling traffic emissions or improving health 
or encouraging people into sport, cycling can play a significant role. 
 
Cycling is moving up the national and local agenda and Otley offers potential as a 
cycling town to host a full range of cycling opportunities and attract cyclists to spend 
money in Otley. 
 
This second Cycling Strategy aims to provide for the needs of cyclists and make 
cycling in Otley a safer and sustainable mode of transport for all. 
 



Do You Ride? 
Otley Cycling Strategy 2017-2028  

 4 

1 Our Vision 
 
It is widely recognised that cycling is good for health, getting around and brings 
economic regeneration benefits. For these reasons we would like to see more 
people choosing to walk and cycle more often. 
 
In Otley, we want a community where any individual, regardless of age, ability or 
economic status can join in with cycling. Whether this be as a rider taking part in 
organised rides, using a bicycle as a mode of transport to work, school, college, 
shops or visiting friends or for leisure use with friends or the family. 
 
Our vision is: 
 

“To inspire more people in Otley to cycle more often.” 
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2 Policy Context 
 

Our strategy is reinforced by national and local policy focus on the development 
of sustainable transport options. 
 
 
 Cycling and Walking Investment Strategy (March, 2016) 
 
At a national level the recent ‘Cycling and Walking Investment Strategy’ is 
focused on increasing levels of walking and cycling by making them a real 
alternative for local trips. The focus is on creating a cycling culture and improving 
the quality of the local environment so that cycling and walking are seen as an 
attractive and safer alternative to car travel for short journeys, particularly for 
children. 
 

“We want to make cycling and walking the natural choice for shorter 
journeys, or as part of a longer journey.” 

 
Cycling would be encouraged by making conditions safer and more convenient, 
with an emphasis on journeys to work, college and schools. The overall aims are 
to:  
 

 reduce car use  
 lower congestion  
 improve air quality  
 social inclusion  
 improve health  
 create vibrant, attractive places and communities. 

 
 
 
 West Yorkshire LTP Cycle Prospectus 
 
The prospectus identifies that cycling is low cost, environmentally friendly, 
healthy and fun. Encouraging more people to make more trips by bicycle is a key 
priority in terms of developing the role of cycling both as a mainstream transport 
mode, but also for the health, sport and leisure benefits it brings. The ambition is 
for West Yorkshire: 
 

“To be recognised as a great place for safe cycling, inspiring more 
people to cycle more often.” 

 
The prospectus identifies three key ‘E’s’ which target improvements for 
cycling: 
 

 Improving the Environment for cycling 
 Providing Encouragement for cycling 
 Engagement with partners to achieve the best possible results for 

cycling 
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 Leeds Cycling Starts Here (May, 2016) 
 
The vision for the ‘Leeds Cycling Starts Here’ strategy is focused on inspiring 
more people to cycle and fits within Leeds City Council’s strategic planning 
document ‘Best Council Plan 2015-2020’. The focus is on delivering cycle 
schemes across the district, encouraging more people to cycle and participate in 
physical activity, cutting emissions across Leeds and reducing health inequalities 
through healthier lifestyles. The strategy identifies three key aims: 
 

 Increase the number of cyclists 
 Improve safety, convenience for cycling and health and wellbeing 
 Improve environmental sustainability, better air quality and reduce 

pollution of all types. 
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3 Otley context 
 
Otley is widely known as a ‘Cycling Town’ in Yorkshire. Otley is the home of 
World Champion Road Cyclist Lizzie Deignan (nee Armitstead), has been a 
spectator hub for the Tour de France in 2014 and a host start town for the Tour 
de Yorkshire in 2016. Such high profile has brought cycling to the attention of 
local people. 
 
The current cycling provision in Otley includes: 
 
 Otley Cycle Club 
 
The Club has a team of British Cycling qualified coaches and are Go Ride 
accredited. Within the club there is a vibrant and expanding junior membership. 
The club boasts a membership of over 400 members of all ages.  The club’s 
activities include:  
 

 Cycle Coaching in Otley 

 Weekly social club runs  

 Family Rides 

 Cycle Path Rides 

 The Triangle club time trial race series – with weekly events over the spring 
and summer months 

 Road racing, time trials, grass track, cyclo-cross, sportives, audax and just 
about any cycle sport you may wish to try 

 Social events, meetings and turbo training sessions  

 
 Otley Town Cycle Races (National Criterion Race) 
 

 National Calendar Event 

 Established event with a huge community ‘buy in’ 

 Attracts visits from all over Yorkshire 
 

 Otley Cycling Festival 
 

 Primary showcase for Otley Cycle Club 

 Annual free social event that will appeal to anyone interested in cycling 
 
 Otley Sportive/Sportiva 
 

 Mixed (Sportive) and Ladies only (Sportiva) annual events 

 Offers rides for all abilities 

 Promoting cycling as a mass participation sport 

 Aims to enable individuals to get involved in cycling 
 
 School Engagement 

 

 Leeds City Council Road Safety Team offer Bikeability 
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4 Our Aims 
 

There are three key aims for the Otley Cycling Strategy as set out below. 
 
 Aim 1: Make Cycling Simpler 

To make cycling an easy and accessible choice for Otley residents by 
establishing a convenient network. 

 

1. Create a comprehensive network accessible for everyone 

2. Develop cycling routes and signs that makes movement for cyclists 
easier 

3. Ensure facilities are in place to support people who cycle, including 
cycle parking and cycle hire. 

 

 Aim 2: Make Cycling Safer 

To ensure that the environment is safer so that it encourages more cycling 
and reduces the risk and perception of risk for cyclists. 

 

1. Reduce vehicle speeds to create a safer environment 

2. Create traffic free cycle routes and cycle friendly zones 

3. Make cycle safety training available 

 

 Aim 3: Make Cycling More Attractive 

To prioritise sustainable transport infrastructure in future developments. 

 

1. Ensure short journeys are more attractive by bicycle 

2. Bring life and vitality to streets by designing in cycling and enhancing 
public spaces 

3. Improve and create cycle links from residential estates to key 
locations such as employment centres, shops and schools 
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5 Key Actions 
 

Over the next ten years it is intended to deliver on the aims of the strategy with 
Otley Town Council working with key local organisations and Leeds City Council 
on a range of on-going, short, medium and long term projects as set out below. 
 
On-going initiatives 
 To build on Otley’s reputation as a Cycling Town to host major cycling 

including: Otley Cycle Races, stages of Tour de Yorkshire, aspiration to be 
involved with the 2019 World Championship? 

Key organisations: OTC, LCC, Otley Cycle Races, Otley Sportive 

 

 To make effective use of social media and marketing to promote and grow 
cycling 

Key organisations: OTC, OCC 

 

 To continue to deliver Bikeability Training and encourage local schools to 
inform children of safer routes to school where it is legal to do so and 
encourage and promote cycling (link with bike week) 

Key organisations: LCC, Schools, OCC 

 

 To support the Modeshift Stars initiative in local schools to encourage 
walking/cycling/scooter buses 

Key organisations: Schools 

 
Short-Term initiatives (Years 1-2) 
 To access Yorkshire Bank funding to set up a bike library or similar in Otley 

which allows any child to loan a roadworthy bike. Facility to include repairing 
old donated bikes, teaching repair/maintenance skills and development of 
family friendly social rides 

Key organisations: OTC, OCC, local schools, True Cycling 

 

 Work with Leeds Cycling officer to identify safer, convenient cycle routes in 
the town centre and to schools that inform the Neighbourhood Plan and for 
publication 

Key organisations: OTC, LCC  

 

 Develop Otley Safer Cycle Route Cards/Maps (and apps) to enable easier 
navigation around town, where it is legal to do so 

Key organisations: OTC 

 

 To continue to promote community groups and clubs activities offering 
cycling opportunities – family rides, social series and club rides 
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Key organisations: OTC, OCC, Chevin Cycles, North Bar Social Club 

 

 To continue to support and expand cycling focused community initiatives and 
events such as Otley Cycle fest and develop a mass participation event for 
families 

Key organisations: OTC, OCC, Chevin Cycles, North Bar Social Club, 
Schools 

 

 Promote Scooter uses across Otley 

Key organisations: LCC, Schools, Sk8Safe 

 

 To support businesses promoting Otley as a cycling friendly town, including 
‘cycling hotels’ and linked to the Tourism Strategy aim of attracting walking 
and cycling visitors to dwell longer in the town 

Key organisations: OTC, Businesses 

 
Medium-Term initiatives (Years 1-5) 
 
 To roll out 20mph schemes and investigate other traffic management 

measures to generate a slow, steady flow of traffic 

Key organisations: OTC, LCC 

 

 Introduce a shared use courtesy campaign 

Key organisations: OTC, Police, OCC, LCC Road Safety 

 

 Through the Neighbourhood Plan provide development guidance that seeks 
to establish cycling benefits within the planning process 

Key organisations: OTC, LCC 

 

 To ensure protection and enhancement through the planning process for 
cycle routes 

Key organisations: OTC, LCC 

 

 To develop designated Mountain Bike Trails for all abilities with an 
introductory family friendly skills area on Otley Chevin 

Key organisations: OTC, OCC, Chevin Cycles, Chevin Forest Park Forum, 
LCC 

 

 Develop new leisure cycling opportunities and cycling trails for families on 
Chevin Forest Park 

Key organisations: Chevin Forest Park Forum, LCC 
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 Promote Cycling Friendly Zones (such as suspending byelaws that restrict 
cycling in local parks) 

Key organisations: OTC, LCC 

  

 Development of the traffic free Wharfedale Greenway 

Key organisations: OTC with Burley, Menston & Pool Parish Councils 
together with LCC & Bradford MBC 

 

 To maintain and develop Otley connections into the wider Leeds Cycle 
Network, Leeds Orbital route and West Yorkshire Cycle Map 

Key organisations: OTC, LCC 

 
Long-term initiatives (Years 1-11) 
 
 Develop an expanded network and infrastructure for safer cycling routes to 

include the introduction of cycle lanes, cycle priority signals and cycle 
signage where practicable and legal to do so  

Key organisations: OTC, LCC 

 

5.1 Funding 

The focus on cycling will require continued investment if change is to be 
implemented and maintained. It is intended to prioritise funding from the 
Community Infrastructure Levy and legacy S106 for future cycling provision. 
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6 Partners 
 

We will actively lead and work on joint projects and initiatives with any relevant 
stakeholders. The key partners will include: 
 

 Leeds City Council 

 Schools 

 Businesses 

 Developers 

 West Yorkshire Police 

 SUSTRANS 

 British Cycling 

 Otley Cycling Club 

 True Cycling 

 Local Neighbourhoods 

 Chevin Forest Park Forum 

 


