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1. Purpose of report. 

1.1 To bring members up to date with the latest developments on plans to 

refurbish the Wellcroft children's playground. 

2. Background 

2.1 Efforts to discuss how the existing playground might be improved began in 

earnest when Councillor Nigel Francis called a meeting of local residents, the 

local Parks & Countryside Officer and Chair of Committee in October last year. 

2.2 It was clear that parents wanted to see significant improvements and they 

agreed to set up a community group named Wellcroft Action Group (WAG), 

with Cllr Francis as Chair, to look at a variety of options for such a scheme and 

the costs associated with each option.  

2.3 Ward councillors had discussions with the secretary of the Group about 

securing Section 106 money for the project from the ex-Massingberds 

development nearby.  Sadly, despite regular encouragement from Cllr Francis,  

WAG were not able to make much progress when personal and family matters 

reduced  the time that key people in the Group were able to give to the 

project. 

2.4 Ward Cllr Sandy Lay called a meeting on 17th September of residents, city 

council officers and invited Cllr Nigel Francis and Chair of Committee to join 

him. The key points of the meeting were that a total of £60k would now be 

available to refurbish the playground by way of Section 106 monies.  The Parks 

& Countryside team would ask the children from All Saints Primary School by 



questionnaires what they wanted to do on/what equipment they would like to 

see on the refurbished playpark, if this was an agreeable way forward to 

parents. In discussion it was clear that this made sense to the parents present 

and Cllr Lay said he would call a further meeting when some progress had been 

made. 

2.5 On 8th October Cllr Lay emailed the Chair of Committee and Leader of the 

Council suggesting a contribution of £3,000 be made by the Town Council 

towards the cost of the scheme. While in principle the Town Council would be 

interested in partnership funding (and thereby contributing to the scheme) it is 

proposed that a full scheme be designed with detailed, itemised costs (and 

quotes obtained from three contractors).  

Chair of Committee feels strongly that to agree a sum of £3k without the 

necessary detail and evidence needed to make a judgement on the schemes 

viability might lead to the town council being criticised for being profligate in 

its spending. It must be noted that the cost of a full refurbishment of Grove Hill 

Playground was below £47k in 2011 and the Caxton Road Playground built for 

a very similar sum in 2006. 

3. Legal and Financial implications 

3.1 There are no legal or financial implications other than the matter raised at 

2.5 above. 

4. Recommendations 

4.1 Members are asked to note the current position on funding available to 

refurbish the playground.  

4.2 Members are asked to support the line suggested by Chair of Committee as 

regards the request for a contribution of £3k from the ward councillor. 

 

 


