
Agenda item 9 

Otley Town Council 

Environment & Sustainability Committee 

Date: 4 November 2013 

Subject: Report on Ilkley Road/traveller issues 

Report by: Chair of Committee 

1. Purpose of report 

1.1 To inform members of issues arising from an unauthorised travellers’ encampment on 

lower Ilkley Road this summer. 

2. Background 

2.1 Members will recall the 7 week long traveller encampment last year that caused so 

much disruption to the business of Ideal Standard International as well as the threats and 

intimidation made to their staff by the travellers. There was also considerable extra cost to 

the company in terms of providing additional security patrols round the site and to the 

police in officer time spent visiting regularly to try to keep the peace. 

2.2 A meeting of the company's managers, the police, the manager of the LCC Gypsy 

Travellers  team  and Town Council representatives was called to review the incident and 

see what lessons could be learned for the future. The key messages were that although this 

was the most serious incident for many years , further serious incidents could not be ruled 

out, and the most effective way of dealing with them was for the Gypsy Traveller team to be 

contacted at the earliest possible time to co-ordinate all future necessary actions just as 

quickly as possible. 

2.3 The Town Council also undertook to meet with Highways to see whether any practical 

way could be found to prevent travellers from using lower Ilkley Road to disrupt Ideal 

Standard's business in this way again.  The initial reaction from Highways at that meeting 

was that no obvious solution was apparent, access was needed along the entire length of 

the road, not just to Ideal Standard offices and works but to local allotments and at the very 

end of the road to a caravan which for a long time had housed a family looking for a 

permanent home locally. Highways undertook to give the matter further thought. 

2.4 On 13 June this year there was another significant unauthorised traveller encampment 

on Ilkley Road involving 9 or 10 caravans and other vehicles. The people involved were not 

the same people as those involved last year. Early indications suggested that this would be a 

troublesome event too. Threats and abuse were made to Ideal Standard staff, disruptions to 



the company's business and some damage to staff vehicles. Fortunately the company 

immediately contacted both Gypsy Travellers team and the Town Council and measures to 

begin the process of removing the travellers were taken. 

2.5 LCC Street Cleansing very quickly provided the travellers with a skip for their rubbish and 

with portaloo toilet facilities but they chose not to use them and the road soon became 

strewn with piles of rubbish. Given the urgent action taken by Gypsy Travellers team and 

there being no legitimate reasons why the travellers could not be asked to move on without 

delay the court made such an order and the site was vacated on 3 July and then given a 

clean up by LCC staff. 

2.6 The most recent incident took 3 weeks to resolve which while a welcome reduction from 

that of last year is still a long time for the company and its staff to put up with the 

disruptions and personal abuse involved and discussions with Highways, the company and 

Travellers team must continue to try to find a longer term solution to this problem. 

3. Legal and Financial implications 

3.1 There are no immediate legal or financial implications arising from this report. 

4. Recommendations 

4.1 Members are asked to note the contents of this report. 

 


