
Agenda Item No. 8 

Otley Town Council 

Policy & Resources Committee  

Date: Monday 25th November 2013 

Subject: Update from the Leader of Council on the recent Yorkshire Local 

Councils Association (Leeds Branch) meeting held on 8th October 2013 

Report By: Leader of Council 

 

1.0 Purpose of Report 

1.1 Members will be asked to note the content of the Leader of Council’s report of a 

meeting he attended, representing Otley Town Council, of the Yorkshire Local Councils 

Association (YLCA) (Leeds Branch) in Horsforth on 8th October 2013. 

2.0 Background 

2.1 Otley Town Council is affiliated to the YLCA and, as such, is entitled to be 

represented at the Leeds Branch meetings 

2.2  The Leeds Branch of the YLCA meets two times a year, and itself appoints 

representative to the YLCA Executive and other outside bodies. 

2.3 The meeting on 8th October 2013 covered the following; 

 Neighbourhood Planning 

 Report from the National Association of Local Councils (NALC) 

 Report from officers of the YLCA 

 Reports from representatives on out-side bodies 

3.0 Documents 

3.1 The attached appendix (A) are the account of the meeting of the Leader of Council 

4.0 Legal and Financial Implications 

4.1 None to note 

5.0 Sustainability 



5.1 Transparent local government is one of the Aalborg Commitments accordingly this 

report is compliant therewith. 

6.0 Recommendations 

6.1 It is recommended that Members note the content of the Leader of Council’s 

account of the meeting. 



Appendix A 

Notes from YLCA (Leeds Branch) meeting in Horsforth – 8th October 2013 

Neighbourhood Planning 

Presentation from Ian McKay, Leeds City Council Planning Department; 

Local picture 

 21 NP designations in Leeds  

 Core strategy hearing now taking place – depending on the Inspector - modifications are 

likely 

 Site allocations – initial report expected to go to Exec Board – over 6000 submissions, 

currently being assessed 

 

National picture 

 3 NP’s approved – all with high turn-outs at referendum 

 17 at examination stage 

 44 draft plans 

 520 designations 

 735 applications for designations 

 50% of Local authorities have at least one designation 

 

Other matters 

 LCC regarded as providing among the best support in the country 

 LCC area has the highest number of designations and expressions of interests in Yorkshire 

 The issue of logging steering group members’ interests was mentioned. 

 

Lessons learnt so far 

 Early engagement with Planning essential 

 Evidence – Inspectors place great weight on process (therefore things like minutes extremely 

important) 

 Importance of having an overarching vision 

 Language of NP  - important for document to use precise planning terms and language (for 

the inspector) – but in the non-planning specific parts of the plan to be as ‘accessible’ as 

possible 

 Balance to be struck between process and progress 

 Support at all levels 

 NP’s are here to stay – all three political parties are committed. 

 Needs for better business and young people involvement in NP 

 Process needs a clear leader 

 Need to manage expectations 



 Local awareness is key 

 Plan must demonstrate sustainability 

 

Good wide ranging discussion in which Ian McKay complimented Otley as one of the few to try and 

actively engage landowners and house builders – this is something that an Inspector wants to see. 

NALC REPORT 

 NALC continue to lobby the Government regarding the grant to Local Authorities – concern 

that the rate relief element to LAs will, over time, become less tansparent, and therefore 

real risks that this will not be passed on. 

 Capping – NALC feel that the immediate pressure is off, although there is the outside 

possibility that the Government may be minded to look at larger Town Councils (perhaps 

with a Budget of over £250k) – ie us!! 

 There has been a further expression of interest in setting up more Parish Councils nationally 

 Still working with the Government on e-banking policy. 

 

REPORTS 

 Leeds/Bradford Airport Consultative Committee – YLCA represented by Pool and Horsforth 

on this group – there had been a request for the Parish/Town Council representation to 

increase by one – but this had been rejected. 

 Quality Status – a new revamped scheme is to be announced this month – this is likely to 

include peer-led reviews 

 YLCA consultation has been revised – the officer will be notifying all Clerks 

 Review of findings from Neighbourhood and Planning scrutiny board report – we need to 

consider this (recommendations include issues around relationships with Area Committees) 

 

ISSUES RAISED BY MEMBERS 

 Alwoodley have amended their standing orders to handle filming of meetings – careful 

consideration is needed 

 Data Protection registration raised as an issue 

 

John Eveleigh 

 


