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Subject: Report on street cleaning in Otley town centre   

Report by: Chair of Committee 

1.Purpose of Report 

1.1 To inform members of measures being sought to improve the cleanliness of 

the town centre and other areas of town. 

2.Background 

2.1 At the recent Town Council AGM the Chair of Committee was asked to 

organise a meeting with Jason Singh the Locality Team Manager with a view to 

discussing ways in which the town might be cleaned more effectively and look  

less littered than currently. The request for the meeting came from Randal 

Metzger (of Otley Town Partnership and Otley Walkers) and Steph Lee (of 

Otley BID and Otley Town Partnership). They both have concerns about the 

town centre needing more street cleaning, but also about littered routes to 

schools and around some residential areas and overfull bins in our parks and in 

the bus station area for example. 

2.2 At a meeting on 2 June at the Core, Jason Singh outlined to the people 

identified above the roles and responsibilities of his litter picking and 

mechanical street cleaning team. He said that although parks are currently 

cleaned by Parks & Countryside that aspect would be coming to the Locality 

Team as would the emptying of street litter bins currently done by the refuse 

team.  Jason is keen to see improvements in town centres but says that 

increased cleaning in some areas would inevitably result in some reductions 

elsewhere unless there was further money input. 

2.4 Regarding patrolling measures to reduce dog mess and litter dropping he 

said that they were not seen as effective as the offence has to be seen for a 



penalty notice to be issued. A trial to be carried out in the city centre shortly 

may tell us more. 

2.5 Steph Lee said Otley BID would consider buying some additional hours of 

street cleaning.  Jason said he would talk to his staff and invited Steph to meet 

him at the Henshaw Depot to discuss the matter further and that arrangement 

was made. 

2.6 Chair and Randal Metzger agreed to walk round the town centre and note 

any street cleaning issues including possible sites for additional litter bins. We  

carried that out on 17th June before copying the list to Otley in Bloom for their 

observations and possible additions before we discuss the list in detail with 

Jason Singh. 

2.7 I think we all believe we could make strong links in the community to work 

together on litter and street cleaning issues. Those links would include local 

schools, public houses and food businesses, businesses generally and local 

community groups. We intend to use local media including the Wharfedale 

Observer, free papers and Otley Matters to inform and encourage residents to 

take part. 

3.Legal and financial implications. 

3.1 There are no immediate legal or financial implications arising from this 

report. 

4.Recommendations 

4.1 Members are asked to note the contents of this report. 


