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1. Purpose of Report 

1.1 To update members on funding and other issues relating to the Gallows Hill 

nature area. 

2. Background 

2.1 A revised funding application submitted to Grantscape for £37230 on our 

behalf by Groundwork Leeds was unsuccessful. When this was discussed at a 

recent Gallows Hill Steering Group Groundwork said they were prepared to do 

further funding applications to Green Leeds and Mondegreen, who replaced 

Grantscape, but would need £2k of funding from the town council to pay for 

this. 

2.2 Chair of Committee, Leader of the Town Council, Executive Officer and 

Community Development Officer discussed the Groundwork offer but decided 

to tackle further fund raising in house using principally the experience of EO 

and CDO to do so and to manage any resulting works on the site. 

2.3 A letter was sent to Groundwork informing them of our decision. Given 

that they had not been successful in raising any funds and had agreed to be 

paid a percentage of the funds they raised we parted owing Groundwork 

nothing. 

2.4 At the recent Steering Group meeting two of the environmental specialists 

present raised questions, not for the first time, about the extent of dog walking 

on Gallows Hill including those walking dogs as a business. They are concerned 

about the amount of dog faeces left on site and the impact that dogs let off 

their leads can have on wildlife. They suggested we block off the existing linear 



paths around the site and construct a central path radiating to areas of interest 

such as the pond, riverside views, to the intended community orchard etc. 

They believe that this will lead to reduction of dog walking on the site but 

there was no consensus in the group on this proposal. 

2.5 Chair of Committee emailed the Footpaths Officer LCC to seek their advice 

should a decision be taken to close the paths as per the advice of the 

environmental specialists. Their advice is that any such paths closures would 

be likely to be challenged and the paths would have to be restored if the 

challenge was successful. Chair of Committee, Leader of the Town Council and 

officers are strongly inclined to accept this guidance but the views of members 

would be welcomed. 

3. Proposed Works 

3.1 Confirmation has been received from the Chief Planning Officer that the 

use of Riverdale Road monies for footpath and car park improvements is 

acceptable. It is the intention to tender these Phase I works once a 

specification has been drawn up. Works will include the upgrade of footpaths 

all around the site and down towards the White Bridge including the 

installation of squeeze gates to stop access by horse riders. The car park will be 

resurfaced and the gated access into the main site re-opened for access of 

maintenance vehicles. Some minor fencing works will also be required to 

contain the site. 

3.2 Running alongside these works the EO and the CDO will be pressing ahead 

with funding applications for environmental improvements in relation to 

biodiversity (Phase II). The outcome of any applications will be reported to a 

future Environment & Sustainability Committee. 

4. Legal and financial Implications 

3.1 There are no immediate legal or financial implications arising from this 

report.  

5. Recommendations 

5.1 Members are asked: 

I. to note the content of this report   



II. to approve the principle of Phase I works 

III. delegate responsibility for selecting the winning tender of Phase 1 works 

to Audit Committee 


